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Sanpaa and lAmencan capitals and several international jnstitu- 
oobs mth from tbc king. Hie conference due to be held 

I HfA *5 W “J d E»nomiclR)nim (WEF) based in Geneva 
pndfteU-S- Come fl on Foreign Relations. It is to be attended by 
pyrtsematwes of governments and international business hi- 
tefess to promote economic development in tbe Middle East as 
prt of the peace process. U.S. President Bin Clin ton and Russian 
Preti*® 1 w® ** honorary co-chairmen of the 

sssmut presided by King Hassan. WEF said it was expected that 
aesumi mt would be attended notably by U.S. Secretaryof State 
Christopher, Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and 
psJeOBK LiberaooQ Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fet, along with numerous top executives from multinationals. 
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ISTANBUL (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
on Wednesday visited several mosques and religious sites in 
Istanbul. Prince Hassan and the delegation accompanying him oc 
his current visit to Turkey performed prayers at Suhan Ahmet 
Mosque. Prince Hasan said in a statement to the Turkish 
Tdcvwoo that these Islamic sites remain a witness to tbc grcarncss 
of the Islamic civilisation. Prince Hassan said that the year 1994 
witnessed a thaw in Arab-lsraeti negotiations and voiced hope that 
this would be followed by more achievements in 1995. The Crown 
Prince said Jordan hopes that its negotiations with Israel or with 
Arab countries would contribute to making the Middle East take 
its deserved status in the world arena. "I think that many countries 
aspire to become part of a cooperative regional order and K think 
that Jordan and Turkey are pan of that ... no doubt Jordan has 
contributed and is contributing to the region's stability but the 
main problem is that of water.” He said it was impossible for any 
two countries to resolve their water disputes bilaterally m seclusion 
of a regional perspective. 
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King: No Jerusalem 
visit at anytime soon 

Support of Parliament for peace moves does away 
with thought of referendum at this point in time 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday that much as he, 
jp an And) Muslim Hashe- 
mite, wodd like to visit Jeru- 
salem, the visit would not 
take place any time soon. 

Tbe King, in an interview 
with Radio Monte Carlo, also 
said be believed that the sup- 
port that tbe two-thirds of the 
deputies in tbe 80-member 
Lower House of Parliament 
extended to bis moves for 
peace with Israel was suffi- 
cient endorsement under tbe 
Kingdom's Constitution. 

As such, foe King indi- 
cated, there was no need at 
present for a referendum 
2 mong the people — an idea 
that be had first raised after 
agoing foe historic Washing- 
| tan Declaration with Israeli 
j Prune Minister Yitzhak 
! Rabin on July 25. 

‘'When I took the decision 
of ending foe state of war 
nth Israel I was confident 
that I was supported by the 
TOjoiity of foe people of 
Ionian,” foe King said. 

! “We are seeking peace 
within foe framework of an 
wcrali peace in the whole 
region, guaranteeing the . 
rights of aD parties,” foe King 
said. 


Tbe King ruled out tbe 
possibility of a visit to Arab 
Jerusalem on Saturday on the 
eve of the anniversary of foe 
Prophet Mohammad's birth- 
day, and said despite his keen 
desire to visit the Holy City, 
“the visit will not take p 
so soon as some people im- 
agine.” 

On the peace process, the 
King noted that negotiations 
were continuing ana said the 
results so far were encourag- 
ing. 

“The general feeling is 
positive and constructive and 
we have been feeling that the 
two rides have real concern 
to see rapid prepress 
achieved in foe discussion of 
various issues so that these 
efforts would be crowned 
with a peace treaty,” tbe 
King said. 

“There is a lot of issues 
that require discussion and 
there are outstanding issues 
like foe delineation of bor- 
ders and the water resources 
question which need more 
time and efforts. But it 
should be noted that foe 
atmosphere of the talks is 
encouraging and I believe 
. that foe negotiations are 
moving in die right direc- 
tion,’’ he said. 


“The recent developments 
in tbe region have prompted 
ns to reach a conviction that 
we should move and take 
steps towards peace, to re- 
gain our rights,” foe King 
said. 

“We moved in the wake of 
the Egyptian-Xsraeli treaty 
and the moves taken by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), the sole and 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people,” the 
King said. “As for foe Parlia- 
ment support I am quite hap- 
py with tneir backing,” King 
Hussein said. 

“We will not submit to foe 
Paxtiament any formula until 
the whole picture has been 
completed or we could also 
organise a referendum and 
invite foe people to express 
their view,” the King said. 

As to the opposition, be 
said, “I believe it is a minor- 
ity and does not represent foe 
views of foe majority of foe 
people of Jordan but tins 
question is not up for discus- 
sion yet since the outcome of 
the ongoing negotiations has 
not yet crystallised.” 

Replying to a question ab- 
out prospects of coordinating 
Jordan’s stand with that of 
the Palestinian ride, the King 


said: “We have always be- 
lieved in the fact that we and 
foe Palestinians form a united 
family with common interests 
and our dose and brotherly 
relationship is different from 
relationships with the other 
Arab parties in view of our 
proximity to the Palestine 
cause and our close links with 
the Palestinian people and 
land. 

“We hope to deal with all 
questions and we will wel- 
come the Palestinian 
brothers’ visit, and we are 
folly prepared to respond 
favourably to requests of 
cooperation with all our 
potentials. But we cannot go 
on talking about coordination 
which does not exist and if it 
materialises we will welcome 
it. However, no coordination 
between the Jordanians and 
the Palestinians has yet been 
developed into reality.” 

The King said that Jordan 
was keen on maintaining 
strong ties with Syria. 

“My friendship with Presi- 
dent Assad goes a long way 
back and since we assumed 
our responsibilities we have 
been dealing with each other 
in an hono ur able and sincere 

(Continued on page 7) 


Dead Sea talks end today with no 
major breakthroughs on core issues 

Jordan, Israel agree to cooperate in tourism 


From Nenneen Murad at Moriah Plaza Dead Sea Hotel 
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month, ending a 46-year state 
of belligerency. 

The countries hope joint 
packaging will increase over- 
all tourism. Israel currently 
attracts almost two million 
visitors annually, about four 
times more than Jordan. 


Dr. Adwan met with 
Israeli and Jordanian travel 
agents after his meeting with 
Baram. 

“This region has suffered 
far too long,” be said. “We 
need to make our people in 
the area feel directly foe real- 


ity of peace. Tourism is one 
of the main sectors that will 
be affected.” 

Dr. Adwan noted Israeli 
and Jordanian citizens not 
holding a third country pass- 
port will not be able to cross 
foe border before foe signing 

(CoBthRKd on page 7) 



King visits RJ 
technical services 


AMMAN (Pfetra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday visited the 
technical department of 
: the national carrier, 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), at 
foe Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport. 

Tbe King, who was 
accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzfh Ben Al Hussein, 
was received by RJ Pres- 
ident and Chief Execu- 
tive Nader Ai Dahabi 


and senior airline offi- 
cials. 

The King voiced frill 
confidence in the air- 
line’s management and 
development abilities. 
The King stressed the 
importance of training 
that helps raise the level 
of performance and 
noted that RJ will have 
an important and posi- 
tive role as tbe Middle 
East peace process be- 
gins to yield results. 
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Judicial updating, central purchasing, fair 
commissions) organised approach to foreign 
investment among Royal Commission’s tasks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has empha- 
sised the concept of an all- 
embracing approach to mod- 
ernise Jordan’s dealings vis-a- 
vis internal and external 
issues as part of the responsi- 
bilities entrusted with the 
newly-established Royal 
Commission for Reform and 
Modernisation (RCRM). 

Addressing foe first meet- 
ing of the commission, which 
he chairs under a directive 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Issued last week, the 
Crown Prince on Monday 
said the panel’s approach to 
its task mould be deep and 
cover every important aspect 
of public funds and public 
service. 

Following is a summary of 
the Crown Prince’s address to 
the commission: 

Allow me to begin by ex- 
tending a warm welcome to 
all of yon, both in your capac- 


ity as dignitaries in your own 
respective positions of re- 
sponsibility, and as indi- 
viduals possessed of exten- 
sive expertise in the domains 
of law, financial auditing and 
general institutional en- 
deavour within the overall 
framework of foe administra- 
tive set-up that looks to us 
expectantly for guidance and 
promotion. 

In speaking of Jordan, we 
are for all practical purposes 
speaking of a country that 
plays a pivotal role — politic- 
al no less than geographical 
— and one that has been 
considered a model entity for 
foe entire region hi terms of 
the specific progress and 
advancement it has managed 
to bring about m foe various 
fields of human endeavour. 

During our recent visit to 
the Audit Bureau, and our 
meeting with the people con- 
cerned in both the Bureau of 
Administrative Inspection 



and Control and the Ministzy 
of Justice and the Law 
Courts, we felt a genuine 
desire not only for the mea- 
sures that can bring about the 
required reform and mod- 
ernisation, but also for a full 


recognition of the judicial 
role and the spirit of accoun- 
tability that must exist within 
the framework of the modem 
state. 

In today's dialogue we wish 
to stress" the fact that ihe 
judiciary, which by the na- 
ture of its own particular 
function is not in daily con- 
tact with the public,’ must 
play the role envisaged within 
the scope of implementation 
and follow-up pertaining to 
ail legislation. Indeed, we 
must recognise that, were the 
relevant valid laws oroperly 
administered, there mouIo in 
reality have been a congenial 
atmosphere conducive to in- 
vestment. To this effect, 
there is a dear reference in 
His Majesty’s message re- 
garding new prospects for 
cooperation among areas and 
regions, and regarding the 
European Community. Japan 

(Continued on page 7) 


Abequa children flown out with 
maternal aunt; family protests 


Tourism Minister Mohammad Adwan (right) 

with* his Israeli co un t e rpart IM Baram at the 


Moriah Plaza Dead Sea Hotel on Wednesday 
(photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


By Ran* Hnssrini 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Two New 
Jersey children caught in an 
international custody dispute 
after their father ItiDed their 
mother and brought them to 
his native Jordan were on 
their way back to tbe United 
States Wednesday. 

Jordanian officials escorted 
six-year-old Lisa Abequa and 
her brother, Sami, 3, to the 
airport for a flight to foe 
United States via Germany, 
according to well-placed 
sources, quoted by the AP. 

Their maternal aunt, 
Nesime Dokur, of Paterson, 
New Jersey, flew out with 
them, said foe sources. 

“The saga over tbe custody 
of foe two children was re- 
solved,” said one of tbe 
sources, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

They would not give details 
of foe flight. But the only 
scheduled connection to Ger- 
many Wednesday was a 
Royal Jordanian flight to 


Berlin which took off at 11 :35 
a.m_ Airline and airport offi- 
cials refused to give any in- 
formation. 

Tbe sources also would not 
say how the d ispu te was re- 
solved between Mohammad 
I. Abequa, who has confes- 


r 


sed to killing his wife, and 
Ms. Dokur. 

But foe children’s paternal 
aunt, Mariam Abequa, said 
the children were taken out 
of tbe country without her 
family’s knowledge. 

Mr. Abequa, 46, fled to 


Jordan with the children .’fisr 
killing his estranges wise, 
Nihal Abequa, 4U, at her 
Parsippany-Troy Hilti, New 
Jersey, apartment, on July 4. 
The women's body was 

(Continued on page 7) 




Minister of State Abdullah Jazi on Wednesday 
meets with members of the Abequa family, 

including Samiha Abequa (left), grandmother 


of two Abequa children who were flown out, 
gathered in Croat of the Prime Ministry (pltoto 

by Kaos Husseini) 


Tourism Orst fruit of peace moves, but is Jordan ready for the ware? 
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He was only partly right. 

Jordan, according to offi- 
cial and unofficial sources, 
is largely on the receiving 
end of Israel’s well- 
developed ideas on tourism 
development and has not 
yet drawn up its own mas- 
ter plan for tourism, now 
the country’s third largest 
foreign currency earner. 

The government has 
commissioned several mas- 
ter plans, including one for 
foe Dead Sea. Petra and 
the southern parts of the 
country. But foe Ministry 
of Tourism, the ultimate 
executive authority in tour- 
ism, concedes that such, 
plans should have been 
completed a long time ago. 

“We are behind the 


Israelis in tourism," admit- 
ted Minister of Tourism 
Mohammad Adwan. "The 
tourism sector has stag- 
nated for a long time. It has 
not been a priority in foe 
national plans." the minis- 
ter told foe Jordan Times 
Tuesday after a brain 
storming session with nego- 
tiators, officials and 
businessmen in the field, 
participating in talks on 
tourism with Israel. 

“But, on the other hand, 
we are getting prepared as 
fast as possible. The gov- 
ernment is now giving 
priority to tourism develop- 
ment,” Dr. Adwan said. 

Sources dose to the talks 
at foe Israeli side of foe 
Dead Sea say the possibili- 


ties are endless if foe pri- 
vate and public sector get 
their act together. 

“The Israelis are not 
smarter than us,” said one 
negotiator. “They are bet- 
ter organised. Most impor- 
tantly the private and pub- 
lic sectors are one unit 
promoting tourism. The 
public sector is at the ser- 
vice of tourism. Here it was 
just the opposite for a long 
time." 

"The ministry is allo- 
cated very little money. 
Little has been done and 
we are running out of 
time,” he said. 

Although the opening of 
a border crossing for third 
country nationals in Aqaba 
is expected to attract 


thousands of extra tourists 
every month, offidals and 
many in the private sector 
wain that unless Jordan 
changes its ways, the King- 
dom will lose out to Israel's 
sophisticated tourist trade. 

“Tourism will explode in 
peace time and we have to 
be on tbe train or we will 
miss everything," said Zaid 
Goussous, who runs a res- 
taurant in the scenic Ro- 
man dty of Umm Qais in 
foe north of the country, 
where a second border 
crossing is expected to 
Open soon. He is planning 
to open a small village 
hotel in Umm Qais and 
develop the Himma Ro- 
man baths near the andent 
dty. 


For the tourism industry 
in Jordan the dilemma is 
threefold: The absence of 
any powers in foe hands of 
the Ministry of Tourism, 
induding legislative short- 
comings, foe shortage of 
skilled employees as well as 
the relegation of foe im- 
portance of tourism in the 
government's view. 

But this may be chang- 
ing, according to Dr. 
Adwan. 

Tbe Cabinet recently 
committed itself to allocat- 
ing JD 14 million for infras- 
tructure projects for Petra 
in foe year 1995. The tour- 
ism industry is also count- 
ing on foreign assistance in 
developing the potential 
eoldmine. The United 


States Aid Agency, USAID, 
has given Jordan JD 1 mil- 
lion for immediate im- 
provements of tourism sites 
and has pledged SI 4 million 
over the next five years. 
The Japanese, the Euro- 
pean Community and the 
World Bank have also 
promised to help. 

The private sector agrees 
that it must be in the fore- 
front of the tourism indus- 
try but insists that the gov- 
ernment must provide the 
necessary infrastructure, 
including water, sewage, 
telephone, roads and park- 
ing to many of the coun- 
try’s touristic sites. 

’“The ministry’s budget is 
minuscule for what is re- 
auired. The government 


apparently does not regard 
tourism or the ministry as 
very important for the 
country 1 , that is a grave 
mistake," said un informed 
source. "We have to under- 
stand that in order to brin* 
in money, we have to -pend 
money." 

Munir Nassar of Interna- 
tional Trades, one of three 
businessmen negotiating 
with Israel, agreed that 
there was a great dc.d of 
work to be done so the 
country could cash in on 
the peace dividend. 

"We should have started 
developing a strategy three 
years ago when we went to ; 
Madrid." said Mr. N:»>Siir. ; 

(Continued mi page 7) 
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Yemen president: Armed 
forces must be apolitical 


SANAA (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh has 
said that any army personnel 
wanting to pursue political 
activities would have to leave 
their ranks. 

“As of today there will be 
no party affiliations within 
the ranks of the armed forces 
and the security/’ President 
Saleh told a meeting of army 
officers. 

“He who wants to remain a 
member of a political party 
has every right to do so, but 
he has to submit his resigna- 
tion from the armed forces." 
he said, in remarks broadcast 
by Sanaa Television. 

"Loyalty in the armed 
forces will be for God, tbe 
country, the revolution and 
the unity... no loyalty to any 
party or political organisa- 
tion." 



All Abdullah Saleh 


Northern and southern 
Yemeni forces fought a two- 
month civil war which ended 
on July 7 when Mr. Saleh's 
northern troops captured 
Aden, capital of a separatist 
state -declared, by former 
Yemeni Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Beidh. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beidh 
took former North and South 
Yemen in 1990 into an un- 
easy union. Differences be- 
tween the two men led to the 
dvii war which started on 
May 4. 

Forces of the formerly 
Marxist and more secular 
South, and the more tradi=_ 
tional North were never inte- 
grated under the united state 
and continued to follow 
orders from their pre-unity 
commanders. Each was vir- 
tually under the control of its 
pre-merger ruler. 


Although the constitution 
and laws governing political 
parties state that the armed 
forces are apolitical and ban 
political . afRKatifMR these 
provisions were largely 
ignored over the past four 
years and the two armed 
forces were largely drawn on 
the basis of party affiliation, 
political sources said. 

“Party membership cards 
will be withdrawn from the 
commanders in order to en- 
sure the safety of the armed 
forces and the safety of the 
country.” Mr. Saleh said on 
Tuesday. 

Following tbe end of the 
civil war, the aimed forces 
started the process of integ- 
rating former southern and 
northern army units. 

"One of the most urgent 
steps in the process of re- 
building the armed forces is 
the restructuring, re-forma- 
tion and the integration of 


the armed forces,” Mr. Saleh 
said. 

Before the end of tbe war 
“there were virtually two 
armed forces, two presidents, 
two governments and two 
ministers of defence," he 
added. “Today, there is one 
army, one president and one, 
defence minister." 

Meanwhile, the pro-gov- 
ernment wing of the Yemeni 
Socialist Party (YSP) 
announced Tuesday that its 
central' committee would 
elect new leaders in a meet- 
ing on Sept. 1. 

The Sanaa-based “tempor- 
ary committee," which ral- 
lied to Mr. Saleh, said in a 
statement that the meeting 
“will elect a legitimate 
national leadership which will 
fix a date and a venue for the 
4th YSP general congress.” 

Most YSP officials went 
into exile after the end of the 
two-month war. 

Temporary committee 
spokesman Yehia Mansur 
Abu Asbah told AFP that 45 
members are in Yemen, and 
a delegation will be sent to 
convince others to take part 
in the meeting so that the 
quorum figure of 56 out of 
110 is reached. 

Yemeni Foreign Minister 
Moharmnad Bassandawa on 
Aug. 11 warned that the YSP 
will only be allowed to play a 
role in Yemeni politics if it 
expels its "separatist 
leaders." 

The warning followed a 
three-day meeting of the YSP 
politburo in Damascus, 
where party officials express- 
ed their "attachment to the 
unity” of Yemen but ignored 
a call from Mr. Saleh to oust 
Mr. Beidh. 


Sudan hopes for dividends 
after capture of Carlos 


'CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan is 
■hoping to r e integrate itself 
into tiie international com- 
munity after capturing and 
handing over to France the 
international extremist 
known as “Carlos the Jack- 
al.” 

Immediately after the 
arrest, Sudanese Justice 
Minister Abdul Aziz Shidou 
asked the United States to 
remove Sudan from its list of 
countries that support inter- 
national “terrorism.” 

Another minister, Ghazi 
Salaheddin Atabani, said 
Tuesday that Sudan was 
opposed to all forms of ter- 
rorism. 

However, Washington said 
the act was insufficient to 
warrant the lifting of Sudan 
from its terrorist blacklist. 

Opposition groups in 
have accused the reg- 
ime of wanting to capitalise 
on the arrest to gam support 
for its campaign against 
Sudanese rebels. 

The Sudanese regime is 
likely to continue its efforts 
to be seen in a new light by 
the international community 
after allegations of terrorist 
support, observers said. 

Mr. Atabani said that 
Sudan had not decided on 
Carlos' extradition “under 
any regional or international 
pressure" but “in observance 
of the international conven- 
tions.” 

French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua said the case 
showed “that a hardline Isla- 
mic state had, in a dear 
manner, broken with terror- 
ism or the support for terror- 
ism which it had been ac- 
cused or suspected of." 

Mr. Pasqua reiterated 
Tuesday that there had been 


“no quid pro quo." 

Bnt tbe Sudanese opposi- 
tion remains convinced that a 
deal has been strode. “Sudan 
would not have hanided Car- 
los over to France except for 
a high price, and that’s what 
worries us," said General 
Abdul Aziz Khaled, an 
opposition leader exiled in 
Cairo since the 1989 coup 
d’etat 

Abdoun Agaw of the Un- 
ion of Sudanese African Par- 
ties (USAP), which groups 
several southern Sudanese 
parties, said: “Tbe regime 
thinks that time wQl work for 
it and that the handover of 
Carlos will give it some brea 
thing space, especially to re- 
duce international pressure.” 

The Islamic junta in Sudan 
is also accused of serious 
human rights violations by 
the United Nations. 

Gen. Khaled, the former 
commander of a military re- 


gion in the rebel south, 
feared that Paris could use its 


feared that Paris could use its 
right of veto, or at least “be 
charitable,” if the Sudan 
question came before the 
U.N. Security Council. 

Differences began to 
emerge Tuesday in the 
accounts given by the two 
governments in Carlos’ 
arrest. 

Mr. Atabani told a news 
conference "it was the 
Sudanese security services 
which were the first to sus- 
pect (Carlos) some weeks af- 
ter" his arrival in Khartoum. 

“These suspicions were la- 
ter confirmed by the French 
security services," the minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Pasqua said the French 
security police had informed 
the Sudanese authorities of* 
the presence of Carlos on 


their territory in the first 
place. 

Syria asked Carios to leave 
its territory at the be ginning 
of the year, a State Depart- 
ment spokesman told Tues- 
day. 

The U.S. gover nm ent has 
“reason to believe at some 
time Syria suggested to him 
that he might stay elsewhere. 
As a general proposition, we 
encouraged President (Hhfez 
Al) Assad and others not to 
provide safe havens to terror- 
ist groups,” said spokesman 
Michael McCurry. 

He said the issue was 
brought -up jn a general way by 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in his meetings 
with Mr. Assad. Mr. Christ- 
opher for months has acted as 
a middleman in Syrian-Isradi 
peace talks. 

Syria remains at the top of 
die list of countries the Un- 
ited States considers official 
supportes of “terrori sm .'' 

On his last trip to the 
Mideast. Mr. Christopher 
spoke with the Syrian presi- 
dent about recent anti-Jewish 
bombings in Buenos Aires 
and London, which Washing- 
ton has linked to the 
Lebanese group HizboUah. 

U.S. press reports have 
said Carlos spent most of the 
past 10 years in Damascus 
before leaving Syria early this 
year. He travelled to Sudan, 
and briefly to Yemen, the 
reports say. 

“He was even too much of 
an embarrassment for 
Assad,” former Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) 
anti-terrorist chief Vincent 
Cannistraro told the New 
York Times. “He was of use 
to no one. He was expend- 
able.” 
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T emperatures win continue their 
gradual drop this becoming around 
average with winds northwesterly 


St Mary <* Nazareth Chorda 
SweUM, Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Chant*, Td. 

632785. 

St Joseph Chorda Td- 624590. 

Church of the Anwmdatton TcL 

637440. 

De b Salle Chareh Td. 661757 
Terrasanda Chorda Td: 622366 
Church oT the Anmmdatioa Td. 

623541. 


average with winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 
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HAMAS FUNERAL; carry the Abn Arab was wooded in a shootout on Aug. 

body at Hamas member Tareq Atm Arab, 24, 15 In Jensakn with Israeli aoMkn. He died 
daring Ms hnerd in Jenwdwi late Tuesday. . ha a h o a pi tel (AFP photo) 


Algerian TV employee killed 


ALGIERS (AP) — An em- 
ployee for state-nm televi- 
sion was mu rdered Tuesday 
on tiie western outskirts of 
Algiers, while the Islamic 
Salvation Army (ATS) freed 
the director of a maga z i ne 


ENTV officials said that 
Khaled Boogherbal, 46, an 
administrative employee, was 
knifed to death Tuesday 


ro omin g by assaSanfs in an 
area balled Domalne 


area balled Domaine 
Bouchaotn. 

There was no immediate 
daim of responsibility for the 
killing, hot journalists and 
metfia employees have been a 
prime target of ex t ieaiis ts 
battling to ov erthr ow tbe 
military backed go v e rnm ent 
and install an Mamie state. 
At least IS journalists have 
been killed. 

The Islamic Salvation 
Army, an umbrella force of 
armed groups, said it was' 
freeing Ibrahim Tkoudrictiet, 
director of tbe magazine 
“Horoscope," who would 
cany a warning to other jour- 
ndats. 

‘It was not immediately 
known what was contained in 
the warning message. His 
publication confirmed that 
Mr. Taoudrichet was freed 
and in good health. 

The Islamic Salvation 


Army is attached to th e I&la - 
mtc Salvation F ront (FIS), 
the banned political move- 
mem which says ft was denied 
a ballot boor victory when the 
army cancelled January 1992 
el ecti o ns ft was winning. The 
move set off the conflict, 
which has left more titan 
4,000 people dead. 

Mr. Taoacfaacbet, 45, was 
kidnapped Sunder in front of 
a co mpl ex bousing Algiers’ 
n ewspaper s by a g ro up of 
men dressed as ponce. An 
initial communique had said 
be would be tried by an Isla- 
mic tribunal. 

The armed group’s latest 
s t a tement said he “repented 
before God and vowed to no 
longer spread vile morals 
among youth and the Muslim . 
c ommuni ty.” 


Radicals disguised as 
police and damring to belong 
to a rival organisation, the 
Armed Islamic Group, killed 
three French guards and two 
French consular officials in 
Algiers on Aqg. 3. 

After the attack France 
questioned thousands of peo- 
ple in identity checks, banned 
five Islamic publications and 
ordered 23 people for sus- 
pected links to mflftants. 

Algerian authorities are 
trying to break the deadlock 
with a new dialogue planned 
for Sunday with eight opposi- 
tion parties. 

But two of the parties firm- 


ly opposed to political Islam, 
the Rally for Culture and 
Democracy and Ettahaddj, 
the former' communist party, 
on Monday dedme to partici- 
pate. 

A third parte, tbe moder- 
ate .Islamic Hamas, said 
Tuesday it would only take 
part if tiie FIS was invited 
and if imprisoned front lead- 
ers were freed. 

The five other parries 
asked to take part in the 
dialogue have not said 
whether they will do so. But 
each of them, also wants the 
HSto joininanydSscnssions, 
saying tnchufing tbe country’s 
most popolafpotiticai force is 
tiie only way to end the crisis. 


His magazine, started a 
few months ago, fea t ures pa- 
ranormal events and some- 
times carries lists of angles 
hoping to meet other men 
and women based on their 
astrological signs. 

The group delivered a 
warning some,. 10 days ago 
threat e nin g reprisals against 
France after French author- 
ities detained susp ected FIS 
sympathisers on suspicion of 
plotting terrorist acts against 


Egypt tries to calm Muslims 
over population_summit 


CAIRO (R^ — Egypt’s 
population minister, trying to 
calm Islamic opposition to 
next month's summit confer- 
ence on population and de- 
velopment, said on Tuesday a 
draft document prepared for 
the meeting did not violate 
Muslim morality. 

Maher Mahran said confu- 
sion over the definition and 
translation of some of the 
terms in the text had led to 
misunderstand! ng. 

He also said critidsms of 
parts of the document by 
Cairo’s Al Azhar University, 
the world's most prestigious 
institution of Islamic learn- 
ing, bad been misinterpreted 
.as an attack on the confer- 
ence itself. 

He said references in the 
Arabic text of the document 
to improving sex education 
could be misconstrued as en- 
couraging sexual activity, 
rather than teaching family 
planning. 

“The word sex when men- 
tioned in Arabic gives the 
impression of pornography... 
it gives the impression we are 
going to educate these young 
people into the joys of sex, 
which is not the case," Mr. ■ 


Mahran told officials prepar- 
ing for the conference. 

He said fears expressed by 
Islamic groups that the docu- 
ment would encourage 
'homosexual i couples to brmg 
up families .were also mis- 
placed. 

He said the United Nations 
had already defined families 
as “the husband, wife, and 
their children...- we are not 
going to redefine principles 
agreed on at previous meet- 
ings." 

He said as a Muslim coun- 
try, Egypt would not “sup- 


said. 

He said be had met the 
imam of the Azhar, who had 
commented on only a few 
specific points in the docu- 
ment. “The feet that he did 
not comment on the others 
means that he approves tiie 
rest." 


port any" trend of homosex- 
uality. This is categorically 
mentioned in the Holy Koran 
so it is nan-negotiable." 

The Azhar, the mosque 
university set up in Cairo in 
the 10th century, said last 
week the U.N. document 
condones extramarital sex 
and easy abortion and said 
parts needed changing to 
conform with Islamic princi- 
ples. 

“We Muslims know... 
there is no abortion as 
method of family planning, 
but we can use abortion in 
Islam to save tiie life of 
the mother," Mr. Mahran 


“It is unfortunate that the 
declaration of Al Azhar was 
misunderstood... (as) an 
attack on the conference, 
which ft is not," he added. 

Islamic opposition papers 
in Egypt denounced the plan- - 
ned conference on Tuesday, 
saying ft will go against Mus- 
lim morality and promote 
Western efforts to restrict tbe 
growth of Muslim popula- 
tions. 


“The whole Islamic World 
is anticipating with distake 
and condemnation the world 
conference on population, 
which Cairo has agreed to 
host and in which suspicious 
recommendations that permit 
abortion, homosexuality and 
sexual freedom to adoles- 
cents will be declared from 
the most important capital of 
Islam,” said the opposition 
paper Al Ahrar. 
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NE WS IN BRIEFf 

One held In Karami assassination J 


nprairr (API — A magistrate Wednesday reported, dtp 
Hotel totbebSc'oter bomb blast that kUtfj 
fint ar ret RasWd Karami seven yearn »go3 

TOM Gtonra saida fonEg 

Lebanese anny corpora ly living in France, 

Uan’i bad been seized Monday and was in police custody 
M? oKtraSld^i^ sJ’i was detained and mtem£ 
arrival from Pan, on. a 


newt dtv of Tripoli hometown of the Karami dan, to thfcd 

iglited one of the 

rounds of fighting in Lebanon's 1975-1990 ciytl war. 

ST effin army technician, was semn^ m nmAi 
Lebanon at the time of the assassination. Judiari soured?; 
said be quit the army and emigrated to France 
after the lolling. The sources, speaking on condition of. 
anonymity, said San’i denied any involvement to to* 
assassination during the interrogation,. 


1 1ranian charged, 2 freed In Thai case 


BANGKOK (AFP) — One Iranian man will stand trial for ? 
an attempt to bomb tbe Israeli embassy here, butewo other, 
Iranian suspects in the case have been released, a Thar 
police official said Wednesday. Hosscin Shahnan Far, 26T 
has been charged with 19 counts of manslaughter amt 
possession of explosives and illegal weapons m a pubbe 
SueaTthe official said. Two other men, Babak Taben and 
Basr Kazenri, both in their 20s, were released late Tuesday 
for lack of evidence, he said. At! three have been mamody 
since their arrest June 3 at a. hotel in the southern TharoQr 
of Hat Yai. A fourth suspect, Mohammad LottoUab, » still, 
at large and is believed to have left Thailand. On march 17, 
Thai police literally stumbled across a truck bomb when the 
vehicle was impounded following a minor traffic accident 
near the Israeli embassy. Tbe driver had fled the scene. 
The truck was searched when the owner came to claim ft 
and police discovered a one-tonne home-made bomb and 
the body of the Thai rental firm driver who was to have 
delivered the truck to clients. 

U N. missile team heads for Iraq 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Four U.N. weapons experts flew 
Wednesday to Iraq for preparatory work on long-term 


monitoring progr am me for the country's missile i 
Tbe team, headed by American John Larrabee, is going to 
Iraq for two months to “join in the work of establishing the 
monitoring routine within the missile field,” said Roald 
Opsahl, Bahrain-based regional chief for the U.N. inspec- 
tors. The overall U.N. monitoring programme is designed 
to ensure that the Iraqis cannot resume production qf 
wea pons o f mass destruction. 

3 Kurds sentenced for London bombing 


LONDON (AP) — Three Kurdish men were sentenced to 
12 to 15 years’ imprisonment Tuesday for bombing Turkish 
banks in London. Judge Ann Goddard of tiie central 
criminal court said the three men — Hiknet Bozat, 33, 
Cafcr Kovaycm, 30, and Zervet Ozen, 19 — were guilty of 
attacking two Turkish banks in the British capital tot 
November. Gasoline bombs damaged one of tiie banks and 
a British Telecom-office next door to one, injuring two 
people. Tbe attacks came as Turkish buiklngs were 
attacked all over Europe, including three other places in 
London, Leaflets left oiftsidc the scenes of tiie attacks 
declared: “We are protesting against the genocide attacks 
by the Turkish state in Kurdistan. We are protesting, 
against toe torture and murder of Kurdistan villagers: ] 


Qadhafi calls for negotiations -j 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has 
warned the United States and its western allies they will 
only learn toe truth about tiie 1988 Lockerbie plane 
bombing through negotiations, not sanctions. “They will 
have to negotiate with toe Libyan people, if they want to 
resolve the Lockerbie issue ana if they want to learn to& 
truth” behind the attack. Col. Qadhafi said in a speeds 
reported by the offiriaTagency JANA Wednesday. Hjs 
comments came after a British deputy said he bad been 
invited to Libya to discuss the affair. Libya has denied any 
involvement in toe bombing of a Pan Am jet which 
exploded over Lockerbie, Scotland, in December 1988 
killing 270 people and has refused to hand over two Libyan 
suspects for trial. “We won’t die under tiie blockade, nor 
under all the sanctions that the United States and its allies 
would impose," Col. Qadhafi told a mass rally in the 
Awbari desert, 700 kilometres south of -Tripoli. British 


Conservative Party MP Nicholas Faiittorn said on Fritonr 
he might visit Libya “in the next few days” at Cof.-! 
s invitation to discuss tbe Lockerbie issue. 
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Lebanon’s casino plans restoration 

BEIRUT (R) — The company licensed to reopen Leba- 
non s. Casino dU Li ban, the Middle . Fast’s ftm-mnet 


T s* - ' . ITCCI15CU IU FCOpCn 1X08- . 

1,011 S-Casmo du Li ban, toe Middle East’s foremost 
“ t ^ rtain ment cenlr » before it was wrecked : 
in toe 1 975-90 civil war, on Wednesday invited bids for its 
restoration. Compagnie du Casino du Liban, in a newspap-' 
eradVertoment, said the plan calls for construction of a~ 
^^«b«Iroom luxury hotel, a swimming pool and ! 
investments which with tbe refurbishmnet will total $50 
million. The work should be completed over 36 months, ' 

™J^ pa "^ W ! nch has J a mono P° 1 y of gambling in. 

Inte c rcste ?. parties should submit pro-, 
14 ‘ the gambling Kalb, 

^i 5 J ni ? 1 ? n, *S IC com P an y “id in May. It hopes 
*9? *■? r The casino - overlooking^' 
the capital Beirut was 
rivai fonog the tivil 

Las Ve^wl < S Sed ' **“ war ’ ^ caano, with its 

Md P™ ^cation, was the Middle n 
^ most spectacular gambling and entertainment cen* 
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UNICEF to finance $5m in programmes 


JORDANIAN GENEROSITY: Mrs. Kaw- by the JNRCS. Receiving the donations from 
tab Amfai Mango Wednesday makes a dona- Mrs. Mango is JNRCS President Mo hammad 
fen of JD 500,000 to the Jordan National Red Ha did. Atten ding foe ceremony also are Ah' 
Orescent Society (JNRCS) to finance new Mango and JNRCS official Fahd Al «ieh 
precis at the HBai Hospital which is operated (right). 

* 

Indian foreign secretary to visit 

9 By a Jordan Times plomatic relations with then Foreign Minister 

7 - Staff Reporter Israel in early 1993 and Eduardo Faleiro. 


*■— The foreign 
sec r et ar y of India is sche- 
duled to pay a brief visit to 
Jordan next week for talks 
on bilateral relations and 
the latest -developments in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

K. Srinivasan, the 
senior-most bureaucrat in 
the Indian Ministry of Ex- 
ternal Affairs, will also ex- 
change views with Jorda- 
nian officials on interna- 
tional issues ahead of the 
apnnal General Assembly 
jjegmning in September, 
said the Indian ambassador 
g> Jordan, A.K. Bodhiraja. 
vThe official arrives Aug. 
23 and leaves the same day 
for Syria. After a one-day 
visit to Damascus, he will 
proceed to Lebanon before 
flying out of the region. 

• . The visits are mainly bit- 
ted as familiarisation trips 
fir Mr. Srinivasas in toe 
jgake of the latest develop- 
ments in ‘the Middle East 
peace process. India is an 
| ggeht. jBUjpprter. of,. Arab 
'ffhsc&jflina is.a .jMitidpsint 
m^iehtoJtSateral phase of 
giepeace process' launched 
jia.'ifadrid, Spain, in 
faseniber 1991. 

India established di- 


plomatic relations with 
Israel in early 1993 and 
exchanged ambassadors. 

On the bilateral level. 
Ambassador Bodhiraja 
said, there is no “outstand- 
ing issue” for Mr. Sriniva- 
san’s talks here. "It is an 
opportunity for an ex- 
change of views on the 
peace process as well as 
issues that might come up 
during the General Assem- 
bly session starting in 
September.” 

“Constant consultations 
are highly important for 
bilateral relations,” noted 
toe ambassador. “Hopeful- 
ly, Mr.- Srinivasan visit 
will give another boost to 
Jordanian-Indian relations 
on various levels.” 

Tentative meetings have 
been scheduled between 
Mr. Srinivasan and Minis- 
ter of Stale for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hassan, 
Foreign Ministry Secretary- 
General Nayef Hadid and 
toe heads of the Political 
Department and toe De- 
partment of Relations with 
International Organisa- 

‘Mr fi fl PV --..-* *— •• r ' 

_ Ambassador- Bodhiraja 
that ’ Srinivasan ' 
-womd be the .firsL.'sehidr'. 

. Indian foreign ministry 
official to visit Jordan after 
the August 1992 visit of 


then Foreign Minister 
Eduardo Faleiro. 

Indian Minister of Tour- 
ism and Civil Aviation 
Gulam Nabi Assad visited 
Jordan early this year in a 
tourism promotion cam- 
paign. However, his discus- 
sions here went beyond the 
issue of tourism and co- 
vered political and econo- 
mic relations between India 
and Jordan, including the 
conflicts in Southern Asia 
and the situation in Kash- 
mir. 

Ambassador Bodhiraja 
described Jordanian-Indian 
relations as excellent. He 
said Indian imports of 
Jordanian phosphates and 
potash had picked up this 
year after a marked fall in 
1993. 

India, once the largest 
importer of Jordanian pro- 
ducts, has fallen to the 
third place, partly because 
of a slack in the interna- 
tional market for phos- 
phate and potash. 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) 
Director-General Sameh 
Madani said 'recently- foaf.’ 
be-expectedttie situation td. 1 ’: 
improve tirisfyear 'after Jflc; 
tjeVSS 'e’ffdtTs'; ''Simul- 
taneously, Jordanian im- 
ports from India are also 
rising. 
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S>N THE ROAD: Minister of Public Works 
h«Dd Housing Abdul Razzafc Ensour 
Wednesday tours road projects which toe 


ministry is currently implementing In tire 
gwntita district in oordwra Jordan (Petra 
photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 











^ following listings are compiled from 
rfonthty bulletins ) and the daily Arabic press . 
"Baders are advised to verify (the listed time 
^ place with the concerned institutions. 

3* ■* 

4. V 

i EXHIBITIONS 

►“Tire Chad’s World Festival 1994” (con- 
~ttammg ail children needs) at the World 
"-Exhibition Center, University Road (Td. 

— 643844L . 

k Exlrij hfWnn of painting by several Jordanian 
~ artists entitled “The Fact Between Paint- 
Yh^s anrf Viewers As Viewed By Artist” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre, 

^RsMbHfcni of new paintings by Diana Sha- 
monoid at -The Gallery, Jordan Inter.Con- 
^tfaiHrtal Hotel (8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.) 

^ Ry*fgritimi of paintings by Omar Hamdan 
Shahnan at Darat Al Fnnofi of the Abdni 


Hunted Sboman Foundation in Jabal 
Lnweibdeh. Also showing “permanent” 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists 
(TeL 643251/2). 

☆ Exhibition of caricature drawings by car- 
toonist Hussein Al Farra at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Art and Culture (TeL 695291). 

☆ Exhibition of ofl paintings by Princess 
Wqdan All at the Balqa’ Art Gallery in 
Fubeis (10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.) (Td. 
720677). 

-it Exhibition of water paints by Sudanese 
artist Abdni Qadlr Al Bakhit at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Td. 687598). 

it Exhibition entitl ed "Enviro nmental Tech- 
nologies: A Travelling Information Cen- 
tre” at the American Center. 

it Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian and 
Iraqi artists at Orfafi Art Gallery in Umm 
Uthema (Td. 826932). 
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an- Argentina tension mounts 


(Continued from page 12) 
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Jay may be implicated in 
bombing, according to a 
aguayen judge, 
bdge Carlos Monges, in 
exclusive interview with 
Argentinian television sta- 
U said the six people were 


countries to reduce their eco- 
nomic links with Iran, offi- 
cials said. 

The campaign is being 
spreaheaded by the foreign 
ministry which has put 
together a team headed by 
senior official Yoav Biran to 


suspected of having play- senior official Y oav Biran to 
• iiarole in the bombing of persuade other nations to 

- >raeli embassy in Beunos stop the sales of sophistiated 

- g^es-swo years ago. . matenals and technology, to 

■■■ 5§ l,r : Mong« laid the affair „ 


j?® 5 yeiy delicate. 

1'Msrael has launched a cam- 
to urge industrialised 


materials and technology, to 
Iran. 

Israel hopes to convince 
the European union and 
Japan in particular that Iran 


could use such equipment 
and knowledge to develop a 
programme of weapons of 
mass destruction. 

• Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin also intends to lobby 
the U-S. administration to try 
to sway international opinion 
that Iran has ambitions . to 
become a nuclear nation and 
backs international terror- 
ism, the official added. 

TTie issue is to top the 
agenda at next week's sche- 
duled talks between Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Germany’s Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, he said. 


By i joriu Times Staff Report* 

AMMAN — The United 
Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) will provide SS 
million to finance several 
health, education and plan- 
ning projects in Jordan m 
the next five years under an 
agreement signed on 
Wednesday. 

The agreement, signed 
by Minister of Planning 
Hisham Al Khatib and UN- 
ICEF Jordan Area Repre- 
sentative Victoria Rialp, 
substantially increases UN- 
ICEF assistance to the 
Kingdom and has a provi- 
sion to extend the amount 

to $10 million subject to 
availability of funds. 

The accord is related to a 
master plan of operations 
for 11 programmes which 
will be implemented in 
cooperation among UN- 
ICEF, the ministries of 
Health, Education and 
i Planning and various other 
public and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs), the Ministry 
of Planning said. 

The main programmes in 
the health sector covered 
under toe accord are five 
national campaigns to ex- 
pand immunisation, con- 
trol of diarrhoea] diseases, 
control of acute respiratory 


Heatwave 
subsides, 
temperatures 
to drop 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In Amman 
temperatures Wednesday 
dropped to a 34'C from a 
scoreching 40*C on Monday 
and Tuesday, said the De- 
partment of Meteorology. 

A department spokesper- 
son told toe Jordan Times 
Wednesday that expected 
temperatures Thursday and 
Friday will be 32*C during the 
day, dropping to 2l"C at 
night. 

The department earlier 
said that the heatwave which 
affected- 1 Jordan- along with 
-the othe&p*t£ ofttb© eastern 
^Mediterranean was'Caused by 
;a high afippfessibrif originating 
in India and extending to the 
Arabian peninsula and Jor- 
dan. 

According to the 
spokesperson heatwaves dur- 
ing August, the hottest 
month of toe year, are not 
uncommon noting that the 
country had witnessed sow- 
ing temperatures up to 42’C 
in 1956 and 1985. 

As a result of toe current 
scorcher, water distribution 
programmes to the capital’s 
districts were disrupted this 
week, and many areas did not 
receive their share, according 
to toe Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation. 

A statement by toe ntinis- 
tsy Wednesday said that toe 
higher altitude districts of toe 
capital were mostly affected 
by toe shortage of supplies, 
but the ministry was arrang- 
ing for water tankers to trans- 
port water to these affected 
areas. 

The statement expected 
the water distribution prog- 
ramme to resume regular de- 
livery with toe end of the 
heatwave. 

Contest opens 
to barley 
farmers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministiy of Agriculture will 
grant financial and in-kind 
prizes merit orial certificates 
to fanners who excel in pro- 
ducing barley on their lands 
which receive between 200 
and 300 millimetres of rain 
annually, according to an 
announcement Wednesday 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Mansour Ben Tarif. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said that 
farmers eligible for the con- 
test should be growing their 
cereal in the Ramtha area, 
Madaba or Karak gove mo- 
rates, and prizes wfll be dis- 
tributed by the ministry after 
the 1994-95 agricultural sea- 
son and harvest. 

Noting that the programme 
will be executed in coopera- 
tion with the International 
Centre for Agricultural Re- 
search in the Dry Areas 
(ICARDA) under the 
Mashreq Project, the minis- 
ter said that the move was 
aimed at giving incentives to 
local farmers to increase their 
output of barley which is 
considered a main animal 
feed in Jordan for which 
there is an increasing demand 
each year. . . 

The Mashreq Project 
which is being executed in 
Jordan as well as Syria and 
Iraq, is aimed at increasing 
toe productivity of barley. 


infections, safe mother- 
hood and maternal health. 

In toe education sector, 
the programmes indude an 
"early childhood 
development.”' and “basic 
education” programmes. 
Three other programmes, 
the development of needy 
rural and urban areas, 
advocacy of child rights and 
development of informa- 
tion systems, are also part 
of the cooperation agree- 
ment. 

UNICEF assistance to 
Jordan until the Gulf crisis 
of 1990-91 was around 
$200,000 per year. When 
Jordan faced serious diffi- 
culties with the massive re- 
turn of expatriates from the 
Gulf following the August 
1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait, UNICEF spent ab- 
out $6 million to help toe 
Kingdom. 

Fears that the sudden in- 
flux in population could 
lead to serious setbacks to 
the achievements Jordan 
made over the years in im- 
proving health standards 
have receded after the 
Kingdom, with help mainly 
from UNICEF, managed 
to contain the fallout by 
improvements in the health 
sector. 

As a result, the infant 



.Plan ning Minister Hisham Al Kbafib and which the U.N. agency will finance program- 
UNICEF Jordan Area Representative Victoria mes in Jordan (Petra photo) 

Rialp on Wednesday sign an agreement under 


mortality remains at 32 per 
1,000 live births, one of the 
lowest in toe region. 

Between 1991 and 1994. 
UNICEF financed prog- 
rammes in Jordan worth S5 
million. 

UNICEF officials ex- 
plained that the agreement 


signed on Wednesday 
makes a definite allocation 
of S5 million in (he next 
five years and includes a 
provision which could raise 
the amount to $10 million 
subject to availability of 
funds. 

This would move Jordan 


into one of the recipients of 
per capita UNICEF help 
among countries of similar 
background. 

UNICEF maintains its 
Middle East and North 
Africa Regional Office in 
Amman, having moved 
here from Beirut in I9S5. 


40% of ministry scholarships to 
go to promising needy students 

Ministry plans school building programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — Of the 
total number of university 
scholarships awarded by the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
40 per cent trill go to promis- 
ing needy students starting 
toe coming 1994-95 academic 
year. Minister of Higher 
Education Rateb Saoud 
announced Wednesday. 

Addressing the press at his 
office, toe minister said that 
the decision on the scho- 
larships was taken in line with 
new ministry plans to award 
^eligible' students. • 1 
".' The ministry' will select 
‘h*dy 'students 'frqtrrthpva- 
rriour -ga veriiorates ^taking 
into consideration family 
financial statements obtained 
from the National Aid Fund, 
the Zakat Fund and toe 
Queen Alia Fond for Social 
Development as well as tire 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment, said Dr. Saond. 

Twenty per cent of the 
scholarships will go to the 
children of civil servants, and 
20 per cent will benefit other 
promising students, added 


the minister. 

The ministry has raised to 
2.000 up from 3,100. the 
number of scholarships for 
the coming academic year, 
but it has cancelled living 
allowances which it used to 
offer monthly to students 
with scholarships, said Dr. 
Saond. It will continue to pay 
students* tuition, the minister 
added. 

A ministry committee is 
currently studying tire possi- 
bility of farther increasing the 
number '.of scholarships to 
Cttidfehls in tire coining years, 
espjaci^ny those 't4lshirig‘ (5 
‘Stray Sharia (Isfcfmk law); 
Arabic and history, he 
added. 

Referring to scholarships 
to Jordanian students to 
study abroad. Dr. Saoud said 
that the ministry is annually 
offered 358 scholarship from 
Arab, Islamic and foreign na- 
tions and this year, 3,800 
students are competing for 
those scholarships. The 
ministiy is currently studying 
their applications, a process 


that will end by Saturday, he 
added. 

Each govern orate, said the 
minister, will receive an 
equitable share of these scho- 
larships. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Education is planning the 
second stage of its school 
bonding construction prog- 
ramme which aims to de- 
crease the number of rented 
buildings toe ministiy occu- 
pies. 

Director of the ministry's 
Project Department said that 
by-toe year 2000 toe ministiy 
would have reduced its de- 
pendence on rented buildings 
to around four per cent. 

Mr. Kasbi, an engineer, 
said that by the end of 1994. 
the first stage of toe building 
programme will be com- 
pleted. 

The first stage will have 
reduced to 153 out of 494 the 
total number of rented build- 
ings needed to accommodate 
students, according to Mr. 
Kasbi. 

During the 1993-94 scho- 


lastic year, he said, the minis- 
try owned 2.437 school build- 
ings with a total student sea- 
ting capacity of 861,123. 

Nearly 14.3 per cent of the 
total number of students in 
Jordan still go to school in 
rented buildings, be added. 

According to recom- 
mendations passed by the 
1989 educational Confer- 
ence, the ministry should 
arrange for its own school 
buildings, do away with the 
two-shift schools,, and speed 
up the construction of school 
buildings to meet to the 
growing number jof students 
each year. 

The first stage of the plan, 
said Mr. Kasbi, entailed 
building and furnishing 182 
schools at the primary level. 

He said, during the first 
stage also, the ministry instal- 
led 147 libraries, 143 labor- 
atories and 161 lecture hails, 
and set up 152 vocational 
training workshops at its 
schools in various govemo- 
rates. 


&5I> 

iMMfl 


■ ->w 

- - - 


» — 







11 

Nabfl Mashini and Ziad Jagfablr act out a scene from “Pierced skia-bag” 

Reading life through the Souq of ‘Pierced Skin-bag ’ 


By Angham Taminu 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Poverty and un- 
employment in Jordan were 
two major topics in Nabil 
Mashini’s comedy “Pierced 
Skin-bag” performed at the 
Fuheis Festival Sunday night. 

The Jordanian “souq” was 
the only set through which 
playwright Azmi Mustafa, 
and director G hassan Mashi- 
ni portrayed people's lives in 
Jordan. 

“All issues have a direct 
relation with people's social, 
political, and cultural lives,” 
Nabil Mashini told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

To create a humorous 
atmosphere, roles were given 
to a number of characters 
whose actual body-sizes form 
a funny collection on stage. 

”1 tried to create sus- 
pense,” said Mr. Mashini. 
Such differentiation was con- 
sciously chosen to serve 
another purpose, that is, the 
‘souq*, a place where all edu- 
cated and uneducated people 
frequent. 

The set represented (he 
society as a whole with all its 
defects, its false relations, toe 
lies upon which lives are 


built, the destruction of 
values, ethics, behaviour, 
and other concepts, said Mr. 
Mashini. 

"Our problem is not the 
problem of those who starve 

and those who do not, rather 
we try to raise far more se- 
rious questions, like health 
insurance, joblessness, the 
right man in the right place, 
and so on,” said Mr. Mashi- 
ni. 

From beginning to end, the 
play was loaded with ironical 
hints. The characters* dia- 
logues referred to various 
ideas such as, an Arab coun- 
try that had refused to sur- 
render in spite of the embar- 
go imposed on it since four 
years, take your right by your 
own right hand and bit your 
enemy with your left hand, a 
foreign country that has re- 
cently become a member at 
the Arab League, we Arabs 
are always winners but with 
mottoes, the sell-buy concept 
of Arab unity, the deteriora- 
tion of the civil officials’ in- 
comes compared to the mar- 
ket, poor services in hospit- 
als, and more. 

The play has been per- 
formed 50 times before, said 


Mr. Mashini, and “I have 
received several protests 
from people in government 
and others who did not agree 
with me on such issues. But 
we artists have a goal in life. 
Theatrical works cannot be 
guided by government rules. 
My job is to feel the people's 
sufferings and to present any 
problem even if 10 persons in 
the society suffer bccaue we 
live in a democratic atmos- 
phere. We feel free to reveal 
ourselves. I believe that a 
theatre without democracy 
has to be deleted." 

The two act play ends with 
the educated and uneducated 
characters realising that all 
efforts to save their society 
and to remedy its defects 
were in vain. They have been 
blowing inside a pierced skin- 
bag. 

'All Nabil Mashini's ideas 
were taken from day-to-day 
life. "After specifying the 
headlines, I give them to a 
scenarist to translate into 
theatrical works. Usually my 
simple idea develops and 
beam many issues I might not 
think of before.” 

Most of Mr. Mashini’s 
theatrical works are com- 


edies. But he believes that his 
style could be described as 
“serious comedy,” because it 
deals with serious problems 
and sometimes arrives at in- 
direct solutions. 

The play at Fuheis Festival 
raised a challenging discus- 
sion of the serious political 
touches here and there, but 
Mr. Mashini believes that 
artists are not parrots that 
repeat what they have heard 
or have been taught. 

“I like to taste the delirious 
democracy that 90 per cent of 
the Third World is deprived 
of' Mr. Mashini said. 

Talking about the theatre 
in Jordan, he turned to 
another problem which he 
sees as the problem of all 
Jordanian artists. For Mr. 
Mashini, all sectors in the 
society have their own repre- 
sentative bodies except for 
the artists. The government, 
said Mr. Mashini, never ge- 
nuinely supported toe artist. 

For this reason, he said, 
those artists who have been 
adventurous enough to pro- 
duce theatrical works usually 
bear any loss expected. 
Otherwise, said Mr. Mashini, 
the an would die in Jordan! 
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COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri Lanka's United National 
Party (UNP) appeared 
headed for defeat Wednes- 
day after 17 years in power, 
with only a few general elec- 
tion resutls still to be 
announced. 

Of the 196 directly elected 
seats in parliament, the 
opposition People's Alliance 
(PA) had so far won 90 and 
their allies the Sri Lanka 
Muslim Congress (SLMC) 
three, the Elections Commis- 
sioner's department said. 

The UNP had 78, the 
Tamil United Liberation 
Front three, and Sri Lanka 
Progressive Front, a fringe 
left-wing party, one seat and 
uti independent group, one. 

Another 29 '‘bonus seats'* 
in parliament are allocated to 
p arties in proportion to their 
total number of votes. 

Analysts said both sides 
were wooing small minority 
Tamil parties to strengthen 
their positions after Tues- 
day's poll, but the PA and its 
SLMC ally were only six 
short of a majority of 
directly-elected seats. 

President Dingiri Banda 
Wijetunga said in a televised 
address to the nation he 
would announce the new gov- 


ernment once the relative 
strengths of the parties were 
known. 

“I appeal to all my coun- 
trymen to remain calm,” he 
said. “You may rest assured 
that I will be acting in terms 
of the constitution.” 

Results from northern Sri 
Lanka are yet to be 
announced. Most Tamils 
there live in areas controlled 
by the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam rebels and are 
unable to vote. 

Despite widespread fears 
of violence the poll was large- 
ly peaceful with a turnout of 
75 per cent. 

The Tiger rebels, fighting 
since 1983 for independence 
in the island's north and east, 
did not carry out threats to 
disrupt the poll. 

The government declared a 
state of emergency and a 
33-hour curfew Tuesday 
night to avert post-election 
violence. 

“The election has been 
very peaceful. There have 
been no major incidents of 
violence," said Camillus Fer- 
nando, a spokesman for an 
international observer group. 
• Police said they arrested 21 
opposition supporters who 
broke the curfew and para- 


ded through the streets in 
Anuradhapura district in the 
north-central area Wednes- 
day. 

Two PA supporters were 
stabbed to death in the east- 
ern Ampara district during 
curfew hours Tuesday. 

Campaigning for the elec- 
tions was plagued by violence 
nationwide with 20 deaths, 
mostly of PA supporters, and 
scores of complaints of 
assault, harassment, burning 
of shops, houses and offices - 

The UNP pledged in its 
campaign to continue the 
liberal economic policies that 
have enhanced Sri Lanka's 
growth and sparked rising 
foreign investment. 

But the PA, led by Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party that 
ruled the island from 1970 to 
1977. urged an end to what it 
termed widespread govern- 
ment bribery and corruption. 

The PA also asked for a 
mandate to end the bloody 
civil war between majority 
Sinhalese and minority 
Tamils. 

More than 10.9 million of 
the 17 million people were 
eligible to vote to elect repre- 
sentatives to parliament. 

“We are talking to the 
minority parties in an effort 


Charges of biased news coverage as 
Mexico election race draws to dose 



Ernesto Zedillo (right), presidential candidate Mexico. Mr. Zedillo, who has based his 


for Mexico's ruling In stit u tional Revolution- 
ary Party (PRI) waves to thousands of suppor- 
ters during a campaign rally in Ecatepec, 


campaign on the thane “well-being for your 
family,” said in a recent In t e rview that for the 
first time since 1929 a victory for the PRI wiB 
not come easy (AFP photo) 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Mexico's presidential cam- 
paign began drawing to a 
close Tuesday as opposition 
candidate Cuauhtemac Car- 
denas complained he had 
been shut off from last- 
minute airtime on television. 

Mr. Cardenas, candidate 
of the leftist Democratic Re- 
volutionary Party, lost a 
bruising 1988 election and 
warned through a spokesman 
that he will be vigilant for any 
possible fraud in Sunday’s 
balloting. 

His spokesman, Adolfo 
Aguilar Zinser, said it 
appeared pro-government 
television had “closed off' 
last blocks of newscasts to the 
Cardenas campaign. He did 
not specify whether he was 
refering to the giant network 
Televisa. 


“This is an ominons 
preamble to the vote,” said 
Aguilar Zinser, who said the 
Mexican media have shown 
undue sympathies for the 
front-running candidate, 
Ernesto Zedillo, of the Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Party, 
or PRI. 

Aguilar Zinser said hun- 
dreds of Mr. Cardenas poll 
watchers will blanket at least 
seven in every 10 of the more 
than 94,000 voting sites in 
Mexico Sunday to deter any 
fraud. About 45.7 million 
Mexicans are eligible to vote. 

The government has 
brushed aside suggestions it 
may try to manipulate the 
vote, and Televisa and lead- 
ing newspapers have allo- 
cated greater space to opposi- 
tion candidates in this elec- 
tion. 


“The elections will be demo- 
cratic, impartial and transpa- 
rent,” President Carlos Sali- 
nas de Gortari pledged Mon- 
day while greeting members 
of Mexico's Worid Cup soc- 
cer team at his residence 
here. 

A repeat candidate, Mr. 
Cardenas told thousands of 
supporters in Sinaloa state 
fob week that he would be 
willing to “bead civil resist- 
ance” should vote-counting 
computers fail like they did in 
his bruising 1988 loss. 

Mr. Zedillo leads the polls 
by 20 percentage points or 
more over Diego Fernandez 
de Cevallos of the conserva- 
tive National Action Party. 
Mr. Cardenas trails in third 
after a lackluster race, strap- 
ped for advertising hinds. 


U.N. wants women to choose family size 


LONDON (AP) — In a re- 
port bound to spark opposi- 
tion from the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, a U.N. popula- 
tion control group said birth 
control should be more avail- 
able, and women should be 
allowed to choose the size of 
their families. 

The report, by the United 
Nations Population Fund, 
said improving women's sta- 
tus through education and 
health care is the key to 
slowing the population 
boom. 

The annual report comes 
less than three weeks before 
the Sept. 5 opening of a U.N. 
conference, expected to draft 
a 20-year plan for controlling 
world population, which has 
already drawn Vatican fire. 

Pope John Paul II has laun- 
ched one of the biggest bat- 
tles of his 16-year reign 
against the conference, 
saying it will spur abortion 
and birth control and 
threaten the traditional fami- 
ly- 

Many Muslims also have 
criticised the conference as a 
challenge to their beliefs, 
maintaining it will foster 
abortion and sex outside mar- 
riage. The conference’s draft 
report was condemned by 
Cairo's A1 Azhar University, 
the major centre of Muslim 
thought, and by various 
radical Islamic spokesmen. 

Like the conference prop- 
osal. the report released to- 
:!:v s:,vs ''unsafe abortions” 


kill 60,000 women a year. 

“Appropriate contracep- 
tion is in ail cases preferable 
to the risks associated with 
unwanted pregnancy and un- 
safe abortion,” it says, with- 
out endorsing abortion. 

Entitled the State of World 
Population 1994, the report 
supports access to family 
planning information, access 
to reproductive health care 
for women, and the right of 
all women to choose if and 
when to get married and to 
get pregnant. 

About 120 million women 
want to plan their families 
but can’t get modem con- 
traceptives, it said. 

“At a minimum, women 
have the right to know that 
they do not have to risk their 
lives for a pregnancy, wanted 
or unwanted,” the report 
says. 

World population hit 5.66 
billion this year and is pro- 
jected to grow to 6 trillion in 
1998, 8.5 billion by 2025, and 
10 billion by 2090, assuming 
continued dedmixtg fertility, 
according to the report. 


Zimbabwe, Thailand and 
Colombia — the report calls 
for national programmes 
which invest in women’s 
education and health and 
make greater efforts to im- 
prove their status. 

“Study after study in coun- 
try after country has found 
that on average, the more 
educated women are, the 
more likely they are to use 
contraception and limit fertil- 
ity,” said Tim Dyson, profes- 
sor of population studies at 
the London School of Econo- 
mics. 


Although fertility rates 
have fallen, the number of 
people is increasing by 94 
million a year, the highest 
increase in history. Nearly all 
the growth is in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, mainly in 
the poorest countries. 

Citing three countries 
which have successfully con- 
fronted population growth — - 


But Professor Julian Simon 
of the University of Mary- 
land, who has written exten- 
sively about population, ac- 
cused the population fond of 
talking about freedom but 
wanting governments “to 
persuade and coerce people 
to have different numbers of 
children than the couples 
want." 

“Personal and economic 
liberty are the most powerful 
forces working for economic 
development, including the 
freedom to choose the num- 
ber of children you want,” he 
said. 


More than 25 pier cent of 
international population 
assistance to developing 
countries is channelled 
through the United Nations 
Population Fund, which car- 
ries out programmes in more 
than 130 countries and terri- 
tories. 


to form a new government," 
a Peoples' Alliance official 
said on condition of anonym- 
ity, as the group's leaders met 
behind closed doors. 

However, the governing 
United National Party re- 
fused to say it had lost the 
election until the final vote 
was counted. 

Mr. Wijetunga can appoint 
anyone be wants as prime 
minister and ask them to tiy 
to form a coalition govern- 
ment. 

In a national television 
address, he refused to say 
who he would choose as 
prime minister until the final 
vote is announced on 
Wednesday night or Thurs- 
day morning. 

If the alliance takes control 
of parliament, it has prom- 
ised to restructure the gov- 
ernment by stripping the 
presidency of its many {low- 
ers so that the prime minister 
and parliament will have 
more control. 

Mr. Wijetunga took power 
in 1993, when his party’s au- 
thoritarian president. Rana- 
singhe Premadasa, was assas- 
sinated, and the UNP doesn’t 
want presidential powers 
weakened or rebel negotia- 
tions. 
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Soldiers check enrfew passes of a motorist at bnwght under a state of aeei^e^to prewnt 
Colombo's wah GaHe Road. Sri Lanka was post-election violence, after Tuesday s par 

Damentary elections (AFP photo) 


Protesters hurt in Lesotho shooting 
after king dissolves government 


Stoltenberg 
silent on 


prospects 
for top 
NATO post 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
“Is that on the agenda?” 
retorted former Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Thorvald 
Stoltenberg when asked 
Tuesday about his chances of 
being chosen secretary- 
general of NATO. 

The question was slipped 
in at a meeting with reporters 
meant to focus on a recent 
trip be made as co-chairman 
of die International Confer- 
ence on the Former Yugosla- 
via. 

“I’ve been in Serbia and 
Bosnia and I’ve seen it in 
some Serbian papers. But I 


MASERU (R) — Soldiers 
and police opened fire on 
protesters, wounding several, 
outside the king's palace in 
the Lesotho capital Maseru 
Wednesday, witnesses said. 

“There has been some 
shooting. A number of peo- 
ple have been wounded,” 
said a witness to the shooting 
outside the palace where' 
hundreds were protesting 
over King Letsie Ill's dissolu- 
tion of the African moun tain 
kingdom’s government and 
parliament earlier in the day? 

Another witness said eight 
people had been wounded. 

“The shooting started after 
an army vehicle went into the 
crowd and the protesters 
threw stones at the vehicle. 
Those inside the army track 
then started shooting... 
police and soldiers guarding 
the palace joined in and fired 
at the people,” he said. 

‘Teople have dispersed. 
Those who were wounded 
were being carried into police 
vans to be taken to hospital,” 
a local shopkeeper said. 

The pro-government mar- 
chers had planned to petition 
tire Hng saying they wanted 
the kingdom declared a re- 
public. 

“The marchers returned to 
die palace after file police 
and army chased them away 
earlier in the morning,” one 


local businessman said. 

The 34-year-old king said 
in a 5 a.m. (0300 GMT) 
broadcast he was also suspend- 
ing parts of the constitution 
and fresh elections would be 
held because the people were 
dissatisfied with the 16- 
montb-old government. 

Shops and businesses in 
Maseru dosed and more than 
2,000 chanting supporters of 
Prime Minister Ntsu 
Mbkhehle and his Basuto- 
land Congress Party (BCP) 
that won elections in 1993 
converged on the palace, de- 
nouncing the king’s action as 
illegal. 


They displayed placards, 
ae of which said: “This is 


one of winch said: “This is 
the time for the end of die 
monarch.” 

Police and soldiers pre- 
vented the marchers from 
approaching the palace and 
barricaded nearby roads, wit- 
nesses said. 


The marchers proceeded 
peacefully to the residence of 
the prime minister, who was 
reported to be in a meeting 
with his cabinet colleagues. 
Party officials said he sought a 
meeting with the king. 

The king said in his broad- 
cast: “I am dissolving the 
parliament and government 
of Lesotho with immediate 
effect because of dissatisfac- 


tion” among his subjects. 

Speaking in the local 
Sesotho language and En- 
glish, the king said a provin- 
cial council representing all 
the people was being estab- 
lished and would take over 
from Mr. Mokhehle’s gov- 
ernment. 

Lesotho, which is about 
the size of Belgium and ring- 
ed by South Africa, has been 
rocked this year by a police 
strike and a mutiny by sol- 
diers in which the deputy 
prime minister was killed. 

King Letsie replaced his 
father. King Moshoeshoe 
.who was deposed and went 
into exile in Britain in 1990 
after differences with the 
then military government 
over how to nm the conntry. 

The BCP was voted into 
power in March 1993 in 
Lesotho’s first multi-party 
elections in 20 years, but has 
faced growing popular dis- 
sent, particularly over how 
King Moshoeshoe was 
ousted. 

On Monday five opposi- 
tion parties presented a peti- 
tion to King. Letsie asking 
him to stand down. 

King Letsie is reported to 
be in favour of allowing his 
father to resume office as a 
constitutional monarch, leav- 
ing real power to a newly- 
elected government. 


must tell yon, 1 am not pre- 
pared to talk about the fu- 
ture,” he said. 

Mr. Stoltenberg and for- 
mer Italian Prime Minister 
Ginliano Amato have been 
mentioned in speculation ab- 
out a possible successor to 
Manfred Woeraer, the for- 
mer West German defence 

minis ter 

Mr. Stoltenberg expressed 


4 people killed in Khmer Rouge attack 


great regret at Mr. Woemer’s 
death white noting that, as 


death while noting that, as 
Norway’s foreign minister, he 
had “worked fairly actively 
against him bong secretary- 
general” and had supported 
the candidacy of former 
Norwegian Prime Minister 
Kaare Wflloch. 


CHHUM KIRI, Cambodia 
(AFP) — Four people were 
kilted and three injured early 
Wednesday when Khmer 
Ronge guerrillas attacked 
tins town in the southern 
province of Kampot, witnes- 
ses said. 

About 100 guerrillas equip- 
ped with light arms and gre- 
nades attacked the village, 
killing four people; the dis- 
trict chief, his bodyguard, a 
policeman and another man 
related to the chief, a wit- 
ness, Peak Kdy, said. 

At least seven hots were 


burned down in the attack, 
including a policeman’s 
house, as the rebels looted 
buildings and made off with 
motorbikes laden with goods, 
witnesses said. 

“Ballets woe falling like 
xain,” said one pamc-otncken 
woman. 

Another woman sat crying 
outside the smoking rains of 
her burned-out house. “My 
house was attacked with gre- 
nades,” she said. 

"The Khmer Ronge. 
attacked my boose because it. 
was next to a policeman’s 


. house.” 

Teak Kdy said the guerril- 
las deliberately targe tted loc- 
al authorities because of the 
village chiefs harsh treat- 
ment of people known to 
have Khmer Rouge ties. 

Local police said the 
attackers had also been sear- 
ching for foreigners to cap- 
ture for ransom. 

“The Khmer Ronge asked 
if foreigners were here, any 
NGO workers,” a police 
lieutenant said, referring- to 
employees pf non- 
governmental organisations. 


U.S. Republicans begin health reform amendments 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
publicans Wednesday began 
to make their first formal 
move to scale back the Sen- 
ate Democratic health plan, 
but have not signalled readi- 
ness to move the bill ahead 
rapidly. 

After majority leader 
George Mitchell, a Maine 
Democrat, vowed to keep 
them in session all night long 
if they didn't stop giving 
speeches and start making 
decisions. Republicans de- 
cided they would rather vote 
than sleep in the Senate. 

In exchange for their 
agreement to vote on the 
debut Democratic amend- 
ment, Republicans got a 
chance to offer their own first 
amendment Wednesday 
morning. But they gave 
Democrats no reason to hope 
that the debate would move 
quickly. 

“We’re not going to be 
rushed... we’re not going to 
be stampeded by the Demo- 
crats,” said minority leader 
Bob Dole, a Kansas Republi- 
can. 

“We’ll obviously move as 
expeditiously as we have in 
the past,” be added. 

But Sen. Dole seemed to 
distance himself from Texas 
Republican Phil Gramm's 
threat to unleash a “torrent” 
of amendments to stop what 
Sen. Gramm consistently 
calls President Bill Clinton’s 
determination to “socialise” 
American medicine. 

“1 hadn’t been advised of 
that (Gramm's game plan). 
There are a lot of chiefs 
around,” said Sen. Dole. 

Republican senators said 
several amendments were 
being contemplated for the 
opening salvo. A likely candi- 
date was Oklahoma Republi- 


can Don Nickle’s amendment 
that would “grandfather” all 
existing health plans — 
meaning that any health leg- 
islation that does pass won’t 
apply to them. 

For a full week, the two 
parties bickered over proce- 
dure and gave lengthy 
speeches to a virtually empty 
Senate chamber. 

Republicans said they were 
using their right to make 
opening statements to ex- 
plain the bill to the American 
people. Democrats said they 
were intentionally obstruct- 
ing progress, hoping to delay 
action until time runs out 
before the November con- 
gressional elections. 

Mr. Clinton has made com- 
prehensive health reform his 
principal domestic policy goal 
but has ran into huge obsta- 
cles on both health and his 
battered crime bill. Opposi- 
tion comes from Republicans 
and conservatives in his own 
Democratic Party. 

Democrats reported some 
progress in dealing with pro- 
cedural hurdles to a poten- 
tial compromise on abortion, 
another emotional issue in 
the debate. 

Though recognising that 
the health battle has barely 
begun and the outcome is not 
certain, pro-reform Demo- 
crats were nevertheless giddy 
over the passage by a 55-42 
vote of the child health care 
amendment offered by 
Christopher Dodd of Con- 
necticut. 

“It’s momentum. I’ll admit 
it's not what you would call 
' thundering momentum, but 
it’s momentum,” Sen. Dodd 
said. 

But only two Republicans. 
Jim Jeffords of Vermont and 
William Roth of Delaware, 


crossed party lines on the 
relatively noncontroversial 
measure. Sen. Dodd was pri- 
vately told just a few days ago 
it had virtually unanimous 
support. 

One Democrat, Bob Ker- 
rey of Nebraska, voted 
against it. 

The amendment would 
give children preventive care 
coverage next year, instead 
of the 1997 date in the Mitch- 
ell bill. 

That party-line vote illus- 
trates how hard it will be to 
get bipartisan accords on 
health reform issues. 

Various bipartisan groups 
have been meeting. One, 
centering around Republican 
John Chafee of Rhode Island 
and Democrat John Breaux 
of Lousiana, hopes to go to 
Sen. Mitchell and Sen. Dole 
soon with a compromise 
package. 

Bat the group has already 
pushed its own target dates 
back. The 15-20 senators 
agree, for instance, on the 
need for more cost control 
than in the Mitchell bill but 
have not yet settled on the 
best mechanism. 

Meanwhile President Clin- 
ton met House Republican 
leaders Tuesday night and 
told them he was willing to 
consider cuts in his $30 billion 
crime bill but reftised to 
weaken its assault rifles ban. 

Mr. Clinton, who has been 
denouncing the Republican 
leadership for days because 
of their efforts to block the 
crime bill, met at the White 
House with two of his most 
vocal House Republican cri- 
tics — Newt Gingrich of 
Georgia and Henry Hyde of 
Illinois. 

The lawmakers said Mr. 
Clinton agreed to reducing 


Jackson sued 
again 


>00 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Pop Star Michael Jackson is 
being sued by the stepfather 
of the 13 -year-old boy who 
last year accused the singer of 
sexually molesting him. The 
man claimed Jackson broke 
up his family by plying the 
teenager and his mother with 
thousands of dollars worth of 
presents. In the lawsuit, filed 
Tuesday, the man claims 
Jackson took the boy and his 
mother on no-limit shopping 
sprees in Florida and Las 
Vegas. Danny Davis, the 
stepfather's ’lawyer, de- 
scribed Jackson's action as 
being a “classic pedophilic. 
strategy." After the boy’* 
allegation of sexual abuse 

against Jackson surfaced in 
August 1993, Davis said the 
stepfather separated from his 
wife and her son after eight 
years of marriage. Jackson's 
"lawyer Howard Weitzman 
dismissed the latest suit 
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against his multi-millionaire 
client. “This lawsuit is an 




attempt io take advantage of 
his fame and notoriety ■ in 
order to get money ” said Mr. 
Weitzman. Jackson is - be- 
lieved to have paid the 13- 
year-old ‘ boy S 15 million ear- 
lier this year to settle a civil 
action brought by the teena- 
ger. The stepfather receive? 
nothing from the settlement. 
Meanwhile police in L^os 
Angeles and Santa Barbara 
continue to investigate the 
sexual molestation allelu- 
tions against Jackson but no 
charges have been filed 
against him despite the year- 
long investigation. 
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8 countries reach 

debating 

quarterfinals 


WELLINGTON (AFP) - 
The world's best teenage 
talkers will be under real 
pressure here as the World 
Schools Debating Cham- 
pionships goes into the quar- 
terfinals. After the prelimin- 
ary rounds, eight of the 13 
countries made it into the 
quarterfinals. They are Au- 
stralia. Canada. England. 
New Zealand, Pakistan. 
Scotland, the United Stajes 
and Wales. Organiser 
Rosemary Dixon s&id 
Wednesday would be the, 
toughest ' phase of the com- 
petition so far. “The pressure 
is really on to perform as a 
loss now puts the losing team 
out of the championships." 
Contestants will be given a 
topic only 90 minutes befotj} 
the debate begins in each’ of 
the quarterfinals. The Grand 
Final will be held in the ban- 
quet hall of the Beehive -at 
parliament Thursday. Eng- 
land is the current champion. 
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S. Korea bans 
Penthouse 


' babakh 


the pricetag of the crime 
package, but White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
said the president told them 
he ‘'would not accept massive 
cuts.” 

Mr. Gingrich, the second- 
ranking Republican to the 
House of Representatives, 
said after the meeting, “the 
president indicated a very 
strong interest to work with 
us in a bipartisan basis! We’re 
going to honour that.” 

“we hope within 48 hours 
to have an agreement that is 
genuinely bipartisan,” Mr. 
Gingrich said, stressing that 
details had to be worked out. 


“I think the president 
accepts that he will have to 
accept less money,” the Re- 
publican leader said. When 
asked if he expected billions 
of dollars to be cut, Mr. 
Gingrich said “that is closer 
to the direction they’re going 
to end up in, rather than 
hundreds ’’ of millions. 

A senior White House offi- 
aal, however, said “the pres- 
ident did not agree to any 
specifics of any kind” but 
acknowledged a willingness 
to discuss spending cuts in 
orcter to salvage the bill, now 
stalled in the House. 


SEOUL (R) — The Soflith 
Korean government silid 
Wednesday it had banned -a 
Korean version of a steamy 
Penthouse magazine publica- 
tion because censors deemed 
it indecent. “The magazine 
has been found unsuitable'-fbr 
South Koreans. We are still a 
conservative nation." an tfffi- 
cial at the Culture Ministry 
said. The 116-page Korean 
version of Penthouse's The 
Girls Of Penthouse reached 
South Korea's newsstands 
last month but was seized* by 
police less than a week lajer. 
Penthouse, with its photc^ of 
nude women, is traditionally 
aimed at a mostly male mar- 
ket. The magazine says i{ is 
published in collaboration 
with Penthouse international 
using the Penthouse logo and 
trademark by permission. Dh 
Kyu -Chung, president^of 
Telefuture Inc. which pub- 
lished the magazine banned 
her. reacted angrily and cal- 
led the government dccisicg 
narrow-minded. "Is this wtwf 
the government means when 
it calls for globalisation ."’he 

said. All books and maga- 
zines published in South 
Korea have to be submitted 
to a government censorship 
body within 15 days of ffob-' 
lication. r ; 
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NO TVs for 
Malaysian gays 


Jrf^ d,t u n i°¥ r - Gin srch 
and Mr. Hyde, Mr. Clinton 
also met with the 11 Republi- 
cans who were with him on 
foe losing side last week 
a procedural vote 
blocked debate on the crime 

weck ’? defeat for Mr. 
Qinton was due in large part 

rotense lobbying cam- 
pa*gn generated by the 
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KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysia has banned 
homosexuals and transves- 
tites from appearing on jhc 
country's state-run televinon 
network. Radio Television 
Malaysia (RTM). a top tW*' 
cial said Wednesday. "Any 
artist who is proven to fie a 
guy will come under the ban. , 
We do not want to encouijigd 
any form of homosexuality in 
our society." Information 

Minister Mohamm&d 
Rahmat. was Wednesday 
quoted us saying by local 
newspapers. Officials su' 1 }-. 
Wednesday’ that the mbv^ 
followed complaints by view- 
ers of RTM shows which had 
inadvertently featured trans* 
vestites. . * 
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French forces begin pullout 
from Rwanda amid Hutu fears 


ppEONGORO , Rwanda 
/(AFP) — French forces 
. •Vednmy began handing 
...over. control of The safety 
- a"* created last month in 
. southwestern Rwanda to 
1 -African, troops but Hntn re- 
f f y« in the region remain 
- fearful for their security. 
The Stench pullout is to be 
by Sunday at 2200 


Some 30,000 Rwandan re- 
r.'hQDes — mostly Hums — 
.-were meanwhile moving 
.Wednesday towards the bor- 
der with Zaire, near the 
..-Rwandan town of Cyangugu, 
across from Bukavu in Zaire, 
.an ZCRC spokeswoman said. 

french lieutenant Colonel 
■Erik De Stabenrath handed 
-■ over his white commander’s 
.baton to his Ghanaian succes- 
,-sor Lieutenant Colonel 
- Joseph Narh Adinkzah here 
- on the dot of eight Wednes- 
i* day hmh i lin g . 

CoL A dinkr ah said the 
situation in the area was 
“calm.” 

•v Thirty Rwandans attended 


the ceremony as luggage of 
the 130 French troops was 
hauled onto jeeps far ship- 
ment west to the Zairean 
border town of Bnlcavo. 

Up to 3,000 people still 
leave the region eadi day, 
according to CoL Stabenrath. 

“Some leave for Bukavn, 
some return to the area under 
Rwandan government con- 
trol. People who totally 
trusted the french are «rfn 
somewhat scared. 

“Those who left th^ » zone 
were mainly from villages 
which became infamous in 
April," he said, referring to 
the Hntn and Tuts myT ^a r r f f s 
after the death in a suspicions 
plane crash of Rwandan Pres- 
ident Juvenal Habyarimana 
on April 6. 

Over the next four days all 
French troops — 650 men — 
wiQ quit the safety zone. 

“Good luck!” CoL 
Stabenrath said at the end of 
the colourful c er emo ny which 
was held in EngKrfi so as to 
give the Ghanaians a dunce 
to march in step. 


Rosingizandekwe Thad- 
dee, a clergyman from 
Gikoncoro, said he was con- 
vinced the “c lima te has 
changed” since four Rwan- 
dan government officials 
pledged daring a visit Mon- 
day that die ruling Tata- 
dominated Rwandan Patrio- 
tic Front (RPF) would not 
resort to violence after 
French troops had left 

“Last week 5,000 to 6,000 
people fled to the Nynngwe 
forest a day to enter Zaire” 
because they thought that the 
U.N. peacekeepers would 
not react to RPF violence,” 
be said. 

Now they under stand that 
fresh U.N. peacekeeping 
troops have nothing to do 
with U.N. forces who failed 
to react to massacres earlier 
this year, and that they are 
here to protect ref u gees, he 
added. 

In Gikongoro, a total of 
800 Ghanaian troops, 600 of 
which are operational, win be 
t a s k e d with the security of 
one minion people indmSng 



A Rwandan child walks post a group of French 
■MO u a Mda naoiffleg i eac o r fla gnUJii. convoy 


in the outskirts of Kfimye, western Rwanda in 
the French a e uuhy zone (AFP photo) 


more than 500,000 displaced. 

In Bnkava, International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
spokeswoman Nina Wmmrist 
said: “We count now from 
250 to 300 people per 
kilometre’* between the 
towns of Gikongoro, Kibuye 
and Cyangngu. 

The towns are all in the 
zone under French army pro- 
tection. 

However, in Kigali, the 
United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda (UN- 
AMIR) said that although 
there was an exodus of 
Rwandan refugees westwards 
ahead of the French pullout, 
the numbers of the people 
moving was not significant. 

An AFP correspondent in 
the area said there was a near 
constant flow of refugees 
along the road between 
Cyangugu and the village of 
Buhinga. many of them car- 
rying all their belongings. 

All said they fear that the 
Rwandan Patriotic Front will 
overrun the area as soon as 
the French troops leave. 

A press officer for the 
U.N. Rwanda Emergency 
Officer (UNREO), SybeOa 
Wilkes said people in the 
south western town of 
Kibuye on the shores of Lake 
Kivu, bordering with Zaire, 
who want to return home, 
had been under a lot of press- 
ure from Interahamwe, for- 
mer gov e rnment mOiriai to 
flee to Zaire. 

She said an average 500 
Rwandans were leaving 
Kibuye daily on boast to die 
Ijwi bland on Lake Kivu 
over die last few days. 

Troops from France 
together with some from 
francophone African coun- 
tries set up the safe zone, 
which covers about fifth of 
Rwanda a month ago follow- 
ing the three-month ethnic 



Rwandans receive aid firom the htfersatSoBm! Red Cron 


of Kigali (AFP photo) 


carnage which left up to a 
mQHbn people dead, most of 
them minority Tutsis and 
moderate Hocus. 

French Minister Philippe 
Douste-Btasy Wednesday 
caDed on the international 
co mmuni ty to take over from 
French troops who are due to 
be pulled out of Rwanda 
Monday. 

The deputy health 
ter, speaking on Europe 1 
radio, said french soldiers 
could not be “the only ones 
to bury the dead, to hand out 
water, to find food." 

’The international com- 
munity must act together to 
go to Rwanda, to help these 
people," he said. 

He also urged the interna- 
tional co m m uni ty to help re- 
fugees return to their coun- 
try, adding that if die world 
community “is not able to act 
together to build a road, the 
road of hope, the road of 
return, then 1 really think it is 
a tfisgrace," he said. 


Meanwhile, food distribu- 
tion to some 350,000 Rwan- 
dan refugees in two wretched 
camps was suspended 
Wednesday by riots and 
thefts by machete- wielding 
gangs, the United Nations 
said. 

“Security is continuing to 
deteriorate in the camps," 
said Panos Moumtzis, 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
following Tuesday’s riots. 

With food in short supply, 
distributions of rations in the 
camps near this eastern Zaire 
border town have been in- 
creasingly accompanied by 
disturbances as refugees 
scramble for their share. 

Food deliveries were tem- 
porarily halted before follow- 
ing tiie beating deaths of re- 
fugees in other fights. 

TV intwiMtin iui Co mmit . 

tee of the Red CTOss said 
about 100 young men armed 
with machetes and pick ax e* 


hijacked 20 tonnes of food 
from its trucks at Kibumba 
camp Tuesday. 

Japan’s ruling coalition 
agreed W e dnesday to send 
troops to African countries 
bordering Rwanda to aid 
Rwandan refugees. 

An official of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), the 
largest of the three coalition 
partners, said an a g re em ent 
had been readied among the 
LDP, New Party Sakigake 
and the Socialist Party. 

He added that details of 
the numbers involved and 
date of departure would be 
worked out after a fact- 
finding marion had been sent 
to die area. 

It will be tiie first time 
Japanese military perso nn el 
have been tot overseas for 
international h umanitarian 
relief work, the LDP official 
sskL 

In a separate development, 
the leaders of Rwanda and 


Burundi, striving to prevent 
fresh e thnic bloodletting in 
their countries, woo a pledge 
of “full regional support” 
Tuesday from thdr neigh- 
bours at a mini - summi t in 
Tanzania. 

Burundi’s interim leader, 
Sylvestre Ntibantuganys, and 
Rwanda's new president, 
Pasteur Bmmungu, met pres- 
idents Ah Hessen Mwinyi of 
Tanzania, Yoweri Museveni 
of Uganda and Frederick 
Chihlba of Zambia in Arusha 
to discuss ways of restoring 
peace and coaxing refugees 
bade home. 

Kenya and Zaire also sent 
representatives. 

"There must be reconcilia- 
tion in Rwanda. Regional 
leaders and the OAU are 
ready to give all help neces- 
sary,” Organisation of Afri- 
can Unity (OAU) spokesman 
Ibrahim Dagash told repor- 
ters after the closed-aoor 
meeting. 


Clinton gets thumbs down from Americans 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
; ' President Clinton’s approval 
rating fell sharply in a new 
poll, slumping to its lowest 
level since he took office in 

• January 1993. 

. ' The survey, commissioned 
by the ABC News program- 
me Nightline, found that 44 
per cent of those polled 
. Approved of the way Mr. 
^ Clinton was doing his job 
"while 51 ppr cent dis- 
approved. 

• Six weeks ago, those fi- 
• gures were almost precisely 


reversed in a similar ABC 
poll. Then, 50 per cent felt 
Mr. Clinton was doing a good 
job and 44 per cent said be 
was not. 

.. The latest survey of 518 
adults interviewed by tele- 
phone Aug. 16, also showed 
that Mr. Clinton had not 
convinced a majority of 
Americans he could be effec- 
tive as president, that he was 
a strong leader or that he 
could be trusted in a crisis. 

Asked if Mr. Clinton were 
“getting things done,” 57 per 
cent said no. The question “is 


he a strong leader?” drew a 
negative response from 58 
per cent, while 53 per cent 
said they lacked trust in the 
president. 

Only 38 per cent of those 
polled said Mr. Clinton de- 
served a second term based 
on his performance so far. 

The margin of error on all 
. results was plus or minus 5 
percentage points, except for 
the question on Mr. Clinton’s 
overall job approval. The 
margin of error on that was 
3J» because it was asked of 
1,032 adults. 


Karabakh talks founder on Lachin corridor 
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BAKU (AFP) — Efforts by 
Russia and the CSCE to 
negotiate a settlement to the 
. ■ .war over Nagorno Karabakh 
-■.have foundered over Arme- 

- ^nia’s refusal to withdraw its 
forces from two Azerbaijani 

■ territories. Azerbaijani offi- 
L. .rials said here Wednesday, 
s: - Acco rding to a presidential 

source, both sides agreed on 
. ,80 per cent of the issue raised 

■ .during last week's peace 
\ -talks, held in Moscow under 
• :the auspices of the Russian 
.'Defence Ministry. 

/ “But Armenia is refusing 
''fo evacuate Lachin and 

- ;9rashi,” he claimed, refer- 
. "ting to the two disputed 

areas. 

The Armenian capture of 
Lachin and Shushi in 1992 
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‘ proved a major turning point 
i(I1 .. . . ' “» the Karabakh war, estab- 
lished > :i ;; nK V fishing a strategically vital 
, '- corridor between Armenia 

<; i he . "Proper and the disputed en- 

cm;ir K ,n . ^ • clave, located inside Azerbai- 
' Jtoi territory but populated 
mainly by Armenians. 

also ended the heavy 
Azerbaijani bombardment of 
, Stepanakert, Karabakh’s 
Vmain city, from nearby 
Shttshi. 

With Baku's cafes fall, its 
v.lhops well-stocked with 
y-jtoods from neighbouring 
,. - Turkey and Iran and the im- 
®®ent signing of a multi- 
WKon oil contract with a 
western consortium, it is hard 
to imagine that Azerbaijan is 


But the six-year conflict 
and the resulting one million 
Azerbaijani refugees have all 
but broken the oack of die 
Azerbaijani economy while 
observers have long noted 
Azeris' reluctance to fight. 

“Our leaders say things 
will get better but they just 
get worse — wages aren’t 
paid and if you have to go to 
hospital ana you haven't any 
money, you die,” said 52- 
year-old Bakhram, an unem- 
ployed factory worker with 
five children. 

But there is little optimism 
that a lasting peace settle- 
ment between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan will be reached in 
even the medium term, de- 
spite a Russian-brokered 
ceasefire which has held for 
the last two and half months. 

“The feeling here is that 
Karabakh will be another 
Cyprus, with neither war nor 
peace,” said one Baku-based 
diplomat. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
cannot agree on even tbe 
terms of disengagement let 
alone an accord on Kara- 
bakh’s political status. Azer- 
baijan wants the withdrawal 
'of Armenian forces before 
the deployment of 
peacekeeping troops while 
the Armenians insist on the 
deployment of such a force 
prior to pulling out its troops. 

And the existence of two 
separate peace initiatives — 
possibly a third following Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati’s offer of Ira- 


nian mediation Tuesday — 
has only served to bog down 
and confuse the negotiations. 

“The CSCE has unfortu- 
nately been very passive re- 
cently while Russia has been 
very active,” said the Foreign 
Ministry source, who decried 
what be claimed was the lack 
of a comprehensive peace 
plan from the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE). 

Azerbaijan has called for a 
multinational peacekeeping 
force, afraid that a Russian 
peacekeeping operation simi- 
lar to that in neighbouring 
Georgia would seal Azerbai- 
jan's territorial losses — 
around 20 per cent of the 
former Soviet republic is 
under Armenian occupation. 

“Russia's plan of a ‘separa- 
tion of forces* with its own 
troops, which would amply 
freeze the situation, would 
certainly - lead to another 
Cyprus.” said tbe source. 

Kaiser Zara an. the Baku- 
representative of the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees, is drawing up 
contingency plans for the re- 
turn of refugees to Azerbai- 
jan’s occupied areas. “If any 
contested areas became safe, 
the refugees would return 
very quickly," he said. 

But with no compromise’ 
acceptable to either Armenia 
or Azerbaijan in sight, Mr. 
Zaman’s plan look unlikely 
to be realised in the near 
future. 
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mi, ■' (•’■■■ NEW DELHI (AFP) - The 

, oi k . , ^ v i ‘ “ldian opposition called off a 

i ; ; 1 'ill'/ U-day boycott of parliament 
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• '* 1 k jj ,r 'f=. frontation over a huge secur- 
•ties fraud which returned 
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i.* ; political centre-stage, 

’ - All opposition MPs re- 
turned to parliament after 
iv- 1 ' .... I" speakers of both houses 


W 


actions taken over a $1-3- 
bfllion securities scandal. 

“The last 10-12 days was a 
testing time for our par- 
liamentary democracy,” 
Speaker Shiv Raj Patil said as 
opposition members trooped 
inside parliament’s 545-seat 
lower house. 

Mr. Patil said the govern- 
ment would submit as soon as 
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.Minister P.V. Narasimha 
ruling Congress (I> 
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a government report on the 


ified” report on the actions 
has taken on recommenda- 
tions of a bipartisan par- 
liamentary committee which 


probed the stock market 
scam. 

Parliamentarians ap- 
plauded the speaker's 
announcement while Mr. 
Rao congratulated Mr. Patil 
for helping to break the poli- 
tical deadlock by thrashing 
out a settlement between the 
Congress and tbe opposition. 

Mr. Patil said the deadlock 
over the government docu- 
ment could not have been 
resolved without the coop- 
eration of ruling and opposi- 
tion party leaders. 


Pope urges 
dialogue 
in Cuba, 
Haiti. 

VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul Wednesday 
said the legitimate aspirations 
of the people of Cuba and 
Haiti had to be respected but 
that dialogue and not force 
should be used to resolve 
crises in both countries. 

The Pope’s call for dia- 
logue appeared to be a stand 
against a possible U.S.-led 
invasion of Haiti and even- 
tual government reprisals 
against Cubans who have 
tried to leave their 
economically-strapped is- 
land. 

“I hope that dialogue, even 
in the international sphere, 
will prevail in the search for 
just solutions,” the Pope told 
pilgrims and tourists at his 
weekly general audience. 

“To this end, the legiti- 
mate aspirations of those 
peoples must be respected," 
he said. 

The 74-year-old Pope said 
the people of both Cuba and 
Haiti reared for their future 
and asked his audience to 
pray for the leaders and 
citizens of both countries. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros GhaJi said Tuesday 
be would send a mission to 
Haiti to persuade its military 
rulers to step down and avoid 
a military invasion. 

A Security Council resolu- 
tion, adopted on July 31, 
authorises tbe use of force to 
restore exiled President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide, ousted in 
a September 1991 coup. 

The resolution clears the 
way for a possible U.S.-led 
invasion to dislodge Haiti’s 
military leaders. 

Cuba, the only Latin 
American country the Pope 
has not visited, has been 
rocked by civil disorder as 
Cubans opposed to the Com- 
munist government of Ftdel 
Castro have tried to leave. 

Some 500 Cubans who 
had tried to go to the United 
States by holding up an oil 
tanker at Cuba’s port of 
Mariel left the vessel volun- 
tarily Monday after a 24-hour 
stand-off. 

Three hijackings of ferry 
boats from Havana Bay trig- 
gered unprecedented street 
clashes in the Cuban capital 
on Aug. 5 in which 35 people 
were injured. 

Meanwhile the U.S. milit- 
ary acknowledged Tuesday 
signs of “growing unrest" 
among thousands of Haitian 
refugees sent to the U-S, 
navy base at Guantanamo 
Bay in Cuba following riots 
there at the weekend. 

Clashes Saturday between 
750 Haitians and U.S. milit- 
ary police injured 65 people, 
including 45 refugees, the 
Pentagon said Monday. 


Bosnian Serbs step up pressure on U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serbs stepped up pressure on 
the U.N. Wednesday by 
saying they could block con- 
voys across their territory, 
and fighting flared near 
Sarajevo in violation of a 
U.N. -mandated heavy 
weapons exclusion zone. 

Serbs served notice that 
they would block U.N. con- 
voys through their territory 
beginning Thursday unless 
peacekeepers hand over fuel, 
U.N. military spokesman 
Major Rob Annink said. 

Maj. Annink told reporters 
peacekeeping commanders 
would refuse to abide by tbe 
demand. 

“It is blackmail and we will 
not comply. It doesn't matter 
how much they want. We will 
not give them fuel,” be said 
in Sarajevo. 

Serb and Muslim-led Bos- 
nian army forces traded shell- 
ing attacks Tuesday near Bre- 
zak north of Sarajevo, violat- 
ing the 20-kilometre U.N. 
weapons exclusion zone 
around tbe capital. Maj. 
Annink said. 

Fighting in the same area 
almost provoked NATO air 
strikes against both factions a 
week ago. 

The rebel Serbs’ move to 
block convoys came two 
weeks after their long-time 


patron, Serbian-led Yugosla- 
via, imposed a blockade over 
their rejection of the latest 
peace plan. 

Maj. Annink said possible 
fuel shortages caused by Bel- 
grade’s blockade would be a 
“logical explanation” of the 
Serbs’ latest demand. 

Bosnian Serbs, under 
pressure to accept the inter- 
national peace plan, have 
tested the U.N.’s resolve in 
tbe past month, raiding U.N. 
weapons depots, cutting off 
the main commercial route 
into Sarajevo and shutting 
down the humanitarian airlift 
into ihe dty for weeks by 
shooting at U.N. planes. 

NATO aircraft attacked a 
Serb target near Sarajevo this 
month after Serb soldiers 
seized back weapons from a 
U.N.-guarded storage site, 
violating tbe no-weapons 
zone. 

Despite tensions around 
the city, U.N. officials were 
still trying to broker negotia- 
tions to reopen the commer- 
cial routes into Sarajevo 
which Serbs have dosed. 

Viktor Andreev, U.N. 
chief of civil affairs for Bos- 
nia. was scheduled to meet 
Bosnian Serb leaders 
Wednesday in their stron- 
ghold of Pale, outside 
Sarajevo, to pave the way for 


talks Thursday with U.N. 
special envoy Yasushi 
Akashi. 

Mr. Akashi had sought 
pledges Tuesday from the 
Bosnian government to re- 
frain from initiating attacks 
against Serbs. 

But the commander of the 
MusKm-led Bosnian army. 
General Rasim Delic. said his 
forces were shifting to an 
offensive stance and 'would 
gradually turn the tide 
against the Serbs. 

“We are like a snowball 

C ’ng bigger as it rolls down 
i the top of a bill. If 
things continue as they are 
the process of liberation will 
accelerate,” Gen. Delic told 
stale television in Sarajevo 
Tuesday evening. 

Gen. Delic warned of more 
war, telling Sarajevans their 
relatively sheltered existence, 
under Serb siege but pro- 
tected from shelling by a 
NATO enforced ceasefire, 
would end as the Muslim-led 
army went on the offensive. 

“I want everyone to under- 
stand that the war is con- 
tinuing, that cafes and trams 
and some kind of access cor- 
ridor do not mean freedom or 
a return to normal life," Gen. 
m id. 

Rebel Muslim leader Fik- 
ret Abdic, fighting a losing 


battle against Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces in a northwest 
enclave, has declared a un- 
ilateral cease fire, ihe United 
Nations said. 

The ceasefire in tbe Bihac 
pocket went into effect at 
midnight local time Monday 
night and Muslim-led govern- 
ment 5th Corps troops 
appeared to be respecting the 
ceasefire but had not yet 
signed up to it. 

The Vatican said Pope 
John Paul would visit 
Sarajevo on Sept. 8. 

An official statement also 
confirmed that the 74-year- 
old Pontiff would travel to 
the Croatian capital Zagreb 
on Sept. 10 and 11. Roman 
Catholic Croatia will see the 
visit as setting The papal seal 
on its independence from for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

Spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro-Valls said U.N. 
forces had assured Vatican 
envoys that they could guam- 
tee security for the Pope’s 
trip. 

A German transport plane 
cut short its airdrop mission 
over Bosnia Tuesday after 
sighting anti-aircraft fire 
aimed at two United States 
planes ahead of it, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday. 


Bonn wants Europol to thwart nuclear smugglers 


BONN (R) — German Fore- 
ign Minister Klaus Kinkel 
proposed Wednesday that 
Europe's fledgling police 
‘agency, Europol, shoud be 
used as a clearing house for 
information on nuclear smug- 
gling from the former Soviet 
Union. 

He -also appealed to his 
counterparts in Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus and 
Kazakhstan to help thwart 
any more atomic contraband 
and offered the European 
Union’s help to do this. 

Mr. Kinkei's suggestion 
came as another senior Bonn 
official. Chancellery Minister 
Friedrich Bohl, called for 
wider powers for Germany’s 
spies to help combat nuclear 
smuggling. 

A German television prog- 
ramme named a nuclear re- 
search laboratory in Moscow 
as the suspected source of 
some smuggled plutonium 
seized in Germany last May 
and said it had a secret report 
detailing the slack security 
measures there. 

Officials declined to com- 
ment on the source of the 
four batches of nuclear con- 
traband — three of 
plutonium-239 and one of 
weapons-grade uranium — 
seized in (he past four 
months. 

“We should think of build- 
ing up Europol into a data 
collection and exchange at 
the European level and use it 
more in cases of international 


nuclear smuggling," Mr. 
Kinkel said. 

“Nuclear smuggling must 
be fought where it starts, at 
the origin of this deadly 
trade,” he said. 

The Hague-based Europol, 
which is wholly independent of 
the long-established Interpol, 
began operating last January 
and has been used as a clear- 
ing bouse for European 
police forces for intelligence 
on drugs smuggling. Nudear 
smuggling would be a major 
new extension of its responsi- 
bilities. 

Mr. Kinkel, whose country 
is current president of the 
European Union, said he 
would put the issue on tbe 
agenda for an informal EU 
foreign ministers meeting in 
the Baltic Sea resort of Use- 
dom on Sept. 10 and 11. 

Bernd Schmidbauer. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
coordinator for intelligence 
services, was due to visit 
Moscow later this week to 
discuss the smuggling cases 
with Russian officials. 

The United States said 
Tuesday it had contacted 
Russia to stress its concern 
about the nudear smuggling 
reports and said Bonn was 
“very wise” to send Mr. 
Schmidbauer to Moscow. 

Mr. Kohl said Germany’s 
BND intelligence agency 
should be allowed to pass to 
domestic security agencies 
any information it garhers 
abroad. 


Current laws bar the BND 
from sharing such informa- 
tion with the German police, 
but a government-sponsored 
crime bill now stuck in parlia- 
ment would remove such res- 
trictions. 

“We have to let the BND 
give decisive help in fighting 
atomic smuggling,” Mr. Bohl 
said. 

According to the north 
German television program- 
me Panorama. German in- 
vestigators have named the 
Kurchatov Institute, a Mos- 
cow nudear research labora- 
tory, as the source of six 
grammes of plutonium seized 
m May. 

The programme, due to be 
broadcast Thursday evening, 
also reported on a secret 
document from Russia’s Ato- 
mic Energy Commission de- 
tailing security lapses at the 
institute. 

“There is no actual inspec- 
tion of nuclear material,” the 
Hamburg-based television 
programme quoted the docu- 
ment, which is dated Oct. 10, 
I993,a as saying. 

“There is no guarantee 
that unauthorised persons 
cannot remove, steal or swap 
nudear materials." 

One of the three offidals in 
charge of cleaning up the 
Chernobyl nuclear power sta- 
tion after it exploded in 1986 
warned in an interview with 
the weekly Die Woche that 
far more nuclear material 
than suspected had already 


reached Germany. 

“Nobody can control this 
atomic smuggling.” Die 
Woche quoted Vladimir 
Chemosenko as saying. 

“This industrial sector was 
traditionally controlled by 
the KGB." he said, “now 
those structures have fallen 
away and there is no more 
control. A foreign organisa- 
tion is certainly not able to 
get an overview." 

Reflecting growing public 
concern over the smuggling 
of weapons-grade materials 
into Germany, left-wing 
politicians began calling for 
an urgent ban on plutonium 
production and the eventual 
end to nuclear power 
altogether. 

"We can no longer justify 
dealing with this highly poiso- 
nous plutonium that can be 
used to make bombs," said 
Joschlca Fischer, a prominent 
leader of the Greens Party 
and environment minister in 
Hesse state. 

“Many states are going to 
follow this example (of smug- 
gling plutonium), especially 
Third World states, and the 
problem will become even 
more uncontrollable,” he- 
said. 

The environmental affairs 
spokesman of the opposition 
Social Democrats (SPD), 
Michael Mueller, called on 
Bonn to put an end to nuclear 
power production because it 
was too risky. 



Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, AUGUST 18-19, 1994 


Jordan Times 


An ndcpcadm Arab polibal duly m E£ngtrii b, ,hc Jo rd*> Prra Fbandwon 

EsuMshed W7S 

W " * Vj» >-: SB- ^ L-x ^ 



Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL RAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 694103 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Argument for the law 


AS MEMBERS of the Abequa family gathered in 
front of the Prime Ministry to demand that the 
law be the final arbiter in the custody case for the 
children of their son who confessed to killing his 
wife in the United States, Lisa and Sami were 
boarding a plane on their way to the United 
States. 

Whether Lisa and Sami will have a better life 
in the custody of their mother's or father’s family 
is not the most important issue at thin point. 
What should be of the utmost import is the 
application of the law to resolve this most 
difficult case. 

The two children were in Jordan and the 
family of their father as weU as that of their 
mother have applied for custody. There are 
Jordanian laws governing such a conflict. The 
law should have been applied and a court of law 
should have been the final arbiter in the case. 
Given our belief in the fairness and independence 
of the country’s judicial system, the court ruling 
would have been accepted by all, except probably 
the U.S. which might believe more in the 
soundness of its own laws. 

The Abequa children were flown out of Jordan 
without a court decision. This is, regardless of all 
good intentions involved, a blow not only to the 
family who have put its frith in the judiciary but 
also to the whole democratic process in Jordan. 
Democracy is about the application and respect 
of law. In this case, it is dear that the law took a 
back seat to politics or to extrajudicial deals. 

It was American politicians who politicised 
what should have been a purely legal matter . Yet 
again, those politicians provided an evidence of 
their hypocrisy in dealing with democracy and 
the rule of the law in other countries. Granted 
the greatest fault lay with the absence of an 
extradition treaty between Jordan and the U.S., 
bnt that should not mean that American officials 
and parliamentarians should insist on their own 
laws superceding other countries’ statutes and 
legal procedures. 

Maybe the political pressure was a bit too 
much for Jordan to resist. However, the King- 
dom could have made an impeccable argument 
for resolving the case in a court of law. Furth- 
ermore, this country could have voiced its 
argument publicly inside the United States itself. 
The government could have told the Americans 
Jordan is a democracy and in a democracy it is 
illegal to break the law. 

The U.S. would have had a hard time defeating 
this argument in public. It would have betrayed 
the pillars of its own system had it done so. 

We do not know how the majority of Jorda- 
nians feel about what happened yesterday. We do 
know, however, that some Jordanians stand to 
suffer from the decision to send the children back 
to the United States. Among those will be the 
Abequa femily, which was not given a fair chance 
to prove that Lisa and Sami could have been 
better off with them. Maybe the Abequas should 
fight for custody in American courts with the 
support of those who can assist financially. The 
one thing they could be sure of there is that U.S. 
officials will have a hard time trying to break 
American laws. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'i Wednesday voiced his rejection 
of the reported proposal calling for a Saudi-Paiestinian- 
Jordanian supervision of the holy places in Jerusalem. 
Tareq Masarweh said that Jordan has a special and unique 
role in caring for the holy places and has been exercising 
this role through the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
before and during the Israeli occupation of Palestine. 
Admitting that the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) or the Palestine National Authority (PNA) should 
have geo-political sovereignty over the holy city, the writer 
said that the holy sites in particular could be placed under a 
special Islamic committee that would take charge of 


maintenance, restoration and other safeguards in conjunc- 
tion with the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf and the 


non with the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf and the 
Palestine National Authority. Referring to the Washington 
Declaration, the writer said that it provided for a special 
Jordanian role which would be taken into account when the 
Israelis and the Palestinians start discussing the future of 
the holy city. He said that Jordan does not claim 
sovereignty over the city of Jerusalem but is seeking to 
reaffirm its historic and traditional role of caring for the 
holy shrines in collaboration with the Islamic World. He 
-said the Oslo agreement does not provides for the 
involvement of Saudi Arabia in supervising the holy places 
and the Washington Declaration stipulate a Jordanian 
religious sovereignty. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dustour drew attention to the need.- 
to offer facilities for investment in new development 
projects in Jordan. Mohammad Daoud said that the 
country has been witnessing increasing indicators of in- 
creased desires for investments, something which increases 
optimism and confidence in the national economy- It is : 
incumbent on the government, said the writer, to offer 
investors further incentives and more facilities, especially 
those interested in industry, tourism and services sectors. 



The View From Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


Wr iting as an expression of self: Problems) solutions 


WRITING IS perhaps the most difficult subject to teach. in 
our part of the world, both at the school and university 
levels. Not only are there so many factors and variables to 
deal with (noticeably more so than in most other subjects) 
but also writing seems to be more directly tied than other 
subjects to die state of the culture at large. Regrettably, oar 
present-day educational cultural climate is not congenial 
to good writing. 

we must at the outset distinguish between creative and 
expository writing. The former refers essentially to “liter- 
ary” texts, such as poems, short stories, novels, plays, etc. 
The latter refers to non-literary texts, those written with a 
more imm ediate or specific purpose in mind — such as 
essays, scholarly articles, reports, letters, etc. In creative 
writing, one enjoys a great deal of freedom in both the 
choice of the theme itself and the style of writing. Aside from 
some tarit norms and conventions related to the use of 
bm gnage and to the handling of genre, there are virtually no 
roles as to how one ought to write. In fact, in most cases 
(such as in modern literature) the excellence of literary 
works stems from their conscious violation of norms and 
conventions — F.mft y Dickinson, T.S. Eliot, James Joyce, 
and E.E. Cummings are good examples. In expository 
writing, by contrast, there are explicit rules with respect both 
to theme and style, rules which must be adhered toby all, all 
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the time. As I tell my students, George Bush and Bill Qmton 
have probably changed the shape of Middle Eastern politics 
for a long time to come, but that' would never change the use 
of a semicolon or a comma. 

My main concern here is with expository writing. 

The state of contemporary Arab written discourse is 
indeed far from satisfactory. The majority of texts written in 
Arabic by Arabs today, in nearly any field, abound with 
errors of all sorts — some understandable but most 
outrageous. There are mis takes not oily in punctuation 
(winch many seem to treat as decorative rather than 
functional), in diction, in grammar, in structure but also in 
clarity, coherence, cohesion, logic. You name it. I have seen 
many mstanees where a full stop is placed in the middle of 
the sentence, not at the end of it; where there is no topic 
sentence whatsoever in the paragraph or where there are too 
many; where the writer jumps from one point to the other 
without ns knowing bow; where texts are unbearably 
repetitios; where words are too abstract and hoDow; where 
whole paragraphs and sections are absolutely po in tles s or 
nonsensical. The sad tiring here is that such “crimes against 
the language” (to use a phrase by Mark Twain) occur not 
just in material produced by students at school or university 
but by professionals whose material is published, some of 
whom are celebrities. Look at the editorials and feature 
stories in the Arabic dailies, the Radio and TV news 


bulletins, school textbooks, articles or books written by 
intellectuals in the various spheres, etc. I have read books 
(many books) whose 200-page argument could be succinctly 
summarised in 10 pages, is too pedestrian or obvious to be 
published, or is so draunlocutory it is an insult to the reader. 
Should not there be a difference between the way my 
semi-illiterate grandmother writes and the way experts 
write? 

Generally, there are many causes for poor writing. Some 
are linguistic (i.e. the person’s command of the language, 
which is an essential tom), some technical (the know-how of 
writing as a process or a craft), some have to do with practice 
and experience (the more one writes the better one becomes 
at it), some with the teaching environment itself (the 
approach or method of instruction, the text used, the 
teacher), etc. 

In our society, however, the most crucial causes are the 
following three, in my opinion. 

1. Very little writing is done at the school level. A quick 
look at most school syllabi in the Arab World, especially at 
public schools which cater for the majority of students, 
reveals that writing is immensely max&nafised. Not only is 
there an obvious lack of emphasis on written reports and 
research but the “composition” lessons, along with “art” and 
“physical training,” are not taken seriously. The writing that 
is done in exams, which has lessened remarkably with the 
spread of the so-called objective tests, is graded on the basis 
of information only. The language, the style arid the method 
of organisation are not taken into consideration. If students 
are not given the chance to write extensively at an early 
stage, when their readiness to learn and master skills is 
presumably at its best, how can they become effective 
writers? 


2. The conception of writing itself at our schools seems to 
be falty. We teach our students what we call in Arabic 
“Insha\” In theory; the term, which translates into “con- 
struction” or “composition/ 1 is quite apt. Writing is indeed a 
process of constructing and composing; it is much like 
building a house, where one makes up a design first (winch 
corresponds in w ri t in g to the outline) and then proceeds to 
translate its various compone n t s into neat realities step.by 
step. In practice, however, “Dosha™ is quite simply a 
disaster. ‘*Yunstri”’ has come to mean “create freely. The 
process is very similar to creative writing in its loosest sense. 
Even though students are told that there ought to be logic 
and organisation, they are not held accountable for them; 
nor are they shown how to write logically or organise, in die 
first place. Most teachers encourage students to write 
flowery words and rhythmic phrases, highly metaphoric 
expressions, mid s w eepin g generalisation — Le. everything 



Algeria’s civil war smoulders on 


By Francis Ghiles 


THE INCREASING vio- 
lence which has racked 
Algeria in recent weeks has 
quite overshadowed the 
agreement North Africa's 
largest nation reached with 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) last May. The 
violence, which is claiming 
both Algerian and foreign 
lives and which is now strik- 


ing at the very heart of 
Algiers, has convinced 


Algiers, has convinced 
many Western observers 
that even if the current 
round of negotiations on 
foreign debt, whose aim is 
to loosen the financial 
noose which has forced 
Algeria to pay more than 88 
per cent of its foreign in- 
come to service its debt to 
Western creditors, is suc- 
cessful, the country's leader 
will not be in a position to 
kick-start an economy 
which has been in decline 
since 1986. 

The number of victims 
claimed by the violence of 
the past two years is now 

estimated to have passed 
5,000. Many of these are 
ordinary men and women. 
They belong to that mass of 
Algerians who arc not sup- 
porters of radical Islam but 
shun supporting a govern- 
ment whose legitimacy they 
reject. 

Prominent intellectuals 
and scientists continue to be 
targeted by the fun- 
damentalists, such as the 
head of the veterinary 
school, Mohammad. Bek- 
kouche, who was killed on 
July 11, but foreigners have 
recently payed a heavy toll. 
Seven Italian sailors were 


Most of these acts are 
deemed to have been car- 
ried out by the radical 
Armed Islamic Group, 
which has vowed to target 
people who “help'* the 
Algerian government. But 
proof of who perpetrated 
these acts is usually hard to 
come by and there exist 
those who have vested in- 
terests, who, in the view of 
many Algerians, would not 
hesitate to kill if they felt 
those were threatened. 

The slaying of foreign en- 
gineers working for Sonat- 
rach could have serious eco- 
nomic repercussions as it is 
the first time the activities 
of the oil company have 
been specifically targeted. 
Income from oil and gas 
exports account for 96 per 
cent of all Algeria's foreign 
earnings and the more 
liberal policy enacted in 
1991 is attracting many oil 
companies to drill in the 
country. Indeed a few days 
after this incident, the U.S. 
company Arco signed a 
$1.3bn production sharing 
deal in an existing field with 
Sonatrach. Other such 
deals are expected to follow 
which are vital for Algeria's 
future economic wellbeing. 


France and the U.S. 

diverge 


Another development 
causing concern in Algiers 
relates to the growing di- 
vergence which has 


murdered as they slept in 
their cargo ship off the port 


their cargo ship off the port 
of Diendien on July 7 and 


of Djendjen on July 7 and 
five technicians working 
with the state oil and gas 
monopoly, Sonatrach, were 
taken off a company bus a 
week later and shot in front 
of their Algerian peers in 
cold blood. 


vergence which has 
appeared between the 
French and U.S. positions 
over how to respond to the 
deepening crisis. The U.S..' 
has for some time made 
clear its preference for dia- 
logue between the military 
and all the political forces in 
Algeria, not least the fun- 
damentalists. Policy-mak- 
ers in Washington have 
attempted to draw conclu- 
sions from their country's 
long estrangement with 
Iran and the violent anti- 
Western feelings displayed 
by Arab public opmion af- 


ter Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The conclusions are four- 
fold. Washington does not 
with to replace one “ism'' 
with another, e.g. Com- 
munism with Islam, and 
strongly objects to being 
labelled the “Great Satan”. 
Second, while it is con- 
cerned at the activities of 
Sudan and Iran, it does not 
believe there is a “mono- 
lithic international control 
being exercised over the va- 
rious Islamic groups in the 
region”. Third, it is suspi- 
cious of those who would 
use the democratic process 
to come to power only to 
retain political dominance. 
Finally, while it does not 
wish to impose a Western 
model of democracy on the 
Middle East, it does believe 
that broad political parti- 
cipation contributes to 
long-term stability. 

The Italians and, even 
more, the Spaniards, share 
such views but are reticent of 
expressing them in too pub- 
lic and forthright a manner. 
Germany will not wish to 
contradict France whose 
support it needs in matters 
East European. French 
politicians do not disagree 
■with the U.S. position in 
private but do not appreci- 
ate such views being ex- 
pressed publicly. They fear 
that the possible advent of 
an Islamic state in the run- 
up to next year's elections 
will lend support to right- 
wing leaders such as Le 
Pen. Many interests tie 
Algeria's nomenklatura to 
French interests, which 
could be upset by a change 
of regime. The government 
of Prune Minister Bahadur 
has canvassed its Western 
allies to support the IMF 
package of reforms and the 
rescheduling of Algeria's 
debt. Most countries have, 
some rather more relucant- 
ly than others. But ail 
aggree in private that in the 
absence of a broader poli- 


tical consensus, they may 
be throwing good money 
after bad. 

Algeria is not part of 
U.S. strategic concerns in 
die Middle East. These are, 
by name,: Israel, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia. Its policy 
makers are not unaware of 
the “spill-over” risks that 
the advent of a fun- 
damentalist regime in ! 
Algiers might carry. But 
they despair of Algerian 
leaders’ capacity to rebuild 
a political consensus. Ear- ; 
lier this month, the veteran^ j 
leader, Hodne Ait Ahmed, 
who is secretary-general of 1 
the secular Front des Forces 
Socialistes, criticised 
France for not putting its 
weight in the balance to 1 
encourage the Algerian 
government to dialogue. 
Dialogue, not just between 
the two sides which have 
been confronting each 
other since the elections 
were suspended two and a 
half years ago, but dialogue 
with all the parties, includ- 
ing the Front de Liberation 
National. What Mr. Ait 
Ahmed says from Europe, 
the former reformist prime 
minister, Monloud Ham- 
rouebe, says in Algiers. 

The question today is 
who is talking to who? The 
fundamentalists are frag- 
mented, groups will kill 
rather than talk. The same 
appears to be true on the 
other side. A veil of mys- 
tery surrounds the army 
leadership which is nearly 
as thick as that which sur- 
rounds tile fundamentalist, 
groups. The absence of 
leaders of stature on either 
side simply encourages the 
spoilers. Meanwhile the 
mass of Algerians refuse to 
join in, an attitude which 
both sides deplore but 
which, to date, has pre- 
vented a low-combustion 
civil war from turning into 
all-out conflict. 


Middle East International 


which ought to be discouraged in expository wniiagjThe 
models stinkmts by to emulate when tfaejn wjjte home 

and when they grow up to be frill-fledged 
the Kkes of Dickmson, EhoLJoyc^and 
rwti« What they produce is poetic prose. Thus an 
essay about “agriculture m Jordan” is written in the style of, 
and may read like, a love letter: no facts, no evidence, no 

kj ?Threcv^write in our part of the world lack the level 


of oom^t ro^ for £ood writing. Writing is taUJ, 
mnrmlted. hiriilvordcTiy, highly disciplined, highly meticu- 


controlled, highly orderly, highly disaphnea, rngmy mencu- 
lons, highly responsible, highly demanding, and even highly 
unnerving. It is a very long and a very djeuh and parnful 
process. One has to think, read about the subject, think 
some more, attempt an outline, draft an outline, revise the 
outline, translate the outline into a draft, rewrite the draft, 
then revise,- etc. individuals in our culture (today) are, 
frankly, too impatient, too carefree, too quick, too undBa- 
pKued, too disorderly to live up to the challenge of writing. 
Most want to at down for half an boor or an hour and write a 
masterpiece. Ask our students: they know that there ought 
to be an outline, a draft, revision, a topic sentence, 
development, organisation, etc. They know. Ask them to 
write, they do not pay attention to what they know. The state 
of writing in our society is like the traffic situation m our 
towns and cities. Who does not know that at a stop-sign one 
is supposed to stop? But who stops? They know the useof 
the semicolon but they ignore it when they wnte. The 
problem is cultural and sociological in my opinion. They are 
too impatient, too lazy, and too noncommittal — three bad 
traits which are inherited from the culture at large. 

To write well, we have to teach writing well. First, we need 
to rethink the concept of “Insha”’ and replace it with 
“Writing.” While the first is highly impressionistic and free, 
the lattw is scientific and controlled. We can benefit from 
the experience of other nations with writing, becaus e writing 


Secondly, we most give our students the opportunity to wnte 
fairly frequently and consistently until the writing process 
becomes almost second nature to them or until it becomes 
spontaneous, Kka the water they drink and the air they 
breathe. Thirdly, we ought to focus on the mental and social 
impediments which stand in the way of commitment to' 
witting and seek help from experts in solving them — a task 
which is not at all easy. 

Writing jg important, more important than many in our 
society think. It is an expression of self, an expression of 
identity. It is time to take it more seriously and to reconsider 
where we (individuals and institutions alike) stand in relation 
to it 


Mandela’s tests 


are yet to come 


By Brendan Hoyle 

Reuter 


! C AIM . TOWN - Smith 
African I ’res idem Nelson 
Mandela li.is wmi me 
hearts of a divided nation 
during his first 100 days in 
office. 

But colleagues and poli- 
tical analysts say the real 
tests, including the judg- 
ment of voters who have 
pinned their hopes on him. 
are still to come. 

“I don't think he could 
have done better," said 
arch-rival Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. leader of the 
Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party and Home 
Affairs Minister in Mande- 
la's constitutionally en- 
forced coalition cabinet. 

“He has performed very 
well as a father figure and 
as a head of government... 

I think he has a firm hand 
"anr'govetnment policy." 
said Mr. SuthdezL^jne of 
Mr. Mandela's fiercest^cri-'- 
tics before the country's 
first all-race elections last 
April. 

Mr. Mandela, who spent 
over a third of his life in jail 
for plotting against white 
rule, marks bis 100th day in 
office on Thursday with a 
state -of-the-nat ion address. ■ 

He is expected to spell 
out details of the Recon-' 
struction and Development 
Programme (RDP) crafted 
by his African National 
Congress (ANC) to elimin- 
ate the backlogs of 340 
years of white rule. 

Mr. Mandela promised 
in his first address to the 
new black-led parliament 
on May 24 to extend the 
frontiers of freedom. 

“My government's com- 
mitment to create a people- 
centred society of liberty 
binds us to the pursuit of 
the goals of freedom from 
want, freedom from hun- 
ger. freedom from depriva- 
tion, freedom from ignor- 
ance, freedom from sup- 
pression and freedom from 
fear." he said. 

After 100 days, however, 
the only tangible evidence 
of his promise of a better 
life is a new deal giving free 
medical care to pregnant 
women and to children 
under six if they are in 
reach of a hospital. 

A school-feeding scheme 
for the country’s poorest 
children will go into effect 
on Sept. 1. 

For the rest. Mr. Mande- 
la’s government has named 
hundreds of task forces and 
working groups to research 
the implementation of the 
RDP and ways to create 
jobs out of renewal. 

Alec Erwin, an ANC 
stalwart serving as deputy 
to old-guard Finance 


Minister Derek Keys, ack- 
nowledged that the ex- 
pectations of the 12 million 
people who put Mr. Man- 
dela in power .could, be-, 
come a crisis^ ■ 

“If not enough is done in 
this early period of govern- 
ance in the next six or 
seven months, then the gap 
between aspirations and 
delivery will become a se- 
rious one." he said. 

Admitting that his main 
surprise had been to learn 
that government was har- 
der than he expected. Mr. 
Erwin added? 

“The next 100 days is 
going to be tougher "than 
the last 100 days. But i 
think in the next UK) days 
some of the ‘fruit of the 
preparatory work that has 
been carried out will start 
reaching the ground. 

“If we spend a little bit 
longer in these early stages. 

I think we will be able to go 
faster. Time spent now will 
^JaLS.aved .Jater." he said. 

That logic "appeals to the 
business community, but it 
is harder to sell in black 
townships were unemploy- j 
ment is estimated at over 
40 per cent and 1.5 million 
families live in shanties of 
cardboard and plastic. 

“The evidence of the first ; 
100 days, in terms of eco- j 
nomic policy, would appear , 
to be quite positive." said 
Dave Mohr, chief econom- 1 
ist for the old Mutual in- 
vestment House. , 

The South African. 
Chamber of Business confi- 
dence index hit a ii 1 /; year 1 
high at the end of July 
despite the shock resigna- 
tion of keys for personal 
reasons. 

Though foreign invest- 
ment has not started to 
flow, all the many trade 
delegations assessing 
opportunities in South 
Africa speak highly of the 
country and its new leader. 

In the townships that is 
not enough. 

“It looks like our presi- 
dent is only'in charge politi- 
cally and not economical- 
ly." said Amos Makhubu. a 
shanty dweller in KaVle- 
hong. outside Johannes- 
burg. 

"I supported the ANC 
because they said things 
will be better when they are 
in power. But three months 
'have passed and it does not 
look like we will get any of 
the things we were prom- 
ised." 

Former President F.W. 
de Klerk, now one of two 
deputy presidents, said in 
■ an interview he was pleased 
by the cooperative spirit in 
the coalition cabinet in 
which his National Party 
shares power with the ANC 
and Inkatha. 
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Jerash Festival deserves a better press coverage 


9y Mohammad Mashariqa 

The -13th Jerash Festival is over. New files have 
beat added to the festival’s rich art treasury , and 
very soon the festival's administrators will commence 
with the preparations for the next year’s collection. It 
is oar duty and a must to open the 13-year-old files 
and scientifically review the records , bearing the fact 
in oar minds , that sdf-cntkxsm and honesty is the 
first step towards progress and development. 

My primary concern in this procedure is the 
exploration of the relationship between the local 
press and the festival and its development within this 
period of time. 

Apparently, the role of the press in promoting the 
festival and featuring it as an international and local 
cultural occasion has been deteriorating throughout 
these years. The press neither succeeded as a news 
promoter, nor as a cultural media in reflecting the 
real local art movement and art criticism. Therefore, 
we came up with the two general approaches of the 
press. One voices the echoes of the personal battle- 
fields and interests, carrying out all unprogressive, 
attitudes of the local tribalism, and the other one 
views the festival as a Gat board where only dates and 
places alternate along the time line, while the cultural 
and deep human content never appears in the 
media's focus. It wasn't surprising that at the end, the 
press coverage of the festival depended upon person- 
al relationships and moods of individuals, sometimes 
deforming and modifying it and many times boycot- 
ting it completely. In this way the press didn't only 
degrade the festival and its own professional efficien- 
cy, it committed a crime against citizen's right on 
information and stood on the way against construc- 
tive and effective interaction between the society and 
its cultural product embodied in the festival. 

After thirteen years , it is time to put an end to all 
these destructive and unprofessional practices of the 
local media, and start changing them by open- 
minded and scientific ways of dunking, whereas 


promotion of the festival should never be looked 
upon as a persona/ issue, bur should be handled as a 
science and industry. Promotion also reflects the 
society's virions, its sodo-poUtical and cultural 
aspects and its psychological references. 

_ Regarding the request about establishing progres- 
sive press role in the cultural movement, we came to 
the question: How much are the journalists qualified 
to carry out such role? Observing the cultural and art 
pages in the local papers . if is evident that the local 
media lack experts and critics in different art fields. 
It is very rare to read or watch on TV an in-deptii 
dialogue about certain art or dnltural phenomena. 

• While other Arab capitals act as cultural centres 
which generate new art movements and revise and 
develop cultural heritage in a genuine way, Amman 
only echoes what is going on around. As long as we 
neglect the importance of constructive criticism, need 
for close cooperation between critics and artists and 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

constant process of self-evaluation and professional 
improvement, we will remain a provincial village, at 
the margins of the Arab and international cultural 
movements. 

The Jordanian intellectuals could be divided into 
three categories: 

1 — Semi-intellectuals and insufficiently educated 
individuals who build their carter on the backs of 
their narrow beliefs, tribalism 

2 — Snobs who underrate local values on behalf of 
the foreign cultural achievements, 

3 — Tiny layer of the educated professionals who 
abandoned their fields under pressure of underde- 
veloped social readiness to accept their expertise. 

Considering all these facts. We shouldn't be sur- 
prised with the press reflection 6 f the Jerash Festival 
this year, and the years before. Confidently we 
conclude that until now the local press failed as a 
critical observer and a promotional media. It was 
stuck on the level of superficial reporting or on 


attempts of presenting this cultural event as an 
alienated political-ideological occasion. Hence, many 
high standard artistic shows were turned into miser- 
able events by the unprofessional attitudes of jour- 
nalists, or dialogues between traditional and modern 
Arabic poetry were highlighted through the prism of 
the personal conflicts. 

The Jerash Daily which is traditionally published 
during the festival, this year also failed to improve its 
standard. It was clear through its imbalanced cover- 
age policy, exaggerated ad spacing, obvious personal 
clashes through the articles and unsatisfactory re- 
sponse to the real needs of the festival’s readers. 

The other local papers and the JTV handled the 
festival in a very superficial and naive way. They 
neglected the fact that the Jerash Festival, as a 
national and international cultural event, is as much 
important as any other political event, since the 
cultural barr/e is also a political battle at the same 
time. The JTV in particular looked at the festival as 
an opportunity for meat , chips and soft drink 
promotion . being barely conscious about its cultural 
and promotional role within the festival. 

For all these points mentioned above, I came to 
the conclusion that it is the responsibility of every 
Jordanian to contribute in his own way to promote 
the Jerash Festival. 

A proper promotion of the festival could be 
achieved through: 

1 — Establishing a qualified press committee, 
consisting of intellectuals, academics and journalists ; 
their duty to be in planning, defining and executing 
scientific systems of promotional strategies, which 
will be sensitive enough to detect the objective 
presentation of the festival and providing a correct 
source of information to everybody concerned. 

2 — Jerash Daily to be raised to the level of a 
highly professional paper, which should have dear 
policy and qualified staff of well-paid specialists from 
the various local newspapers. The daily should be the 
main source of information concerning the 
festival. 
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A career in banking Russian style 
— guns, bombs and karate 
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By Sebastian Smith 
Agence France Presse 

MOSCOW — It was an 
unusual venue for the 
Russian deputy minister 
t ! for education; The school 
was a clearing in the 
woods , the students were 
tattooed commandos and 
the lesson was on death. 
But be liked what he saw. 

“This is a world of hero- 
ism,” Deputy Minister 
Alexander Asmolov said 
at the Okinawa Private 
Security School outside 
Moscow. 

Faced with a wave of 
robberies and assassina- 
tions of high banking offi- 
cials, Russia's thousands 
_ of ban ks are hiring private 


armies trained in schools 
like Okinawa, one of the 
largest in the country. 

At its training ground in 
a wood outside Moscow 
last week ; the school put 
local bank security teams 
through their paces in a 
show of force to impress 
politicians and potential 
clients. 

The oddly named Cri- 
minal Sboi (Criminal 
Show) was part paramilit- 
ary reunion, where sawn- 
off shotguns and camouf- 
lage jackets were de 
rigueur, and part school 
open day, complete with 
competitions, picnics and 
prize giving. 

About 100 visitors spent 
the day strolling around 


the shady clearing , stop- 
ping for snacks at i he Law : 
and Order Cafe and 
watching dozens of young 
men blast at pop-up 
targets, battle in hand-to- 
hand combat and demons- 
trate the various ways of 
shooting bank robbers. 

The crack of pistols, 
clatter of machine guns 
and thud of smoke bombs 
mixed incongruously with 
the strains of a live rock 
band stationed under the 
pine trees. 

Perhaps the most popu- 
lar event , and the one . 
closest to the audience's 
hearts, was a competition 
between 10 Moscow banks 
to see whose security team 
could best foil an attemp- 


ted heist. 

The simulations were 
carried out with excruciat- 
ing Attention to detail, in- 
cluding fake blood, liberal 
use of blank ammunition 
and some rigorous un- 
armed combat. 

Iri a display of grim 
thoroughness, the team 
from Unicom Bank first 
jiddled the thief with paint 
bullets fired from two 
portholes in the side of its 
armoured bank van. A 
guard then got out of the 
van, shot the prone thief 
with his handgun, then 
handcuffed the body and 
put it in the back of the 
van.! 

Vhleri Velichko, a 
security expert and presi- 


dent of the Internal Secur- 
ity Veterans Club, said 
private guards were legal- 
ly allowed to kill people 
“ threatening life and 
property." 

But be complained that 
the current laws only 
allow the guards to use 
shotguns and pistols, not 
machine guns. 

"Now the time is ripe to 
amend the law on private 
detective agencies,” he 
said. “ Everyone wants to 
survive, not to be killed." 
he added. 

Mr. Asmolov said the 
private paramilitary 
schools were a useful way 
to counter Russia's gitidy 
crime rate and put laid off 


KGB and other highly 
trained policemen to 
work. 

“ The emergence of the 
private detective agency is 
the embryo of the future 
system," he said. 

He said there was little 
danger of such lethal 
groups of men being pul 
to the wrong purpose and 
said bis department made 
rigorous yearly inspec- 
tions. “That’s roo often,” 
be said. 

In two years. Okinawa 
has trained 600 people . 
The guards are attracted 
to the dangerous job by a 
salary that is between 
eight and 15 times higher 
than the Russian average, 
school officials said. 
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The Gulf Crisis And Its Global Aftermath 

(Edited By Gad Barzilai, Aharon Klieman and Gil 
Shidlo, Routiedge publications , 1993). 

Hus collection of articles is a welcome addition to the 
literature on the Gulf crisis and its repercussions. The 
editors a/m to tackle the interactions between domestic 
\pofitics and the international setting on the one hand, 
and the wider ramifications of the Gulf crisis on the 
other. The book is divided into five parts and includes 
sixteen articles covering the Middle East, Israel, the 
great powers and worldwide forces. 

The- first part on the Middle East examines the Arab 
system, Saddam Hussein , Saadi Arabia, the PLO and 
the refugees. Of particular interest is Efraim Karsh's 
article Survival At All Costs: Saddam Hussein As A 
Crisis Manager, Karsh rightly ascribes Saddam Hus- 
sein’s invasion of ifuwair to “ strategic and economic 
realities", especially as the economic cost of Iraq's 
reconstruction after the Iraq-Iran War was estimated 
at $230 billion. He investigates Saddam's "rule of 
fear”, his strategy of divide et intpera and goes on to 
explain why Saddam opted for war when he could have 
withdrawn his troops. He concludes that “ caught 
between the hammer and the anvil”, Saddam chose 
war believing that a prolonged confrontation might 
dilute the resolve of tie multinational forces arrayed 
against Mm, thus elevating Ms status in the Arab 
World to that of Nasser. Karsh, however, disagrees 
with the American notion that Saddam remains the 
"lesser evil”. While oblivious of the religious clout of 
ban he concludes by advocating the “Shnte solution , 
Much he admits to be short of constituting a 
"panacea”. He goes on to condemn Saddam's personal 
rule and Sunni domination as an "assured prescription 
Mr domestic repression and external aggression in the 
future.” So far, Karsh's prediction of an aggressive 
Iraq has been wrong and there are even unconfirmed 
reports that the Iraqi regime is conducting high-level 
clandestine negotiations with Israel. If this happens to 
be true a revisited Baghdad Pact embracing many 
regional countries including Israel and the present 
Iraqi regime against “fundamentalist Iran, will no 
longer be an outlandish possibility. 

In the second part Israel in the post-Gulf era is 
examined. Efraim Inbar's article Strategic Consequ- 
ences For Israel examines thb behaviour of the Israeli 


government during the Gulf crisis in which Shamir's 
“ low profile " policies successfully managed not to 
“rock the boat ” of Middle EaStdm politics. Inbar also 
examines Israel's changing strategic setting during the 
crisis largely resulting from the Withering away of the 
bipolar international system anc[ the heavy introduc- 
tion of medium-range ballistic missiles into regional 
conflicts. Inbar rightly condudesHthat it was to Israel's 
supreme advantage that the “power of a formidable 
Asab opponent, Iraq, (was) significantly reduced ”, 
and that in spite of disastrous strategic miscalculations 
by the PLO the “marginalisation of the Palestinian 
issue will be very difficult.” 

The third and the forth parts investigate great power 
realignment and the ripples worldwide through ex- 
amining the new world order, the American-Israeli 
relationship, Soviet policies during the Gulf crisis , 
European reactions. Third Wdrid arms exports to 
Iraq, petroleum prices and the media. In his article 
Origins Of The New World Order, Robert Tucker 
contrasts the Reagan Doctrine from the Truman 
Doctrine: The Reagan Doctrine* assumed a unilateral 
role in “ extending " freedom rather than “defending” 
it In responding to Gulf crisis, jefre Bush administra- 
tion reversed tire outlook by' its insistence on a 
multilateral response, thus placing principal emphasis 
on the maintenance of law and order. But unlike 
Woodrow Wilson who had believed in the power of 
public opinion and the role of the U.S. as an agency for 
change , Mr. Bush believed in actual force as an 
effective means. His crusade for a new world order, 
paradoxically, was about defending the status quo. 
The irony, however, was that tbd Golf War was fought 
neither for extending democ&cfiin- its Western con- 
cept nor even for defending] it 4 

Abraham Ben-ZvTs article IAI Changing American- 
Israeli Relationship deals with the changing dynamics 
of U.S.-IsraeH relationship. In ^is explanation of the 
“special relationship" paradkmi.be quotes William 
Quandt who has ascribed tbisblkmomenon to, among 
other things, the “ congruence of values between the 
two nations... in a way that has no parallel on the Arab 
side . ” Ben-Zvi identifies the 1982 Lebanon War, the 
abortive 1988 Shultz peace initiative and the intifada as 
the “triggering events” which contributed to the 
erosion of U.S.-Israeli relationship. This erosion, he 
adds, was further exacerbated bfy the reduction of the 
importance of Israel as a strategic asset to the U.S. 


following structural changes in the global international 
system. Additionally, die Gulf War provided the 
impetus for “exposing”, “ amplifying ” and even 
“ accelerating " this erosion. Indeed in this new com- 
plex of strategic, economic and political conditions, 
Ben-Zvi rightly predicts an "increasingly assertive and 
ambitious American posture " vis-a-vis Israel. 

Part five assesses future prospects for peace. In then- 
joint article Conflict Resolution Under The Veil Of 
Uncertainty: The Middle East, Gad Barzilai and 
Giedeon Doron point out the regional structural 
changes that have taken place , namely American 
hegemony and the potential for an American-led 
regional alliance. They also study structural relations 
between the local actors and between them and the 
superpowers. Barzilai and Doron conclude the book 
by stressing the importance of America’s stabilising 
hegemonica! role and die necessity of improving the 
micro-level conditions of the region through “moder- 
ate processes" of democratisation, secularisation, 
...etc. 

Evidentiy, the richness of this work stems from the 
wide academic spectrum to which its contributors 
belong: They are regional historians, war specialists, 
political scientists, public policy experts, ... ere. 
Additionally, the articles are presented in a lurid 
manner which enables the genera/ reader to grasp 
many of the intricate realities underlying the various 
complicated issues investigated. However, the book 
occasionally lacks a watertight thematical framework 
which ensures logical progression from one article to 
another. 

For example part four Ripples Worldwide deal with 
pre-war issues such as Third World armament to Iraq 
and the non far-reaching issue of the media during the 
crisis. Needless to say, some contributors have relied 
heavily on secondary sources at the expense of 
in-depth analysis. Bruce Maddy-Weitzman's narrative 
article Continuity And Change In The Inter-Arab 
System unduly dwells on newspaper articles, public 
interviews and official radio broadcasts. Finally, due to 
the fact that the bulk of the contributors are Israelis, 
the book comes across in many respects as a projection 
of an Israeli view on the issues tackled, albeit an 
academic one. 
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Four decades 
after death , 
Eva Peron still 
stirs passion 


By Ian Kafze 

The Associated Press 

CIUDAD EVITA, 
Argentina — On most 
days, the bronze bust of 
Evan Peron seems forgot- 
ten, kept company only by 
the weeds sprouting be- 
low. 

Now and then — on her 
birthday, Peronist Day 
and the anniversary of her 
death — devotees bright- 
en the roadside monu- 
ment with roses and 
wreaths. 

The legacy of Eva 
Peron and her husband, 
the late President Juan 
Peron, faded as time pas- 
sed. And in recent years. 
President Carlos Menem, 
head of the Peronist Par- 
ty, reversed the old 
nationalist policies in the 
name of a “new” Peron- 
ism. 

Then Oliver Stone came 
to town to shoot the movie 
version of the bit musical 
Evita. which depicts its 
heroine as a power-hungry 
woman who slept around, 
and all that began to 
change. 

Even 42 years after she 
died of cancer at age 33, 
such an image of Eva 
Peron is heresy to many 
Argentines, particularly 
the “ shirtless ones” who 
venerated her in life. 

“People sec her as an 
idol , a respected figure ” 
said Horacio Kafful a 
popocorn vendor in 
Gudad^ Evita, a working 
class area 15 miles (25 
kilometres) west of 
Buenos Aires named for 
her. “If they make a film 
that says she’s prostitute, 
well, people hpre can’t 
take that.” 

Over a convivial lunch, 
Mr. Menem originally told 
Stone he would have ac- 
cess to government build- 
ings, including the pres- 
idential offices. After a 
week of complaints , he. 

decided the story “ distorts 
historical truth. ” The gov- 
ernment now says the 
American director can 
make the film in Argenti- 
na , but not inside any gov- 
ernment buildings. 

41 It vnild be like letting 
Oliver Stone use the 
White House to say Ken- 
nedy was a homosexual," 
said Patricia Bullrick , a 
Peronist congresswoman . 
“What we’re saying is, if 
you’re going to insult my 
mother, do it in the street, 
not in my house.” 

What happens next is 
uncertain. Stone’s agent, 
Steve Rivers, told .the' 
Associated Press the 
director had not derided 
where be would film Evita 
and was considering sites 
outside Argentina. 

The real Evita was bom 
in Buenos Aires province, 
moved to the capital at 
age 15 and became a 


radio, stage and film ac- 
tress. 

It is believed she was 25 
when she met Peron, an 
ambitious army officer 
twice her age. They were 
married a year later, in 
1945, and a year after that 
he was elected president, 
making bis wife the most 
powerful woman in 
Argentina. 

She became the cham- 
pion of workers and the 
poor. Her Eva Peron 
Foundation built schools 
and hospitals , and bought 
gifts for needy children. 

“ A man who is 55 years 
old today might remember 
the foundation giving him 
a soccer ball or a trip to 
the beach when he was a 
child,” said Felix Luna , a 
leading historian. “So now 
be romanticises Evita and 
that whole period." 

She was adored by the 
“resentidos;" the have- 
nots who hate the rich. 
“Shall we bum down the 
Barrio Norte?” she 
would ask them at rallies, 
referring to a wealthy sec- 
tion of Buenos Aires. 

In her autobiography. 
The Reason For My Life, 
which was required read- 
ing in primary schools, she 
wrore: “When I disco- 
vered that there were poor 
people and rich people in 
the world, the strange 
thing is Char the existence 
of the poor didn’t cause 
me as much pain as the 
knowledge that, at the 
same time, there were 
people who were rich.” 

Understandably, rich 
Argentines despised Evi- 
ta, calling her a phony 
populist. 

“ She always provoked 
heated political debate," 
said Congressman Jorge 
Matzkin. leader of the 
Peronist bloc in the Cham- 
ber of Deputies. “After 
42 years, the intensity of 
emotion has lessened, but 
it’s still there.” 

Matzkin helps keep it 
a live by hanging a portrait 
of Evita on the wall out- 
side his office. In a recent 
protest march, metal 
workers wore plastic 
headbands inscribed with 
“ Evita immortal ” and 
drea wings of her and Juan 
Peron. 

Tourists visit Evita ’s 
mausoleum at Recoleta, 
the cemetery of the 
powerful. Her body has 
been carefully preserved, 
but only family members 
are permitted to view it. 

Mr. Lina, the historian, 
said Evita “belongs to 
Argentine mythology” 
along with the late tango 
singer Carlos Gardel and, 
“30 or 40 years from 
now,” soccer star Diego 
Maradona. 

“When someone be- 
comes a myth, " he said, 
real history is not re- 
levant. ” 
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The all-in-one swindle 


By Jean-CLunk Elias 


Our suppliers of information technology want ns to 
believe that the persona/ comparer (PC) has become a 
consumer product. Though partly true , the complexity 
of the software and the enormous variety of problems 
a PC user may encounter while working, belie this 
statement. Nevertheless, the PC hi nowadays marketed 
as such, i.e. as a consumer product. 

One of the many ruses manufacturers resort to in 
order to promote their goods is the “aU-in-one” trick. 
From pens that have a built-in watch , a ruler and an 
electronic game to radio sets with an integrated 
flashlight, a calculator and a coffee percolator, aB are 
made to tempt the buyer into the magic of the 
multi-purpose. Not only does the customer forget that 
he is actually paying for all the devices as if bought 
separately, but he a bo has to settle for poor quality 
components. 

If the above is more or less acceptable for pens or 
radios, it should not be even considered when looking 
for a PC or a PC-related product. An American 
company has recently launched a portable fax machine 
that also serves as a photocopier, a document scanner 
and fax-Modem. Four machines in one. 

To be true, technically speaking, it must be said that 
the above four units do have something in common — 
they all use a scanning system. However, for quality 
work, they most all have different specifications. 
Resolution more particularly must be as high as 



possible for a good scanner, while medium resolution 
would do for a fax system. Somewhere on the road to 
perfection, obviously, there is a flagrant compromise. 

Audiophiles reject anything Jess than a discrete hi-fi 
system where each piece is separated: The amplifier, 
the cassette deck, the CD player, tbo radio tuner, the 
speakers, etc. For the ultimate in music purity , the 
most demanding even look for separated power 
amplifiers and control pre-amplifiers. 

If quality is the mam reason for having independent 
units, practicality and maintenance are important as 
well. The ergonomics of a fax machine and a PC 
, scanner are not the same. How do you combine them 
and keep them pleasant, easy to manipulate? /Repair- 
ing modular units is easier and less expensive than 
integrated ones. Transporting them too. 

Manufacturers can be excused tor and 

marketing all-in-one small, amusing gadgets, not 
computer related units. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shaqair 


BELIEVE FT OR NOT 


d During World War I two soldiers met Both were 
Australians. Each was 19 years old. They had 
caught the same pulmonary disease. Their name 
was Franz Richter. 


Hr & ft d ft 


it An American city celebrates the Larvas Festival 
during which the natives colour their faces as if they 
were worms. A race competition is held among 
them to select the fastest “larva” 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1 . How did the pomegranate get its name? 

Z How and when was the “guillotine” invented, and 
how did it get hs name? 

3. Who abolished slavery in the U.S. and when? 

4. Supply the missing word in each spa ce: 

a- Land of the Midnight Sun is 

b- Thelongest thoroughfare in the world is. 

c- The term “penalty corner” is associated with 


it it it it d 


it it it it d 


it hr Jeffersonville, Indiana, there is a graveyard 
specifically erected to contain the U.S~A. Sags. 


YOUR CHARACTER IN FOCUS 
Bom on June 4 


it it ir it it 


it Last year a South Korean citizen shook hands with 
not less than 25,000 persons within eight hours. 


d d d d d 


it Divorce which once had been considered taboo in 


China since the eighties apparently increased to 
reach one million cases in 1993 or the tre 


l or the treble number 
in 1991. Statistics show that one out of five 
marriages presently ends in divorce as a result of 
social change in this country. It is worthy noting 
that 20 per cent of the husbands in Beijing beat 
their wives. 


— Likes peculiar people and firings. 

— Inventive and attracted to new ideas, reforms in 
social fife and out of the way studies. 

— Likely to have a considerable amount of annoyance 
and trouble from relations on account of his 
independent character. 

— Active, intelligent, engaged in the r econstruction 
or fire betterment of human fife. 

— Dislikes hypocrisy and loves art and music. 

— Has an attractive personality. 

— His drawbacks are: Changeability, domination, 
stubbornness, vindictiveness and jealousy. 


d ir hr d ir 


d d d d d 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


— How about eating out tonight? 

Ma ra T yok» toe tanawool at-taam tarty al-bayt haxal- 

BDtSM IBflflla 

— That sounds good. FUora tayytba. 

— Shaft we go to the Red Rose Restaurant? 

Atazhab da mat’s m al-Warda at-Banrra? 

— Yes, but it is so expensive and crowded. 

Na’am walakhmahu g hafi wamazdabhn. 

— It is a romantic restaurant, isn Tit? 

Janata mat'am sba'iri, alaysa kazafik? 

— Then let’s go for lunch. Ezan tinazbab IH-ghadaa. 

— Doyousen-'csnacfes? 

Hal tokaddhnnaoon wufahat kkafffk? 

— Yes, you can have any of your assorted sandwiches. 


PUZZLES 

(A) Insert the missing number: 



Na ' 


yomkinoka an tatanawal ayy shay mia 

taWua d-mutaoawe*a- 

— Please bring me the menu. 

Mia iadfik ah'dfo lee qa'haat aLta'am. 

— What’s the price of the regular meal today? 

Ma tiutmau at-mfiba aLaadfya hazabynum? 

— About 5 dinars excluding refreshments and service. 


ir it ir it ir 


(B) Insert the word in the brackets that can be 
prefixed by any of the letters on the left 
A 


Hawaii khamsat dananeer bidoon al-omrattibat waF 

khirtnam- 


dr d ir Hr ir 
TIME FOR FUN 



dr A man saw a young lady washing a cat in the 
sea-water. Advising her, be said : “Vm afraid the cat 
would die of washing. ’’But the woman didn't belive 
in what be said. A few hours later the man found 
the cat lying dead. 


Blaming the lady for not listening to his advice, the 
kind-hearted man said: “Didn't I tell you that 


washing would cause death to the animal ?’ 

“He didn’t die of washing but he died while 
wringing it/” the woman promptly answered. 


ir A spinster once used to say: *TU get married to 
nobody eke but to a daring man. A friend of hers 

J J ttjr* I n/hn 


then enquired “Good heavens! JWho^would ever 


dare to ask your hand for marriage? 


ir Bernard Shaw was complaining about his miserable 
mar riage but he often used to say: ‘Mamage is 
necessary for man- If a man succe eded m finding a 
virtuous w oman, he would live happily. If he, on 
the other band, was bound to many a wicked 
woman, he would become a philosopher like me! . 


*, 2 Z(sh§m§mi 
imps 


To the Editor: 

I am a 16-year-oJd girl from Poland interested in 
exchanging stamps and postcards. 

/ could write in French, Spanish, Russian and Polish 
to those interested. My interest in stamps varies from 
culture, to history, geography, sports , fauna and flora. 


Andre Novak 
93-193 LODZ 
UJ. Leczycka 32/3 
Poland. 


In Shakespeare’s garden 


By B. Yaghi 




How are the Iraqi people recovering three and a half 
the Guff 


years after the umt War? Engineers dWgenfiy 
rebuild the country night and day repairing bombed 
oat bridges, warehouses, ministerial compound s and 
roads. At first glance, in the area where Western 
civilisation first began, between the Tigris and 
Euphrates, an aura of normalcy, as far as structures 
■go, prevails. Yet, this is only superficial, for with the 
continuance of the sanctions, life becomes _ in- 
creasingly more difficult for the majority of civilians 
who experienced die worst bombing since World 
War H. 

There is a small plot of land where Shakespeare's 
flowers bloom and grow, overshadowed by poverty, 
despair , hunger and the cries of innocent children 
whose protests fill the stale air and daily, little bodies 
are carted off to burial because small frames can not 
withstand starvation and lack of medicine . 

One senior UNICEF official warned: “It's not as 
bad as Ethiopia, but almost as bad. Iraq has never 
suffered horn severe malnutrition before, but nowit 
is evident in many of die young children who 
commonly have swollen bands, feet and distended 
bellies ” 

Abdul Jabar is an En glish teacher who when a 
student, wanted one day to have a garden containing 
all the flowers that be bad read about in 
Shakespeare's plays and poems. After be married, he 


Alter WOK; borne with bis 


‘■Ahotcupof^m 

uSSlIErinrssss 

wife, who nodded affirmatively. 

As the family ate' a warm meal, ms wire 

announced- ‘T called my sister today 
SSL Tnd sends her greetings. I bad to wait 

to 3 ! long line at the telephone centre just 

with her for three minutes, but it was good to hear 

hervdteLd to let her know that we are getting 


He rimed bis hot, red, mint spiced tea, righedand 
thoujhv^es we arc managing , but for how fon^ 
Umv i^no- ran mv mother bve on half the insulin 


she 


needs? What if I get sick? Then who will 
family ? How will the girls be able to flnishtheir 
education? As it is now, we cant buy the food we 
need. Where are the good tomorrows that the girls 
deserve to dream about?" 


bought a small plot of land and built a comfy three 
room home, where 1 


he cultivated a garden dedicated 
to Shakespeare’s ingenious writings, in which among 
other plants, roses and lilies grow. 

Abdul Jabar has a wife and four daughters, one of 
whom is married. Since he retired, his government 
pension does not meet the needs of his family. His 
daughters remaining at home are all teenagers in 
school and require some kind of pocket money. 
Therefore, every afternoon, the former English 
teacher goes to the streets of Baghdad where he 
stands patiently by bis portable table which carries 
used household equipment sold to him by those who 
need the money in order to eat. 

Whatever the weather, in the cold of winter which 
chills to the bone or die heat of summer when the 
merciless sun bakes the earth to a dry crust, the 
English- teacher waits for a customer to purchase 
something so that his family can manage to sustain 
themselves. As he stood one day, he remembered 
those pre-war times when be was happy with his 
family. Hen bis thoughts drifted bock to home, to 
his aged mother with diabetes and bow medicine for 
treatment is nearly impossible to procure. He en- 
visioned his wife cooking meager staples and scrub- 
bing down the white the in their kitchen where she 
lochs out on Shakespeare’s garden, the only bright 
picture in sight. He wondered if his youngest 
daughter was taking care of the chicken that her dad 
raised daring the Gulf War for at this time, one egg is 
almost equal to the monthly salary of a lecturer at a 
u ni v er s i ty. As for the severely malnourished babies, 
' who can aflbitf a fin of powdered milk which sells for 
over $80 or a smaff bag of coffee which costs around 
$75 or more while a small can of bologna is about 
$36? 


After sapper, he went to work in his garden. He 
Hng some and pulled out a few weeds, here, in his 
fittie pa fob of heaven surrounded by a vast expanse or 
hell, he felt at peace and peace was something he 
longed for. He looked at his neighbourhood Some 
houses remained a pile of rubble. Sewage still filled 
file streets and he could always hear babies cry 
because they never got enough to eat. A few doors 
down, be noticed the lights off in the house where his 
friend lived. His Mend's daughter had cancer and 
before the war, progressed nicely from the treatment 
iiving , but now, she ha 


she was receiving, but now, she bad become a regular 
patient in the children's ward and bis friend had informed 
turn: “ The doctors’ say there’s not much chance of 
her surviving. Every day she -looks weaker and 
thinn er j heard from the hospital staff that half the 
children who enter the hospital never get out alive. 
Diarrhoea seems to be the greatest killer of infants 
and my fittie girl is doomed to death too . But I can't 
understand why! She never hurt anyone /" 

Not too far away from the teacher's home is the 
Ameriya bomb shelter where a pinpoint bomb 
blasted hundreds of people to their deaths. Though 
324 bodies were removed, some bodies are still 
trapped inride. One of Abdul Jabaris fellow teachers 
lost all his family the night of the shelter's destruc- 
tion. 

Abdul Jabar fondly looked at his bouquet of 
Sowers growing in Shakespeare's garden and hoped 
that soon the sanctions would be tiffed and that the 
Iraqi people who had suffered enough would have a 
better future to look forward to and that once again 
young Iraqis would be able to laugh and play tike 
children the world over. 

Some of tiie Iraqi elite still attend fashion shows 
where the latest styles are modelled in front of a 
silent glaring crowd but clothes are very expensive 
and few can afford the pricerdf a new dress or suit and 
regardless of how rich or poor anyone is, no one 
laughs as much as they used to or can ever forget the 
40 fays of Purgatory they suffered through . 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 

Thursday, Aug. 18 


7:15 Battiestar Galactka 

The human race is to be destroyed by the cyclones 
but Adama and son Apollo gather the survivors to 
escape to Earth. 


9:10 Quantum Leap 
Maybe Baby 


8i30 Heart of Comage 

Exploring ordinary people who saw children in 
danger, and acted without hesitation to save them 
from certain death. 


10:00 News In En glish 


9:10 Murder She Wrote 
Appointment in Athens 

Jessica helps the British intelligent men who are 
after a group dealing with smuggled weapons, and who 
had kidnapped one of their men. 


10&0 Snow River — The McGregor Saga 
The Race 


10:00 News in English 
lOtfO Movie Of The Week 
Friday, Aug. 19 


Monday, Aug . 22 


9:10 E.N.G. 

False Step 

A father avenges the murder of bis 14-year-old 
daughter . The camera catches that 


8:30 Home Free 
9:10 Galactic Odyssey 
10:00 Mews In English 
10:20 Matrix 

11:10 No Job For A Lady 


10:00 News in English 

1000 ErnOk 

Emilie is tom between two marriage proposals. 

11:10 Dad's Army 


The old recruits help bring down to earth a priest, 
who is caught by a flying balloon. 


Saturday, Aug. 20 


8z30 Movies, Games And Videos 


9:30 The Campbells 
Minors Of The Soul 

Dr. James Campbell will soon find out how new 
medicines would compare to the old ones, when he 
finds himself among an American Indian tribe. 


10:00 News In Eng lish 
1Q£0 Feature Film 

Sunday, Aug . 21 


Tuesday, Aug. 23 

8£0 Hollywood Stuntmakers 
9:10 The Commisb 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 Rose Against The Odds 

Wednesday, Aug. 24 

800 Bob 

9:10 The Nature Of Things 
10.*00 News In English 
10:20 The Nanny 
The Gym Teacher 

‘gym” exarm Aggie's neck when she sits for a 


800 Step By Step 

Read All About It 

When it comes to earning money , Frank believes 


11:10 Poldark 
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that the man in the house should be the one who earns 
the most. 


It's a long journey for a little girl to find her real 
mother. Luckily Sam is her saviour and companion. 


It s Australia, during the 19th century. 

A youngman , Luke, and his mother are back frfim 
America to fight for their rights to their land, taken 
over by a greedy uncle. 


Jane seeks the help of her Labour colleague to help 
an Asian student to stay in Britain. 
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e,! Susan Sarandon — mother, activist, actress 
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gy Douglas /. Rowe 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Susan 
Sarandon already has the 
reputation as someone 
who could easily pass a 
current events quiz. So it’s 
not surprising that the 
conversation daring a re- 
cent interview eventually 
tamed to one of the day’s 

bigg?# stones. 

She wondered whether 
OJ Simpson can get a 
fair murder trial , then said 
several people have com- 
mented that the prosecu- 
tor, Marcia Clark , resem- 
bles her. 

Ah, the c asting hag be- 
gun for the inevitable 
movie. 

Not that Sarandon 
needs die role. She con- 
tinually gets meaty parts 
and anyway, the role she 
tikes most is mother, 
u WhBe 9-year-old dangb- 
r ter Eva digs into a heap of 
ke cream capped with 
jimmies, Sarandon curls 
up in the comer of a sofa 
in a Manhattan hotel 
suite, wearing a white, flo- 
wered summer dress, and 
she explains how she en- 
sures that her family’s life 
suffers no disruptions by 
any movie she makes. 

When director Joel 
Schumacher approached 
her about playing Reggie 
Love, the almost-bnt-not- 
qnite-in-over-hcr-head 
lawyer in The Client, 
Sarandon made sure film- 
ing was scheduled for 
summer, while school’s 
out, Schumacher prom- 
ised a nice bouse and a 
good time for Sarandon 
and her children: 5-year- 
old Jade Henry and 2- 
year-old Miles — her kids 
by live-in lover Tim Rob- 
bins — as well as Eva, 



Susan Sarandon 

whose father is Italian 
director Franco Amurri. 

Plus, her agents were 
saying: “Are you crazy? 
It's Grisham. Take it. 
Take it it’s going to make 
millions and millions of 
dollars.” 

Certainly, John 
Grisham’s potboiling 
novels have been adapted 
into box-office successes, 
if not critical ones. Which 
caused Sarandon to say, 
laughing: 

“Kit turns out to be the 
only Grisham that is not 
successful it will be a com- 
plete h umilia tion . ” 

The 47-year-old red- 
haired gamine, who star- 
red in Atlantic City, Bull 
Durham, Thelma And 
Louise (and let’s not 
forget The rocky Horror 


Picture Show and Pretty 
Baby), needn’t worry. 

Even though she *s 
taken substantial time off 
in recent years, usually to 
have babies and rear her 
children, she’s always 
managed to find a way 
back, she said. 

“ There’re so few scripts 
that even come dose to 
being as interesting as my 
kids. Having been in tins 
business 20-some years: 
Been there, done that. 
I've also lived my life pret- 
ty hard. So there’s not too 
many surprises in certain 
areas. I don’t feel like Tm 
missing out on anything, 
so Pm very happy to stay 
home and explore family 
life.” 

Consequently, Saran- 
don , who has been nomin- 


ated three times for the 
Best-Actress Academy 
Award, can eschew the 
Hollywood ' industrial 
complex by living in New 
York and risk contempt 
by speaking ont on issues. 

Still, it’s cost her, she 
said. 

“ Absolutely , I think 
you’ve got to pay the 
price, you know . No pain , 

no gain — all those dicbcs 
that used to be written on 
your jeans somewhere in 
the ’ 60s 

"I’ve been trying to im- 
press upon my kids that 
life is just about making 
mistakes, that, you know, 
that’s the process of learn- 
ing what you want, who 
you are, going in whatever 
direction , ” said Sarandon, 
herself the eldest of nine 
children raised in New 
York City, then New 
Jersey. 

“I hope they make them 
faster than I made mine, 
but making mistakes is not 
only OK, it’s necessary. 
And I made a lot of mis- 
takes — sometimes just 
bad calls in judgment or 
choices, or being in the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time, both on and off 
screen. 

“ I saw myself as a work 
in progress. So I feel very 
comfortable with where I 
am, because I’ve earned 
my faith, my place, my 
happiness, my life, 
through a process of eli- 
mination. ” 

That explains, in part, 
why she’s opted to portray 
characters who transcend 
their limitations while suf- 
fering. 

“Lately, I like to play 
people that I tike and that 
I admire, because in spite 
of their frailties, they take 
a cbance^pf some lnnd. lt 




Actress’ career blossoms on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
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By Bob Thomas 

The Associated Press 

^ LOS ANGELES — For 
> three decades, Joan Plow- 
tight remained in the sha- 
dow of her husband, the 
drazna titan Sir Laurence 
Olivier, raising them chil- 
dren, appearing with him 
in tfbe theatre nursing him 
hi bis last painful years. 

Now Plowright is one of 
the movie world's busiest 
actresses, ff tiding rich 
roles on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The latest is the 
hnperioos Irish dowager 
in Widow’s Peak, which 
has been delighting audi- 
ences and earning tidy 
sums in a limited release 
across the country. 

• Like Enchanted April, 
-Four Weddings Ana A 
Funeral and other char- 
mers from abroad, it is 
tikefy to enjoy a long life 
among discriminating au- 
£ diences . 

; The actress was asked 
Why such films seem to be 
made in Europe and not 
fycre. 

[ “It’s the writer,” she 

ex plained “J thinlc Euro- 
peans are more interested 
fa the script to begin with, 
rather than a star vehicle 
far a certain performer. 
There is a passion about 
fae story and the way it’s 
Written, and then you cast. 

! “Very often in Amer- 
ica, because the stars are 
®uch bigger than those in 
Europe, they have to go to 
f* formula. There are 
probably many wonderful 
Mors in America who 
bould be delighted to do 
the kind of scripts you're 
talking about But they 
: woa/d have to take half 

■ fhc money, perhaps a 

■ third. Maybe their agents 
pon’t Jet them” 

; Plowright, 64, was in- 

■ ferviewed at tire West- 
wood Marquis Hotel, a 

• Aw steps from campus of 
, the University iff Califor- 
nia at Los Angelcse. She 
t and Otivier often stayed 






Actress Joan Plowright, shown 
in a scene from the Widow’s 


Peak, is finding rich ro l es 
both sides of the Atlantic 


there when their son, 
Richard, was studying at 
UCLA. Her visits have 
been frequent because of 
offers from Hollywood 
producers. 

“I think I owe my time 
in Hollywood to Laurence 
Kasdan, who brought me 
over to do I Love You To 
Death.” she said. (She 
played an American who 
helped daughter Tracy 
Ullman plot son-in-law 
Kevin Klin e’s death.) 

" From there it kind of 
snowballed. Barry Levin- 
son, who was a feriend 
was looking for Eva in 
Avalon, ana I moved into 
that. And then it’s gone 
on from there,” she said. 

The Hollywood films 
range from The Last Ac- 
tion ilero with Ar- 
nold Schwarzenegger 
to Dennis The Menace 
with Walter Matthau. She 
also has been busy in tele- 
virion, including a pilot 
for Driving Miss Daisy. 

Plowright seems able to 
slide gracefully from her 
own English accent to 
American or Irish. She 
has help bom a dialogue 
coach on the set, and her 


many visits to these shores 
have accustomed her to 
American rhythms. 

Her accent for Widow’s 
Peak was no problem — 
“the Irish being so near, 
and because we have a lot 
of expatriate Irish in Lon- 
don. ...Once you move 
over to Ireland and live 
among them, it does come 
quite easily. And in our 
drama schools in England, 
we are taught those ac- 
cents as part of our craft. ” 

The daughter of a 
Southorpe newspaper edi- 
tor, Plowright studied at 
the Old Vie Theatre 
School and soon was play- 
ing major roles in the Lon- 
don Theatre. Her life 
changed when she was 
cast in John Osborne’s 
The Entertainer, which 
starred Laurence Otivier. 
A year later they married. 

The actress repeated 
herrolcin the film version 
of The Entertainer, but 
most of tber early career 
was devoted to the 
theatre, often appearing 
opposite her husband. 

“We wanted to be 
together, and we were 
bunging up a family, ” she 


said. “So going away for 
Shoos was not really possi- 
ble. It didn’t St into the 
lifestyle. Nor was I offered 
many Sims. I really didn’t 
get into it until I was 
older. It’s tike a bonus. 
It’s a very exciting time. ” 

AS of her children fol- 
lowed their parents into 
the theatre. Richard is a 
director, Tamrin and Julie 
are actresses. 

Did Plowright and Oti- 
vier try to dissuade them? 

“We did try,” Plowright 
smiled. ‘Tt’s very difficult 
for children of actors, be- 
cause the people you have 
around toe noose are in 
the profession, and to 
your children they are 
more interesting and ex- 
erting. 

“ children should be 
given the key to unlock 
any door and not just 
think that this profession 
is the only one in the 
world. But actors do talk 
to children as people. 
Doctors and lawyers and 
those kinds of people treat 
them as children. And so 
the children think, ”1 like 
to be among those people 
(actors). ” 


can be as small as leaving 
your boyfriend and mov- 
ing to a different apart- 
ment as in White Palace or 
ft can be as obvious as 
backing the medical estab- 
lishment in Lorenzo’s Oft. 
But they’re all people who 
come up against a moment 
when they have to act one 
way or another, and they 
decide to become a pro- 
tagonist in their own lives. 

“And that's interesting 
to me,” she said. “I'm not 
interested in playing peo- 
ple who know at the be- 
ginning of the movie that 
they’re heroes. 

“People say, ’you play 
so many strong, indepen- 
dent woman”’ — they 
never feel tike strong ; in- 
dependent women inside. 
To me, every inch of the 
way it’s costing them 
something, “till they get 
to the point where they’re 
perceived as strong , inde- 
pendent women. Even in 
Thelma And Louise, her 
violent act brings with it a 
kind of morality; and bom 
that point on I think that 
she’s doomed. 

“ She’s coming to terms 
with a lot of mings. The 
defiant act is done, I felt, 
almost inadvertently. ” 

It all began back at 
Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C., in foe 
mid-1960s when Susan 
Abigail Tomalin switched 
from a major in E nglish 
and philosophy to 
theatre arts after meeting 
an aspiring actor named 
Chris Sarandon. The two 
married in 1967 (and later 
divorced) and moved to 
New York. 

Susan signed with a 
model agency and quickly 
landed her first movie role 
in 1970s Joe , while attend- 
ing an audition with her 


By Peter Madder 

Agence France Presse 

WASHINGTON— In foe 
beginning, before the 
peace and love, there was 
mud and stench. And the 
Woodstock generation 
saw foe mud and foe 
stench , and the peace and 
tire love, and said: “ Let 
there be hype.” 

With Americans ccleb- 
r a ting the 25th 
anniversary of the fabled 
Woodstock rock concert, 
details of what realty hap- 
pened on chat New York 
state farm where 400,000 
hippies wallowed in tilth, 
drugs and music are hazy. 

Reams of newspaper 
stories, books, records 
and a masterful film have 
tinned the three-day event 
into an epipbanic mo- 
ment, the crowning 
achievement of the free- 
wheeling 1960s and its 
love-generation apostles. 

It’s been likened to a 
cross between an anti-war 
protest and foe Sermon on 
the Mount, complete with 
a soothing loudspeaker 
voice wafting over foe 
sloping meadows urging 
all to love thy neighbour 
and beware of bad add. 

Never mind foe myths. 
No, my children, folk 
icom Bob Dylan was not 
at the Aug. 15-17, 1969 
extravagance, nor were 
the Rolling Stones. Joni 
Mitchell, who composed 

the much-sung “wood- 
stock” anthem was not 
there. 

Even Woodstock wasn’t 
there — the concert was 
held 50 miles (80 
kilometres) southwest of 
the due artists' colony on 
a 600-acre (240-bectare) 
dairy farm near Bethel in 
foe shadow of CatskHI 
Mountains. 

But none of that took 
foe luster off Woodstock , 
and organisers of a giant 
anniversary concert on an 
even bigger New York 
farm had no 3/usions ab- 
out repeating the experi- 
ence with foe children of 
foe : 90s. 

“It’s tike foe last one 
was a complete aeddent , ” 
said Stephen Sills, of 
Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young who sang at the 
first Woodstock and will 
sing at the second. It was 



Susan Sarandon In a scan* from thm film Thm Ctimnt 


husband. 

Because Sarandon reg- 
ularly gets good roles, foe 
question arises whether 
the notion that there's a 
death of good parts for 
women is overblown. 

“ 1 turn down so many 
terrible things,” she re- 
sponded. “And I don't 
work very often. There 
are certainly more leading 
roles for men. But / don 't 
think very many of them 
are any good, either. So 
Td say there's just a real 
shortage of fresh ideas and 
good characters and con- 
flicts for everybody. And 
forget (it) if you happen to 
be a woman of colour, or 
even a man of colour .” 

Another reason for foe 
paudty of parts is that 
fewer movies are made 
than they were before 
television, when the stu- 
dios made “ talky , grown- 
up kind of films ” such as 
foe ones with Hepburn 
and Tracy, she said. 

“And they designed 
parts for Bette Davis, for 
Katharine Hepburn, and 
they weren’t standing by 
foe guy, waiting for him to 
figure something out. 
They were active parts. " 

Subsequently, however, 
the movie industry “ got 


kind of macho , " she said, 
suggesting that among the 
factors was foe ascendan- 
cy of foe “child-woman 
and Marilyn Monroe. " 

“And as long as you 
have leading men who in- 
sist upon casting 20-year- 
olds when they're in their 
50s. 1 suppose that doesn 't 
help the cause, either.” 

Speaking of “causes,” 
that brings up something 
that preoccupies her. too. 

“1 take personally a lot 
of things that a lot of 
people don m t concern 
themselves with, ” she 
said. 

Among those things: 
tirst amendment infringe- 
ments (for which she 
tights through foe Centre 
For Constitutional 
Rights), the environment, 
AIDS and homelessness. 

* “My kids ask questions 
and J want to be able to 
tell them this is the way 
the government works,” 
she said, explaining that 
her children attend a 
Quaker school. 

After she and Robbins 
criticised foe U.S. govern- 
ment at foe 1993 Oscar 
ceremony for not admit- 
ting 266 Haitians infected 
with HIV, she got some 
“really hateful, racist. 


homophobic mail, which 
taught me foe level ot 
ignorance on certain 
issues, that I bad under- 
estimated the need for 
education on certain sub- 
jects. " 

Despite being called an 
■ obscenity and spat upon 
.for her views , Sarandon 
intends to keep speaking 
out. 

*7 think I’m very care- 
ful,” she said. “I'm very 
selective in what 1 do. I'm 
thoughtful about it before- 
hand. / don’t just show up 
and do things and say 
things in some kind of 
liberal, knee-jerk reaction 
to some sentimental issue 
— because I know I could 
not only hurt myself and 
my family, but I can void 
my potential power in the 
future to affect anything 
politically . " 

It should be no mystery 
why she gets politically in- 
volved, she ventured. 

*7 think it’s ironic that 
foe press says to me. ‘why 
do you do this?' and I say , 
‘because you won’t be 
there unless there’s one or 
two of us (celebrities) out 
there. ...It makes a good 
picture, that’s why I'm out 
there. That's just foe way 
it works.” 




Woodstock: 
Peace, love, 
mud and hype 


dirty and yucky, and there 
was magic in the air.” 

Indeed those who were 
there (realty there), re- 
member that for all its 
promise and pageant the 
“Woodstock Music and 
Art Fain An Aquarian 
Exposition” started out 
as, well, foe pits. 

The rain started foe 
night before and stayed in 
spurts until the last day 
Sunday. What little food 
was available from local 
stores quickly ran out and 
die kids were reduced to 
plundering the com field 
to get by. 

By foe tune the concert 
was in full swing, foe 
grounds were stinking 
with sewage, foe 1,000 
portable toilets were back- 
ing up and many people 
were thinking of leaving 
— if only foe roads were 
nor blocked by new arriv- 
als. 

The potential for 
tragedy was enormous. 

The rain could have 
washed out foe entire fes- 
tival and whipping winds 
could have tipped the 
rickety light towers into 
foe dense crowd, killing 
scores of people. Bad 
drugs circulated freely, 
raising foe spectre of a 
mass freak-out. 

But at some point, no- 


body can say exactly 
when, foe disaster-area 
mentality set in. The orga- 
nisers, seeking to avoid a 
riot, threw open foe gates 
and let in nearly 300.000 
people free on top of foe 
120,000 who bought tick- 
ets. 

For their part, the 
famished throng realised 
that if they could just stick 
it out, they could give the 
world a lesson in foe com- 
munal harmony that was a 
6yword of foe '60s. 

So people started shar- 
ing their tents and sup- 
plies. Some banded 
together to fashion 
makeshift lodgings in foe 
woods out of canvass and 
straw: Others turned their 
minivans into ad hoc 
rooming bouses. 

The Hog Farm com- 
mune, led by a folksy big- 
batted character called 
W a vy Gra vy, helped 
youths experience bad 
trips on drugs. Other 
{groups also set up soup 
kitchens or roamed the 
farm doling out free rice, 
beans, vegetable stew, 
potato chips and granola. 

The aura of invincibility 
was just as thick as foe 
naivete. “Just love every- 
body around you and 
clean up a little bit of 
garbage on the way out 


and everything will be all 
right.” gushed mutton- 
chopped folk singer John 
Sebastian. 

Miraculously, it was all 
right. Almost. 

Three people were kil- 
led. one by drugs and two 
by vehicles. More than 
100 people were a nested 
for drug offences but 
another 5,000 were tre- 
ated for bum trips and 
other maladies. Not bad 
for a middle-sized U.S. 


Pundits have lately been 
more cynical about what it 
all meant. “Woodstock 
proved only that it takes 
nicety brought up young 
people more than three 
days to revert to savag- 
ery, ’’Newsweek magazine 
wrote last week. 

Others will tell you foe 
spirit of Woodstock died 
four months later when a 
Rolling Stones fan was 
stabbed by Hells Angels at 
a concert at the Altamont 
Speedway in California. 

Bobbie and Nick Eco- 
line symbolised this para- 
dise when they were 
photographed in a weary 
bug wrapped in a dirty 
bodsbeet in foe middle of 
the crowd. The image 
made posters and the cov- 
er of the Woodstock 
album - 

Now Bobbie is a part- 
time nurse at an 
element ary- school and 
Nick a business agent for a > 
carpenters’ union. Both 
are 45 and they are not 
about to forget their fling 
on foe farm a quarter cen- 
tury ago. 








nrve p^opMsitln Use mad and Rains turnad thm concert 
oarhaoe at Woodstock 199*. grounds into a timid of mud 

(AFP photo) 
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Cell 4 suicide 9 may be key to new cancer drugs 


,he 


By Ben BSrsdder 

Reuter 

LONDON — The failure 
of cancer cells to “c ommit 
suicide'’ like normal cells 
in the body may hold the 
key to a new generation of 
anti-cancer drags , British 
researchers believe . 

Traditionally , scientists 
have viewed cancer as a 
disease caused by uncon- 
trolled cell division, lead- 
ing to tumours. But Dr. 
Gerard Evan and his col- 


leagues at the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund 
(ICRF) charity are con- 
vinced this is Only half the 
story. 

Their discovery of a 


gene, called C-MYC, 
which not only tells 
to divide bat at the «»nw» 
time primes them for 
death, suggests another 
cause of cancer may be 
cells* failure to die ou 
time . The gene appears to 
ma l func tion in tumours. 

“It looks like many 
tumours — perhaps most 
tumours, perhaps all 
tumours — have tost tbe 
ability to commit suicide. 
They are simply not dying 
like they should,” Dr. 
Evan said in an interview. 

Timely cell death is vital 
to health. Every hour one 
billion cells self-destruct 
as the human body re- 


places and repairs ageing 
tissue. 

Correcting tumonr cells' 
defective mechanism of 
programmed cell death, or 
apoptosis , which occurs 
naturally in normal cells, 
opens a new avenue in the 
tight against cancer. 

‘This is a very different 
approach to cancer. It’s 
taking the. whole business 
of what cancer is apart and 
re thinkin g it,” Dr. Evan 

said 

The ICRF has now 
joined forces with biotech- 
nology company Apopto- 
sis Technology, of Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, to 
develop new drugs de- 


signed to regulate cell 
death. 

Screening for drug 
candidates is underway 
and tbe first could enter 
clinical trials in five to ten 
years. Dr. Even said. 

The new “cell suicide ” 
drugs should have big 
advantages over current 
cancer chemotherapies 
which target rapidly pro- 
liferating tumour cells but 
also hit norma/ fast-grow- 
ing ones, causing the well- 
known side effects of 
nausea, baldness and 
damage to tbe immune 
system. 

The key to developing 
such drugs Ees in identify- 


ing the biochemical path- 
way which leads to cell 
suicide — and finding 
ways of correcting it when 
it goes wrong. 

Dr. Evan's crucial dis- 
covery is that normal cells 
survive and go on dividing 
only because of the pre- 
sence of chemical signals 
which override tbe self- 
destruct message con- 
tained in the C-MY C 
gene. 

Tbe problem is most 
tumour cells have a defec- 
tive C-MYC gene which 
does not respond properly 
to these chemical signals 
and the ee/fc think they 
are getting a signal to go 


on reproducing when they 
are not. 

As a result, tumour cells 
go on dividing inde- 
finitely. 

In a paper published 
last month, even identi- 
fied one of tiie signals 
involved as a hormone in 
the blood, an insulin-like 
growth factor (IGF-1). He 
found tumour cells were 
staying alive because they 
thought were receiving 
IGF-1, when in fact they 
were not. 

This discovery gives 
pharmacologists a chance 
to intervene by finding 
chemicals that mimic or 
disrupt the signal given by 


Father Jaouen — the saviour of drug-addicts 


Father Jaouen is a Jesuit His 
mission-land was the street with 
its young delinquents, the pris- 
on and the hostel for former 
prisoners. Now, he sails across 
the Atlantic on a three-masted 


four days “ and live like 
rats, without moving. 
Then comes the sun and 
that’s when they no longer 
speak about their need for 
drugs and start to get back 
into shape physically. ” 
To tbe blazes with end- 


boat With Mm, they are about 
twenty drug-addicts who. 


twenty drug-addicts who, 
cauaht up in the solidarity effort 


less therapy, snivelling 
pleas and paralysing aid. 


caught up in the solidarity effort 
demanded by life at sea, leave 
off narcotics. 


“Let us stop lamenting ab- 
out the fate of drug- 


By Jean-Marc Dupukb 


PARIS — “ With tbe Pole 
Star, you always know 
where yon are at sea. With 
* love one another*, you 
sail around the world. ” It 
is not very complicated. 
That is bow Father Jaouen 
thinks . As a real Breton, 
he is familiar with the sea 
and with the Pole Star. So, 
for tbe last 25 years or so, 
be has been taking young 
peop/e who have turned 
out badly in life, on board 
his . three-masted boat, 
with former prisoners to 
begin with . and then 
young drop-outs who have 
been thro wn out of 
school, and then drug- 
addicts. 

They do not really set 
off on a world tour, but, in 
four or five months of 
sailing, tom Brest in Brit- 
tany to tbe French West 
Indies and back, they have 


time to bring about a re- 
volution in themselves. 
They set off as drug- 
addicts and come back 
tree. On board, there is 
obviously no dope, no 
alcohol, no psychiatrist 
cither, no mass and no 
substitution drugs. Just 
girls and boys, young 
adults who have become 
infantilised in their addic- 
tion , a voluntary crew and 
Captain Jaouen . 

The only remedies are 
life at sea , task-sharing 
and talking. Indeed, a lot 
of talking goes on, on 
board the Bel Espoir and 
the Rara-Avis. * The boat 
is a marvellous tool for 
communication.” Yes, but 
what about the terrific de- 
pendence on drugs? 
“ Whether they suffer 
from withdrawal or not, I 
don’t want to know. When 
we cast off from Brest, 
they are HI for three or 


out the fate of drug- 
addicts and taking care of 
them. It is up to them to 
take charge of themselves. 
They know it. The only 
thing that I can do for 
them is to give them a 
good ‘ kick in tbe arse * 
when needed!”. And it 
works. Love one another 
is not a load of nonsense. 
Tbe captain’s fits of shout- 
ing are legendary. His first 
onler, “bloody well get on 
with being happy” is not 
airy-fairy. One does not 
speak like at a Sunday 
tea-party when one is on 
board ship, and even less 
so in prison. 

Before going to sea with 
drug-addicts. Father, 
Jaouen bad- been the prisz 
on chaplain at Fresnes in 
the minors’ section, for 
ten years. He had ended 
up there by force of cir- 
cumstances, so as not to 
let down tbe young delin- 
quents whom he Anew. In 
Fresnes, he had done 
good work, but it was not 
enough for him as tbe real 
problem, and be was all 


too aware of it, was when 
they come out of prison 
ana people find them- 
selves in the street without 
anybody or anything. 

So, by dint of persever- 
ance, Father jaouen suc- 
ceeded in having a place 
created for the purpose of 
tbe social reintegration of 
former prisoners. This was 
the Foyer Des Epinettes 
which has a hundred and 
ten rooms for its residents, 
a restaurant and ... a 
night-club. The last two 
are open to the public. He 
ran them for ten years 
without there ever being a 
brawl. 

It was at this time that 
be thought about getting a 
boat for tbe young people 
in his hostel. He bought a 
second-hand three-mast 
boat which be renamed 
“Bel Espoir” (Fine 
Hope). In 1971 the minis- 
ter of youth and sports 
asked him to do some- 
thing to help drug-addicts. 
-.-This is :how bis Atlantic 
-crossings- began.- Famous - 
sailors consider him- as one 
of them. Eric Tabariy, 
Olivier de Kersauzon , 
Florence Artbaud and 
Loic Peyron are bis 
friends. 

One is not bom in Bre- 
ton for nothing. At Oues- 
sant, the wind from the 
open sea blows an air of 
freedom and courage. “ I 
have always bad tbe sea in 
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Father Jaoumn tells young addicts: 
“Oeanttp to be happy 99 


my life,” Michel Jaouen 
admits. His father was a 
doctor with fifteen chil- 
dren. The ten sisters and 
five brothers lived a solit- 
ary open-air life. The 
family came from a mod- 
est background, but was 
none the worse off for 
that. “People have forgot- 
ten that one can be happy 
living simply.” 

Michel tVas brought up 
by tbe Jesuits. In 1939 , be 
entered the seminary 
quite naturally, just like 
others become sailors or 
farmers. He wanted to be 
a missionary and dreamed 
of China. But be found 
himself working in tbe 


suburbs. It was also quite 
naturally that be refused 
compulsory labour in Ger- 
many and joined tbe Re- 
sistance in 1943. 


Today, Father Jaouen is 
72 and he continues to sail 
across the Atlantic on 
Kara Avis, without any 
intention of stopping. He 
also mobilises crowds to 
obtain tbe necessary fund- 
ing to repair Bel Espoir. A 
boat is important All the 
ports in the world should 
have one, to have people 
sail and thus to put them 
in a situation where they 
talk to one another — 
L’Actualite En France. 




Smaller head 
size linked to 
Alzheimer’s 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — 
A study suggests that 
senior citizens with larger 
head drcumferences are 
less likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
other forms of age-related 
dementia than are persons 
with smaller heads , re- 
searchers said. 

The findings were pre- 
sented at tbe fourth inter- 
national conference in 
Minneapolis on Alzheim- 
er’s disease, by Dr. Amy 
Graves of the Batelle Cen- 
tre for Public Health Re- 
search and Evaluation in 
Seattle. 

' The study was con- 
ducted in November 1991 
among 1,458 Japanese- 
Americans over 65 years 
old living in King County 
in Washington state. 

Tbe seniors were given 
a standardised cognitive 
abilities test, the resear- 
chers said. 

Dr. Graves said the 
seniors with very small 
beads were 14 times more 
likely to show signs of 
dementia, as indicated by 


JFG-1 and other posable 
“survival factors. ” 

The end result could be 
drugs with a highly-spea- 
6c ability to block off sur- 
vival pathways. There 
may be numerous si g nals 
involved in various can- 
cers, suggesting different 
“cell suicide” drugs to 
deal with, say, long cancer 
compared to breast 
cancer. 

Work on apoptosis in 
cancer could also help tbe 
search for cures to other 
very different diseases like 
Alzheimer’s and even 
AIDS, where normal cells 
die too soon. 

In Alzheimer’s, for ex- 


ample, scientists believe 
that the degeneration of 
nerve cells in the brain 
may be due, at least m 
part, to excessive cell 
suicide. 

Treatments for these 
conditions would , in 
effect, be mirror-image 
drugs to those used m 
cancer designed to 
promote cell survival 
pathways rather than shut 

them down. 

u It’s a difference. But 
once you get hold of Che 
levers and pulleys with 
dr ugs you can begin to 
manipulate the molecular 
mechanism at will,” said 
Dr. Evan. 


Study finds little 
condom use in 
couples with AIDS 


BOSTON (R) — Heter- 
osexual couples often do 
not use condoms during 
sex even when the partner 
is known to be infected 
with tbe AIDS virus, 
according to a study pub- 
lished in tbe New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

The study is discourag- 
ing news for health offi- 
cials hoping to contain the 
spread of die deadly virus 
that causes acquired im- 
mune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS). 

It suggets that even the 
direct threat of infecting a 
partner is not sufficient to 
persuade people to use 
proper protection against 
tbe disease. 

The researchers also 
confirmed that condoms 
are the only reliable 
method for preventing the 
spread of the virus, known 
as human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HIV). 

Dr. Isabella De Vincen- 
zi and her colleagues at 
the European Study 
Group ou Heterosexual 
Transmission of HIV, 
which indudes 10 medical 
centres in eight countries , 
discovered that patients 
who have already been 
made HI by the disease are 
more likely to transmit it 
to their partners. 

Dr. De Vincenzi is 
based at tbe St. Maurice 
National Hospital in 
France. 

Tbe researchers tracked 
the cases of 256 men 
and women whose part- 
ners were infected with 
HTV. They found that 


only 48 per cent consis- 
tently used condoms for 
vaginal and anal inter- 
course. Among those cou- 
ples there were no new 
HIV infections. 

For the 121 couples who 
did not regularly use con- 
doms, 12 of the uninfected 
partners contracted HTV. 
This led die team to calcu- 
late that the risk of infec- 
tion torn unprotected se- 
men was about five per 
cent per year. 

Tbe risk depended on 
bow ill the infected person 
was. Among those who 
bad developed full-blown 
symptoms of AIDS and 
did not use condoms reg- 
ularly, nearly half infected 
their partners daring the 
study. Just eight per cent 
of those infected but who 
did not show AIDS symp-. 
toms spread the virus to 
their partners. 

“The clinical status of 
tbe HIV-infected partner 
greatly influences the risk ' 
of transmission per sexual 
contact, suggesting that 
some people are highly 
infectious and others 
hardly infectious at all,” 
the researchers con- 
cluded. 

Among the study’s 
other Endin gs: 

One quarter of the cou- 
ples where one person was 
known to be infected by . 
HTV said they rarely or 
never used condoms. 

It often took a diagnosis 
of full-blown AIDS for a 
couple to begin using con- 
doms for each sexual en- 
counter. 
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ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. It literally means “an apple which ha* many grams 
or seeds”, though *pome ’ in botany indudes other 
similar fruits, like pears and quinces. Pomegranates 
grow on shrubs or bushy trees and were originally 

foondintiieMediterTazieanaieaaiidSouthAsia.lt 

takes a Jong time to eat one as there are so many 
seeds. Its flowers are beautiful. 


poor test scores. 

She cited a correlation 
between head size and the 
number and size of 
neurons in the brain and 
speculated that greater in- 
itial brain size provided a 
reserve capacity, or buf- 
fer, against the onset of 
dementia in old age, as 
brain cells are lost during 
the ageing process. 

Dr. Graves emphasised 
that not all seniors with 
small beads were im- 
paired, nor were all those 
with large heads unim- 
paired. 

Dr. Eric Larson of tbe 
Umversity of Washington 
and Dr. James Mortimer 
of tbe University of Min- 
nesota also participated in 
the study. The three doc- 
tors have submitted the 
results to the Journal of 
the American Medical 
Association, Dr. Graves 
said. 

Dr. Graves declined to 
provide details on the 
dimensions of the head 
circumference in the 
study. 


fr & ft ■& Hr 

2. This famous method of execution was n amed after a 

Jose P b Gufltofin 

(1738-1814). But be did not actually invent it 
Similar machines had been used in parts of Europe 

and no one inows who 
tirstgot the idea. But it was GuiUotin who made its 

SSVg? fame, when in 1789 , with tbe French 
Kwoiuuoo already raging, he suggested it as a 
ga^ method of execution. Hundreds perished by 
tt while thousands watched! 


& & & & fr 

3. George Washington in 1863. 

ft ☆ ft it & 


4. a) Norway 

b) Broadway (New York-U.SJi.) 

c) Hockey 


, PUZZLES 

(A) 32 

(Multiply the first number by the second to get the 
third: 1x2=2; then multiply the second and the third 
numbers to get the fourth, and so on. 4x8=32, so Chat 
32 is the missing number). Or 8 (numbers on left are 
4x their ogpositesj. 

* # * * 

(B) Tbe appropriate word is: “MEN” 

So the words w HI be follows: 

Amen - Semen - Bitumen - Abdomen - Frogmen - 
Yemen - Omen 
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Carlos’ lawyers charge kidnap, 
say he will not reveal secrets 


KM; 5 .*:*-* - ■ 



Prince outlines co mmis sion approach 

(Contmued from page 1) 


he dene^ Hu PARK (Agencies) — De- 
fence lawyers for lllich 
W T 5 Ramirez Sanchez or Carlos 
*? due > at JHadcaU said Wednesday 

10 e *cess/vp f they «°uld challenge the 

s* <S fegaSiy of their client's ex- 

atme/ifs f n addition to France, accusing 
tJOiis wou/jS PfW* a s cnts of Snapping 

’ '«*»*** ^Ve have held discussions 

uiose M dements of the complaint 

* tfes/gj j e . * ^ we intend filing for his 
ore ce H surv; [ kidnapping,” lawyer Mourad 
ays father than } Oassetok said after he and 
down. ^ fellow defence lawyer Jac- 

5 a different qo« Verges met with Carlos 
VOU set - 4' at La Sante prison in Paris. 

and Dull ^4 Speaking a day after Carlos 

von JZr V* te arraigned on charges of 
,f f rr Oepm , nrarder in connection with a 
urate the iDolenl 1982 bombing in Paris, Mr. 
IJ hsw at xyHjh* Verge 5 said ne did not be- 
van. ’ % geve Carios would reveal the 

secrets learned in 20 years of 
international extremism. 

“I don't think he will go 
•jmo any details,” Mr. Verges ■ 
said. "He is not an informer 
and be has nothing but con- 
ismpr for those who betray 
and sell our.” 

Carlos was arrested by 
Sudanese officials on Sunday 
and handed over to French 
a - counter-intelligence agents 
>4 f TV* jrho flew him out to Paris on 
Monday. 

Outlining the basis for his 
aq legal challenge to the proce- 

P^r cent CDigj dure, Mr. Verges said: “Car- 
used condoms fe los was not subject to an 

11 and anal im- extradition, in other words 
•• Among those & ** arrest w* 8 not for 
there were no Z- **>' F fench j^'c* through di- 
nfechons K P !omaric channels and con- 
thf* in. 1 , firmed by a court decision in 
the 121 couple SudanX 

^gulariy use « “He was kidnapped follow- 
1- °* the uninfect ing an exchange of letters 
■re contracted HR between the French and the 
id the team to cafc Sudanese interior ministers,” 
at the risk of ink ™ ^ . 

vm unprotected* ^ Ous^ accused the 
mtbonties m Sudan of acting 
vas about five p- Jike mafia tomcats who 

’er year. agree to collaborate with 

risk depended e pcHcc in return for immunity 
f the infected per? from prosecution. 

Among those vt “Sudan was caught red- 
“ veloped fuU-bfc handed as a terrorist state,” 
mis of AIDS s. like mafia informers, 
t use condom ® 
nearly half inks' 
partners during b 
Just eight pete 
se infected batik 

t show AJDSsn:- aod the USA. His Majesty’s 
spread the ms r m»v«ag e calls upon us to 
7 artneis. make Iordan capable of in- 

e clinical stm i teraction with the said areas 
TV-infected jots: and regions as well as with 
' influences theta forenamed countries. 

^ * For more than two decades 
tsmission P* now, we have been talking 
f, suggesting gjjojjt flj e investment path, 
people are which we metaphorically cal- 
i -**•■ jgj passion path, regardless 
of whether the would be in- 
vestor is Arab or non-Arab. 
Official channels cannot be 
solely relied upon. Personal 
contacts, to be sure, are rec- 
ognised to be less time con- 
, aiming, hi fact we are accus- 

iere one person* tomed to means via which 
to be infected* official channels are dxcum- 
aid they rareh = vented. 
used condoms- we believe tendering to be 
tnn k a diaefi ** appropriate one, 
ten too particularly in talking about a 

■blown Ai. u --central purchasing adnrinis- 
to begin usffl® tratjon. r 
f or each sexo* - hi saying this we must be 
careful to point out that with- 
in this context we are con- 
cerned with public funds and 
ssuch these funds must be 
carefully administered and 
handled. But this only repre- 
. JeDts the execution aspect of 
c ihe issue. We must turn our 

tEDGb attention to the philosophical 

. . , mp/lV flS* aS P* Ct t00 ‘ 

& n TjL (0- -■ Above all we must be care- 
any ,nCtua Z^! hth not to allow room for cn- 
ees. deavors undertaken off- 

md were on f^\ hahdfly in the field of proro- 

ond South A& otihg foreign investment, 
flu-re are SO 0®- .ft is true that the best 
investment is a sound idea, 
snd this does not necessarily 
always involve the invest- 
ment of capital. In talking 
Pirate sector, we 
r was n y ?ni in fact talking about many 
/, Joseph ^ innovative industries that 
actually nave recently come into 

in parts or bei^. What was in many 
, n on e ko&jut ^es invested was something 
n^friT who 8 feasibility study not 

Mfh the ft*, ^essarily involving big 

regard to the private 
*$tor, we have been deman- 
the appearance of cer- 
homogenous groups. 
JHns, when an Arab or fore- 
^ investor appears, he/she 
^ be easily guided to the 
c °gcerned sector. 

We are still talking of the 
!%nbers of commerce and 
^fustry as though they rep* 
orient all Jordanian activi- 
Ns; we are st31 taking of 
Redons for a proper repre- 
5e jnaticm of the private sec- 
Joh and of an individual Am- 
j If shop which is democrati- 
ze rj i ^ the equivalent of a large 
i 0D pcern. I would iflee us to 

J 1$' c °P^der the following points: 


“they negotiated in an 
attempt to dear themselves 
and regain some respect on 
the international scene,” the 
lawyer said. 

France “certainly gave 
them something, specific 
material or logistics aid to 
help them fight rebels in the 
south (of the country), sup- 
plies, weapons perhaps,” he 
suggested. 

“On Sunday, he was at 
home with his wife and 
daughter when the Sudanese 
policemen entrusted with his 
protection threw themselves 
on him, bound him, put a 
hood on him and gave him an 
injection,” Mr. Oussedik 
said. 

It was only after Carlos 
arrived in Paris on a special 
flight that be was handed a 
national arrest warrant, he 
said. 

Nevertheless, the left-wing 
daily Liberation said on 
Wednesday that Sudan’s 
cooperation may be linked to 
Paris’s bid to head off a 
deepening crisis in Algeria. 

It said France could want 
to cultivate ties with Sudan's 
Muslim leaders, hoping for 
help in mediating with Alger- 
ia's outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS). 

Allegation of dubious deals 
with ex tremi st groups and 
rogue governments are no- 
thing new in France. 

Earlier this year, Paris de- 
clined to hand over two sus- 
pected Iranian killers to 
Switzerland, despite an ex- 
tradition requestl 

There have been allega- 
tions Paris struck a secret 
deal with the Abu Nidal guer- 
rilla group to prevent attacks 
on French targets- In 19SK2, 
France also allowed Palesti- 
nian leader George Habash 
to receive medical treatment 
in Paris. 

- In 1990, France denied 
allegations it traded Mirage 
warplanes for hostages breed 
in Lebanon. Three years ear- 
lier, similar charges surfaced 


over an alleged deal with Iran 
for toe release of other hos- 
tages in Beirut. 

Both France and Sudan 
have denied allegations of a 
deal. French Interior Minis- 
ter Chores Pasqna reiterated 
Wednesday that there had 
been “no cjtrid pro quo” and 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Richard Doque said France’s 
relations both Sudan remain 
characterised “by prudence.” 

Mr. Verges said that Car- 
los was very relaxed during 
their meeting in the max- 
imum security Mock at the 
Paris prison. 

“We spoke about films, 
economic policy, literature 
and a thousand other things, 
he’s a very cultivated man,” 
be said. 

Mr. Oussecfik added: “He 
showed no apprehension, no 
tension. He’s a very intellec- 
tually balanced man, very 
disciplined.” 

Meanwhile, the daily Le 
Monde reported that Ger- 
man security services had del- 
ivered documents to Judge 
Jean-Louis Brugmere, the 
anti-terrorist magistrate 
handling the Carlos prosecu- 
tion, alleging that Mr. Verges 
was an “operational mem- 
ber 7 * of Carios* group in the 
1980s. 

The newspaper said the 
information was contained in 
the files of the former East 
German secret police, the 
Stasi. 

Mr. Verges denied the 
allegation. 

Mr. Verges , dampening 
hopes that Carios might give 
away secrets of state backing 
for gnenillas, indicated that 
he would not betray his 
friends. 

Asked whether Carlos 
would plead that he had not 
acted alone during bis crimin- 
al career, Mr. Verges 
answered: “Carios win not 
behave like the Sudanese au- 
thorities who sold a guest and 
betrayed him. He wfll justify 
his action.” 
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. JL Jordan, as I said earlier, 
jp pivotal state, in the geog- 
^phical no less than in the 
Political sense. Its laws and 
regulation must be folly com- 
piled with by all. Our base 


task here is to clarify the 
exact bodies of law that must 
be adhered to within this very 
.neon text. . . 

2. No party to any business 
^transaction shall be allowed 
to render benefit in the in- 
terest of a civfl savant. Nor 
shall the latter be allowed to 
extend benefit, directly or 
otherwise, to any of his/her 
relatives and/or associates. 

Proper measures must be 
taken to ensure that sub- 
contracts are not to be re- 
sorted to. 

4. Measures must be taken 
to ensure that commissions, 
or any other form of reward, 
shall not exceed what is 
deemed fair in terms of com- 
pensation for legitimate ser- 
vices rendered. In this re- 
spect, I wish to be allowed to 
say something about the 
alternative service used by 
several European and Guu 
countries: instead! of commis- 
sions going to middlemen 
they should be employed in 
the development of tire sector 
concerned in the same man- 
ner that profits are carried 
over and actuated. 

5. Consultants and mkkfle- 
. men must provide the con- 
cerned authority with any re- 
levant information pertaining 
to tiie names of tbe firms or 
persons they represent, and 
tbe amounts of the commis- 
sions that are due as a result. 

6. Parties shall keep prop- 
er records, apply the most 
up-to-date accounting proce- 
dures, and register all trans- 
actions with precision, 
accuracy and honesty. Re- 
cords must always be ready 
for inspection wherever re- 
quired by the concerned au- 
thorities. 

As a result, secret or unre- 
corded accounts must be pro- 
hibited. These are axioms 
which tbe public must be 
'reminded of. I wish to add 
further that in str e s s in g these 
points nothing personal is in- 
tended what-so-ever. What is 
intended is an amplification 
of the sincere desire to see 
that Jordan is troly reflected 
as a polyarchy: a country of 
active, democratic institu- 
tions that both call to account 
and is accountable. As for as 
standards of conduct are con- 
cerned, I sincerely hope that 
respect for laws and criteria 
constitute the provisions of 
article one. Parties to inter- 
national business transactions 
are duty bound to pay heed 
to all relevant legislation and 
to ensure that the letter and 
spirit of the criteria involved 
are duly observed. 

Article two is in connection 
with unsavory temptations 
which must not be resorted to 
by a party to a commercial 
deal. Qvfl servants must not 
be made beneficiaries, 
whether directly or other- 
wise, in return for services 


rendered by them in tins re- 
spect. 

Moreover, sob-contracts 
undertaken primarily as a 
means whereby civil servants 
with derision-making powers 
are compensated in return for 
services rendered most be 
forbidden. 

Article three concerns 
agents and consultants. In 
this respect parties to busi- 
ness transactions most take 
reasonable measures, within 
their own respective tenns of 
reference, to ensure that 
agents, middlemen and con- 
sultants are fairly paid in 
return for legitimate services 
rendered. Such sums, howev- 
er, must not be paid in con- 
travention of such a criterion. 
Parties concerned most desist 
from appointing agents, mid- 
dlemen, and consultants with 
a view to gaining access to 
some privileged information. 
Agents, middlemen, and con- 
sultants must in turn submit 
information to the concerned 
authorities hi ghlighti ng the 
firms they represent ami the 
commissions obtained in re- 
turn for sendees rendered. 

In discussing such points,- 
we do not intend to intimi- 
date or scare parties. What 
we aim at is reasonable per- 
suasion within the bounds of 
law. 

As His Majesty the King 
has pointed out, arrange- 
ments concerning the internal 
structure must be legally and 
institutionally based. We 
must, furthermore, strive to 
promote our legislation in a 
malinger whereby we are 
able to deal adequately with 
the outside world. To tins 
effect, a foreign language 
speaker must not be made to 
feel that be/sbe is in the midst 
of practices that are in effect 
alien to contemporary Jor- 
dan. Your role is essential in 
clarifying the dimensions of 
tins grand project. 

I am confident that you 
shall make dear contribu- 
tions in tins respect and that 
onr endeavour during tbe 
first week will be an added 
effort to toe ideas expressed 
during this first meeting. Any 
effort in tins regard, be it the 
establishment of a task force 
or any other measure, is a 
contribution to tbe internal 
structure and an integral part 
of it. I expect yon during the 
first week of toe Comnris- 
aon’s activities to form a 
methodology for tbe baas of 
onr work. 

As for as the method of 
dealing with the outside 
world is concerned, as well as 
the establishment of a central 
purchasing administr ation, I 
believe that a specialised task 
of this nature require foil- 
time consideration with view 
to arriving at an accepted 
procedure, 

I thank yon for fistening- 


Jordan and Israel conclude talks 


(Con ti n u e d from page 1) 

of a “lasting, honourable 
pea c e agreement.” 

On that co un t, Jordanian 
and Israeli negotiators re- 
minded the press and through 
them the public, that their 
detailed negotiations cannot 
provide breakthroughs every- 
day. 

Bat they were also careful 
to publicly stress their com- 
mitment to pre ssing ahead 
-with their negotiations until 
they have laid down toe 
foundations for foil peace, a 
foundation that both sides 
say needs to be built by the 
leaders of tbe two countries 
before any final break- 
through is announced. 

“Resolution of the difficult 
issues must be satisfactory 
and just to both sides because 
if one ride is happy and the 
other is not, then it is not 
going to work,” chief Israeli 
negotiator Efiyakim Ruben- 
stein told Jordanian reporters 
Wednesday. 

“We are working based on 
this assumption,” be said. 

According to Jordanian de- 
legation sources, the Israeli 
“assumption” may be leading 
tbe Israeli ride to believe that 
Jordan is working towards 
“deals” rather than a com- 
prehensive solution of out- 
stamfing problems, especially 
those over security, water 
and boundaries. 

Mr. Rubenstein told Jorda- 
nian reporters that his team 
on water was working di- 
ligently to “make a deal” that 
will address both tbe water 
sharing issue and “augment- 
ing” these talks with ways of 
ensuring “availability of addi- 
tional water.” 

“We are going to work on 
tbe rightful allocation of both 
sides but it is not enough,” 
Mr. Rubenstein said. 

“Both countries need more 
than the God-gjven situation 
and we wish to develop 
more,” he added. “We have 
to make a deal. We wCl work 
together and we wfll find it. I 


am very optimistic. 

Bat Jordanian sources told 
the- Jordan Times that tbe 
Israeli “stalling” tactics con- 
tinue to dominate these nego- 
tiations and that they bebeve 
that tbe water issue will only 
be completely resolved by a 
political decision of the 1 cad- 
eiship, a s en ti ment that Mr. 
Rnbenstein appe a red to echo 
in his short press meeting 
with Jordanian press. 

Speaking about toe prog- 
ress made m tbe negotiations 
on borders, Ambassador 
Rubenstein said that his 
country suggested that all 
technical meetings on tins 
issue become continuous, 


omen” for a resolution of this 
problem. 

But while' those commit- 
tees wfll plod on in tbeir 

te chni cal negotiations, “final- 
fy” there will be what be 
called a “potitical level” deci- 
sion to resolve tbe problem 
completely. 

Mr. Rubenst e in said that 
the Jordanian side had given 
an “impressive” presentation 
on the territory occup ie d by 
Israel. 

Marwan Muasher, a 
spokesperson of tbe Jorda- 
nian delegation, told repor- 
ters that toe Kingdom’s team 
bad- given “a detailed pre- 
sentation of tbe Jordanian 
position on boundaries in- 
cluding tbe areas of these 
territories and their loca- 
tion.” 

On Wednesday, the Israeli 
side presented part of Hi 
count e rpropo s al, which along 
with the Jordani an on e, 
according to Mr. Rnbenstein, 
“will form the basis for farth- 
er negotiations.” 

On tins issue , Mr. Ruben- 
stern said he was sore that 
“we will find a way” to re- 
solve the boundaries issue. 

But as the Jordanian nego- 
tiators were getting bogged 
down in tbe details of other 
detailed and technical nego- 


tiations with toe Israeli side, 
tbe Israeli side received 
“other “goodwill” gesture 
from Jordan with toe short 
visit of Dr. Adwan. 

As toe first visit to Israel by 
a cabinet minister, Dr. 
Adwan’s presence at toe 
Moriah Hotel Wednesday 
drew the limelight away from 
the bilaterals, at least for the 
Israeli press. 

Although Jordanian de- 
legation sources stressed that 
Dr. Adwan’s visit comes as 
part of tbe bilateral negotia- 
tions on tourism and is “not 
an official visit to Israel by a 
cabinet minister,” tbe sym- 
bolism in this gesture was not 
lost on toe Israeli side. 

Dr. Adwan, who did not 
conduct any negotiations 
with his Israeli counterpart, 
arrived at the hotel to bolster 
a meeting betw een Jordanian 
and Israeli tour operators in 
which Jordan gave a slide 
presentation of its touristic 
attractions. 

Dr. Adwan, in a short 
address to tbe meeting of 
tour operators, said that he 
hoped the Kingdom and 
Israel would reach agreement 
on tbe fundamental elements 
of their negotiations so that 
cooperation in tourism can 
bring prosperity to both 
countries. 

On another level, a Jorda- 
nian negotiations source de- 
nied that tbe Kingdom and 
Israel had agreed on a three 
point security draft, which 
among other things, would 
have committed the Kingdom 
to staying oat of any nutitaiy 
coalition that threatened the 
security of Israel. 

“This idea is not even on 
the table, we rejected it out- 
right,” the source told the 
Jordan Times. 

Dr. Mnasber said negotia- 
tions on flights by Royal 
Jordanian across Israeli airs- 
pace were stock Wednesday 
over the altitude at winch tbe 
planes should fry. 


King: No Jerusalem visit anytime soon 


1) 


manner concerning all 
stands,” be said. 

“I deeply respect and 
appreciate onr relationship 
which has outlasted differ- 
ences in views and I believe 
that soon onr relations with 
Syria would resume normally 
and we wfll meet and discuss 
issues with a greater measure 
of clarity and candidness in a 
maimer that would safeguard 
mutual interest.” 

The King said that Jordan 
welcomes moves for Jorda- 
nian Syrian integration, espe- 
cially as toe two countries are 
currently cooperating in a 
number of fields. 

“1 wish that efforts wfll be 
instituted towards the estab- 
lishment of peace and that 
Syrian and Lebanese trades 
achieve p rogre ss ," King Hus- 
sein said. 


Commenting on the pros- 
pect of involving Iraq in toe 
multinational phase of toe 
peace process, the King said 
that Iraq “is very imp ort an t 
for all of ns and we all wish 
that the isolation and the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
will end soon.” 

“We all believe that die 
long night of the Iraqi people 
wfll end soon.” 

Jordan hopes that its rela- 
tions with the Gulf states 
“will be exemplary since 
there is no cause that they be 
otherwise but this mainly 
does not depend on ns,” he 
said. “Any steps for better 
understanding and tor dis- 
sipating suspicion will be re- 
sponded with favourable 
i on our side,” he added, 
iting on the situa- 
tion in Yemen and prospect s 
of him visiting Sanaa, the 
King said that be did not plan 


a vint soon but be voiced 
hope that the bloody conflict 
was finally over so that tbe 
Yemeni people can resume 
their normal life. 

“We also hope that the 
Yemenis will embark on a 
new era marked by democra- 
cy and political pluralism and 
we are ready to place our 
potentials and resources 
under tbe Yemenis’ disposal 
to help them achieve that 
goal,” King Hussein said. 

On reports that be planned 
visits to France and Germany 
towards the end of this 
month. King Hussein said the 
visits were important since 
Germany and France have 
special relations with toe 
Kingdoni- 

“We an wish to continue 
.dose relations not only with 
them but with tbe rest of the 
European Community na- 
tions,” he said. 


Tourism first fruit of peace moves 


1) 


referring to the 1991 Mad- 
rid conference that laun- 
ched Middle East peace 
.talks. “But now the gov- 
ernment appears to under 
that we have to work 
together and we are.” 

Tourism earned the 
country about S500 million 
in 1993 and ministry offi- 
cials expect the industry to 
move up from third to first 
place in terms of bringing 
in foreign currency to toe 
country in peace time. 

But at toe same time they 
also insist they are not 
looking for mass tourism 
and are concerned with 
striking a balance between 
the economic benefits and 
protecting Jordan’s cultural 
and historical sites from 
overdevelopment 

The tourism committee, 
a sub-committee of the eco- 
nomic committee formed at 
toe trilateral meeting at the 
Dead Sea last month, has 
held two issbessSb and 
friendly” meetings, as one 
participant described toe 
gatherings, and has agreed 
on a marketing strategy. 

Both rides have agreed 
to launch a “peace trip” in 
the United Slates to market 
toe region. This will benefit 
Jordan, which is weak in 
the U.S. a tt racti ng about 
50,000 viators in 1993. or 
1.7 . per cent of total tour- 
ists. 

The English-Span ish lan- 
guage promotion, which 
wfll target American Jews. 
Catholics and Protestants, 
is seen as a launching pad 
for joint cooperation. 

Unlike some of the gran- 
diose projects envisioned in 
peace time, which wfll cost 
billions of dollars and may 
remain on the drawing 
board, investment in small- 
scale infrastructure pro- 


jects is likely to fuel a boom 
in the Gulf of Aqaba,, 
which will also operate as a 
free zone. 

Among the most talked 
about projects are shared 
use of airports, ports, 
roads, joint management of 
water, cooperation to pro- 
tect the delicate marine life 
of the Gulf -and a 15- 
kilometre Taba-Eilat- 
Aqaba road snaking round 
the Gulf of Aqaba. 

Although one Jordanian 
negotiator said that >4 both 
sides have the same goals,” 
there is a fear that Jordan 
may be toe weak leg of toe 
envisioned Red Sea tour- 
ism triangle between 
Aqaba, Eilat and tbe Egyp- 
tian resort of Tabs unless 
the government invests 
huge funds in infrastructure 
projects. 

“.Eilat is everything, . 
Aqaba is not,” said another 
businessman, “The 
(Israelis) have toe hotels, 
the restaurants, the infras- 
tructure and toe social cli- 
mate conducive to tourism. 
Tourists may come to 
Aqaba out of curiosity but 
then they will go back to 
Eilat unless we do some- 
thing to keep them -here.” 

Ministry of Tourism offi- 
cials say they are trying to 
do what they can with tbe 
little they have. Archaeolo- 
gical and religions sites in 
north and central Jordan 
are getting better on-site 
information, including new 
brown and white tourism 
signs, restaurants and 
souvenir shops. The minis- 
try said it was taxgetting 
other sites for improve- 
ment including Umm Qais, 
Ajloun with its many 12- 
century castles. Madaba 
with its mosaic-tiled Mount 
Nebo Church, where Moses 
was buried, and Muqawar, 
the site of the beheading of 


John the Baptist. 

The highly developed 
Eilat with 6,000 rooms, 
which wfll double within 
five years, receives over a 
half million visitors a year. 
There are no accurate fi- 
gures as to how many tour- 
rises coxne to Aqaba, which 
has 1,200 rooms. 

“In tbe short run, Aqaba 
will lose out to Eilat but I 
am optimistic that in the 
long ran it will gain,” said 
Abaui Aziz Kabariti, own- 
er of the Coral Beach Hotel 
in Aqaba, and a negotiator 
on the tourism committee. 
“We know what is needed 
and a change will be forced 
upon us, it is inevitable,” 
said Mr. Kabariti who is 
building a new luxury hotel 
in Petra. 

Some Aqaba hoteliers 
admit that their mostly 
shabby hotels need a face- 
lift m order to compete 
with their more luxurious 
Eilat counterparts. But 
_ they insist that government 
must give incentives to toe 
private sector and reduce 
high customs duties on im- 
ports so they can afford to 
make improvements or the 
gap win widen as tbe tourist 
boom unfolds in Eilat. 

Other tour operators also 
complain of having to make 
their way through a tangled 
bureaucracy with unneces- 
. sary time-consuming reg- 
ulations imposed by toe 
Ministry of Interior. 

“There are many areas 
where we can improve reg- 
ulations to facilitate the 
work of toe industry as a 
whole, we are in toe pro- 
cess of putting in new leg- 
islation to remedy such 
' bureaucratic complications 
in cooperation with the pri- 
vate sector.” Minister 
Adwan said. 

“It is our oil,” he said. 
“We have to exploit it.” 


PLO issues stiff 
warning to Hamas; 

Israel unimpressed 


GAZA (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, under pressure to end 
guerrilla attacks against 
Israelis, has warned Gaza 
militants against carrying 
weapons in public, activists of 
Hamas said on Wednesday. 

They said a senior Palesti- 
nian security officer in the 
smith of tbe Gaza self-rule 
zone met seven Hamas activ- 
ists in his office late on Tues- 
day, telling them that Mr. 
Arafat ordered a crackdown 
on violations of security in 
the Gaza Strip. 

“We were informed... that 
the (Palestinian) authority, 
on orders from the president 
(Arafat), will act to ensure 
security, tranquillity and 
quiet no matter what the 
consequences are," one 
Hamas activist who attended 
the meeting said. 

Tbe officer was quoted as 
saying Palestinian security 
forces will curb those who 
cany weapons or cover tbeir 
faces with masks. 

Hamas has spearheaded 
violent opposition to the 11- 
montb-old Israeli-PLO peace 
deal. 

After Hamas men lulled 
one Israeli and wounded six 
on Sunday in Gaza, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said the future of 
peace moves depended on 
tbe PLO’s making a serious 
effort to suppress the vio- 
lence. 

The Palestinian authority 
which administers self-rule 
rounded up some 40 Hamas 
activists for questioning ab- 
out tbe attacks, sparking the 
auger of opponents of the 
peace deal. 

Hamas sources said all but 
five activists have been re- 
leased. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said before leaving for 
talks with senior Palestinian 
officials in Egypt on Wednes- 


day toe PLO's role in stem- 
ming attacks would be high 
on the agenda. 

Mr. Rabin has said toe 
Palestinian measures against 
Hamas bad been an ineffec- 
tive media stum rather than a 
concentrated effort to halt 
anti-Israel violence, Israeli 
reports said. 

Israeli radios quoted Mr. 
Rabin as saying in a meeting 

with religious legislators that 

tbe Palestinian police mostly 
made political moves against 
tbe Islamic activists rather 
than effective, energetic 
arrests. 

Mr. Rabiii* spokesman, 
Odcd Ben-Ami would not 
confirm the remarks, raying 
the meeting with the legisla- 
tors from tbe National Reli- 
gious Party had been dosed. 

Israel itself moved against 
at least two activists from 
Hamas. 

Relatives said Yasser Ra- 
joub. tbe brother of fibril 
Rajoub. who heads Palesti- 
nian security in the auton- 
omous area of Jericho, was 
arrested at home in Dura, a 
West Bank village near Heb- 
ron. 

The relatives said Mr. Ra- 
joub. 35, was arrested by 
Israeli soldiers and intelli- 
gence agents who searched 
his home late Tuesday. He 
was among 400 Hamas activ- 
ists whom Israel expelled to 
Lebanon in December 1992 
for a year. His brother was 
not available for comment. 

Israeli troops also arrested 
Hamas activist Kbded Sahbi 
at an army checkpoint near 
the Kissufim junction where 
one Israeli was shot dead and 
six wounded in two attacks 
Sunday, the Israeli radio re- 
ports said. 

The Palestinian liaison 
committee demanded that be 
be handed over to them, they 
said. The army would not 
comment on either arrest. 


Abequa children flown out 


(Coatfamed from page 1) 

found stuffed under a bed 
two days later. 

Mr. Abequa, a naturalised 
American citizen, -was 
arrested July 20 and later 
confessed to his crime. He 
has been charged with first- 
degree murder and kidnap- 
ping- 

The United States has re- 
quested his extradition, but 
in the absence of sudi a 
treaty, Jordanian officials 
said he would be tried in 

A mman 

After Mr. Abequa’s arrest, 
the children were put in the 
care of their paternal grand- 
mother, Sanuha, who had 
vowed not to let them go 
bade with their aunt without 
a ruling from an Islamic Shar- 
ia court. There was no court 
bearing. 

Ms. Doknr flew in earlier 
this month at the invitation of 
His Majesty King Hussein to 
provide evidence that she was 
financially able to care for 
her niece and nephew. 

Last week, under pressure 
from toe government, the 
children were put under gov- 
ernment care and a tightly 
guarded apartment was pro- 
vided for them and tbeir 
aunt. 

Mr. Abequa’s sister, 
Mariam, told the Assoaated 
Press that she. her two 
brothers and their mother 
went to visit tbe children at 
tbeir safe-house in a posh 
Amman suburb Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Tbe visitors only found two 
plainclothes policemen in the 
hat. The children were 
already gone. 

“We asked the policemen 
where the children were, and 
they responded that they did 
not know,” she said by tele- 
phone. “My mother was ex- 
tremely upset and broke 
down — she collapsed.” 

She said her brothers, 
Ahmad and Adnan, “got into 
an argument with toe police- 
men, who arrested them.” 

Family members said the 
whereabouts of the two were 
sot known by late Wednes- 
day. 

Hasna Abequa, another 
sister, said: “We will pursue 
this matter with toe author- 
ities and we wfll try to resist 
this decision.” 

Earlier Wednesday, about 
100 relatives of the Abequas 
staged a three-hour sit-in out- 
ride Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali's office deman- 
ding that tbe children stay in 
Jordan. 

The crowd waved banners 
that read: “Onr children are 
not for bargaining," and 
“Sami and Lisa are our chil- 
dren." 

The demonstrators, 
headed by members of the 
Abequa family, asked to 


meet with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. 

The demonstrators were 
met by Minister of State 
Abdullah Jaa who asked five 
Abequa family members to 
negotiate tbe matter inside 
the ministry. 

Mrs. Abequa and another 
family member said they 
would not enter unless they 
meet the prime minister. 

After three hours, the 
Abequa members who were 
negotiating with Mr. Jaa and 
Minister of State Abdul Baqi 
Jammoh, left the Prime 
Ministry Without having met 
Dr. Majali. 

“The prime minister re- 
fused to meet us, but we were 
told that a date will be set to 
meet with King Hussein,” 
said Adnan Abequa before 
walking away with his sob- 
bing mother. 

A family member told the 
Jordan Tunes that be had 
learned that a decision was 
already taken on tbe chil- 
dren's fate, and that today's 
negotiations were held to 
pressure the Abequa family 
into signing a waiver relin- 
quishing their claims to Lira 
and Sami. No government 
officials were reached 
Wednesday evening to com- 
ment on the case. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Majali 
Wednesday was quoted in an 
interview in A1 Aswaq news- 
paper as saying, that “the 
Jor danian law requires that 
tbe maternal grandmother 
has priority, if not, the mater- 
nal aunt is next.” 

In toe interview. Dr. Ma- 
jali said that Jordan would 
not hand over Mr. Abequa to 
the U.S. authorities. 

In Washington, a spokes- 
man for Senator Frank 
Lau ten berg. Democrat-New 
Jersey, said the children will 
spend the night in Germany 
and fly to Newark Thursday. 

Mr. Lautenberg, who sent 
an aide to assist Ms. Dokur in 
Jordan, said the family had to 
live under virtual house 
arrest in an "almost intoler- 
able” flat in Amman that 
lacked air conditioning de- 
spite 110-degree tempera- 
tures, and was infested with, 
bugs and rats. 

Mr. Lautenberg said he 
spoke to Ms. Doknr in 
Greece, where the flight from 
Amman stopped to refuel. ' 

Rep. Robert Torricelli. 
Democrat-NJ., said the re- 
turn of Mr. Abequa for trial 
in the United States appears 
doubtful although he and 
other lawmakers pledged to 
keep trying. 

“While this is a moment of 
some triumph ... it is still only 
toe halfway mark in provid- 
ing justice," Mr. Torricelli 
said. “That which is being 
offered in Jordan is an insult 
to the life of a woman who 
was brutally murdered.” 
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8 Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, 


U.S. central bank signals rate increases may be over 


WASHINGTON (R) — In 
kicking np interest rates 
amin, die Federal Reserve 
(Fed) made clear it has 
.accomplished its mission, be- 
jpm six months ago, of inter- 
cepting inflation before it 
escalated. 

In a move widely expected 
by Wall Street, the FcdTues- 
. day raised two key interest 
rates by one-half percentage 
points. In doing so, it set in 
motion rate increases by 
commercial banks that will 
soon be mirrored by higher 
credit card and mortgage 
costs. 

“But these actions are ex- 
pected to be sufficient, at 
lea st for a time, to meet the 
objective of sustained. 


noninflationary growth,* a 
Fed statement announcing 
the rate increases said. 

Fed Chairman Alan 
Greenspan, while giving no 
direct hint cm which way the 
policy-making Federal Open 
Market Committee would go, 
said last week that its monet- 
ary tightening this year was 
primarily aimed at keeping 
inflation under control in 
1995. 

“By the time that 
aggregate price indexes re- 
veal that inflation is on the 
upswing, many imbalances 
that are costly to rectify have 
already developed,” Mr. 
Greenspan said in testimony 
before a House operations 


subcommittee. 

' Even before its latest move 
that tobk the key discount 
rate to 4.0 per cent and the ' 
federal funds rate that banks 
charge each other for over- 
night loans to 4.75 per cent, 
the Fed had been criticised 
for undermining the recovery 
with little evidence that infla- 
tion was a problem. 

And Tuesday was no diffe- 
rent. Powerful House Bank- 
ing Committee Chairman 
Henry Gonzalez accused the 
Fed of chasing long-held 
dreams of zero inflation. ' 

“(The) decision by the 
Federal Reserve is another 

big step in the wrong direc- 
tion, which will injure the 
United States economy and 


(dace additional burdens on 
workers in a weak labour 
market," Mr. Gonzalez said 
in a statement. 

In announcing its latest 
move, the Fed, however, said 
“the actions are intended to 
keep inflationary pressures 
coutained, and thereby foster 
sustainable economic 
growth.” 

This was the fifth time that 
the. Fed, has tightened credit 
tins year, beginning in Febru- 
ary. Its latest action was 
quickly emulated by commer- 
cial banks, which ramped up 
their prime lending rates to 
7.75 per cent from 735 per 


cent 

Clinton administration 
officials steered clear of criti- 
cising the Fed for its latest 
rate increase, saying they rec- 
ognised the need for vigilance 
on inflation while stressing 
the overall health of the eco- 
nomy. 

“We believe the economy 
will remain healthy, led by 
continued strong investment 
spending, which is laying the 
foundation for future -growth 
and higher living standards.” 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Beatsen and White: House 
chief economist Taura Tyson 


said in a joint statement 

In raising interest rates this 
year for the first thro in five 
years, the Fed is trying to 
prevent the economy from 
overheating and thus extend- 
ing the life of the expansion. 

So far, it has had limHwi 
success, although Fed offi- 
cials caution that it takes time 
for their monetary medicine 
to affect the economy. 

Growth has slowed from 
the feverish pace seen late 
last year, as higher interest 
rates hive: dampened consum- 
er demand, particularly for 
housing. 


JORDAN WELFARE LOTTERY 


Ontonary issue No. 15/1994 



Drawing of August 17, 1994 


Winning Tickets 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


46597 

40,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


93117 

10,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


35258 

5,000 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


25717 

3,500 


Holder of 


ticket No. 
Wins JD 


95324 

2,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


01214 

2,000 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


56191 

1,500 


Holder of ticket No. 

Wins JD 


26335 

1,000 


Ten consolawn prizes totaling JD 3,000 each wins JD 300 

46598 46507 46697 47597 56597 
46596 46587 46497 45597 36597 


Ten consotaUon prizes totalling JD l each whs JD IN 

93118 93127 93217 94117 03117 
93116 93107 93017 92117 83117 


Ten consotanon prizes totaling JD 7M each whs JD 19 

35259 35268 35358 36258 45258 
35257 35248 35158 34258 25258 


Ten coneoiatlon prizes totalling JD 400 each wtna JD 4# 

25718 25727 25817 26717 35717 
25716 25707 25617 24717 15717 


Ten consolation prizes 

95325 95334 
95323 95314 


totaling JD 2S9 each whs JD 2S 

95424 96324 05324 
95224 94324 85324 


Ten Dorvsoiarion prizes 

01215 01224 
01213 01204 


totaling JD M each wins JD 20 

01314 02214 11214 
01114 00214 91214 


Tan consoietlon prizes 

51192 56101 
56190 56101 


totaling JD IN each wets JD IS 

56291 57191 66191 
56091 55191 46191 


Ten consolation prizes touting JD 59 each wins JD 5 

26336 26345 26435 27335 36335 
26334 26325 26235 25335 16335 


Ticket numbers 


94581 16958 42392 00722 65108 


win JD 200 each 


Ticket numbers 


25391 55954 93319 10711 50008 


win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 


3211 3532 5329 4586 Win JD 60 each 


297 154 


Win JD 15 each 


53 


Win JD 6 each 


4670 1501 1760 

1051 2309 


Win JD 30 each 


359 079 309 752 Win Id 10 each 


O (2*ro) 


Win JD 3 each 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


40 covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in . 182 81* 901 311 ^ J 0 10 


Winners of the grand prizes In the special Issue number 14/19M of August 2, W 
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Qatar, Pakistan to speed 
up gas pipeline project 


DOHA (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to said Wednesday Pakistan 
and Qatar bad agreed to 
speed up work on a project to 
build a natural gas pipeline 
under the sea between the 
two countries. 

“The emir (of Qatar, 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad 
A1 Thani) agreed that the 
work on this vital project 
should be taken up serious- 
ly," Ms. Bhutto told a news 
conference at the end of a 
three-day official visit to the 
Arab Gulf state. 

The project, initiated by 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE)-based Crescent Pet- 
roleum Company, envisages 
building an undersea pipeline 
1,600 kilometres long, which 
will carry 1. 6 billion cubic 
feet of Qatari gas a day to 
Pakistan. 

The project, due to cost 
$3.2 billion, is being run by a 
private sector consortium of 
.Crescent, "Transcanada Pipe- 
dines Ltd and Brown and 
Root Inc, a unit of U.S. firm 


Halliburton Co. 

It is one of several similar 
plans being considered by 
Gulf states with gas re- 
sources, including pipelines 
under the sea to India from 
Iran and Oman. 

Qataris role will be to build 
facilities and sell gas to feed 
the pipeline from the 
offshore gas fields of state- 
owned Qatar General Pet- 
roleum Corporation 
(QGPC), a source dose to 
the project told Reuters re- 
cently. 

The pipeline, due to come' 
onstream in 1999, would 
supply a third of Pakistan’s 
projected gas needs, the 
source said. Other Gulf states 
like Iran and the UAE could 
choose to link np to it later if 
they wanted to. 

‘If materialised, this will 
iric projet 
first gas pipeline i 
gion, which will a 
dents for similar projects, 
Ms. Bhutto said. 

She said Pakistan would 
guarantee the purchase of gas 


be a historic project and die 
in the re- 
set prece- 


supplies from Qatar and 
added that Qatari Energy 
Minister Abdullah Bin 
Hamad A1 Altiyah will visit 
Pakistan “shortly, to discuss 
various aspects of the pro- 
ject." 

It was not immediately 
dear if the two states had 
signed any formal agreement 
on the pricing of the Qatari 
gas. 

The three member firms of 
the consortium will raise 75 
per cent of the financing for 
the project through loans and 
provide the rest themselves in 
the form of equity. Brown 
and Root is also acting as 
consultant for basic engineer- 
ing work. 

The source said the consor- 
tium hoped to raise the 
financing by the end of 1995. 
Construction could start soon 
afterwards. 

Transcanada - and Brown 
and Root joined the project 
in April. Transcanda said its 
stake would be 25 per cent of 
total equity. Figures for the 
other two firms’ stakes were 
not available. 


Forgive us our debts, 
says Russian minister 


domestic cost ui n es$. , . _ 

drawal and economic Russia in June sealed an 

Wednesday called on West- ement with the Pans 
era states to forjpye part ™ which cut $8 billion 

Russia’s multi-billion-dollar its 1994 debt sending 

foreign debt. bill, but Mr. Aleksashenko 

“Bulgaria and Poland have crc djtor states were 

had 50 per cent of their debts omX)Se< i to the idea of forgiv- 
written off, why is this not PJ^ts. 
being done in relation to Kus- He said talks with ' creditor 
-IWL- Minister wcre ^ deadlocked 

amid arguments about 

whether banks have the right 
to seize Russian property if 
Russia fails to pay- ■ 
“Talks with the London 
dub (of creditor banks) arc 
very bard because they have 
these demands on sovereign 
immunity and we cannot 
agree to this,” he said. 

Mr. Aleksashenko said 
Russia's main aim was to 
ensure that the burden of 
debt servicing was “bearable 
for the Russian economy and 
for the Russian budget." 

It was important that debt 
servicing did not become an 
additional obstacle to Rus- 
sia’s economic transforma- 
tion. . 

But Mr. Davydov said the 
West should not only put up 
with Russia’s debts, but also 
forgive them, bearing in mind 
Moscow’s contribution to en- 
ding the cold war. 

“Russia is withdrawing its 

“If debt forgiveness was a tro^froi^t^ Europe) 
result of negotiations it would ?*> d Who is gomgtocalcul^e 

l- TjIj t — . its losses from restructuring 

its economy, not to mention 
the loss of markets for Ros- 
si an products?” he said. 

vir. -a. * I ii a — ■ n 1 mav 


’Foreign Trade Minister 
Oleg Davydov told ITAR- 
TASS qews agency in an in- 
terview. . . 

But a senior finance minis- 
try official said debt forgive- 
ness was not on the agenda 
now. Russia was, however, 
keen to ensure the burden of 
debt repayments did not ex- 
ceed its ability to pay or to 
continue painful economic 
reform. 

- Russia has struggled to -re- 
pay debts of some$80 billion 
inherited from the former 
Soviet Union. Bnt officials 
have so far refrained from 
asking creditors to forgive 
their debts, amid fears this 
could make it harder to bor- 
row in the future. 

Deputy Finance Minister 
Sergei Aleksashenko said 
Russia had not put in any 
formal request for debt for- 
giveness, although be admit- 
ted the idea was not without 
attractions. 


iwouii U1 in^uuuviu a* wv w 

be very good, but I do not 
think it is our primary 
target," be told Reuters by 
telephone. “We have signed 
an agreement abont our 
debts which does not talk 
about debt forgiveness.” 

The finance ministry shares 
responsibility for debt talks 
with the economic ministry of 
Alexander Shokhin. Mr. 
Davydov’s foreign trade 
ministry is not directly re- 
sponsible for the issue. 

Talks between Russia and 
its creditors have so for cen- 


Western industrial powers 
are worried that repaying 
Russia’s foreign debt, which 
includes some $45 billion 
owed to die Paris Club, could 
it an unbearable strain on a 
jlc economy. 

•ut at the same time they 
are concerned that Russia 
* preserve its credibility as a 
borrower in order to obtain 
new. credits. 



Study sees more oil finds in Arab region 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states have more than 
60 per cent of the world’s oil 
ana the reserves will sharply 
increase with the introduc- 
tion of advanced extraction 
technology, an official study 
said Wednesday. 

Around 112 billion barrels 
of crude are expected to be 
added to the proven reserves 
of 628 billion barrels with the 
employment of new adv- 
anced equipment and the 
more productive horizontal 
drilling technique, said the 
study by the Kuwaiti-based 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC). 

"To add those quantities to 
the existing reserves, Arab 
countries need to drill 3,635 
wells at a cost of $56 billion,” 
the 10-nation group said in its 
monthly bulletin, obtained 

here- 


It said the exploration 
could also result in the addi- 
tion bf 15.1 trillion cubic 
metres of natural .gas to the 
existing gas reserves of 28.8 
trillion cubic metres. 

Most of the Arab crude 
reserves are based in the 
Gulf, with Saudi Arabia 
alone: having nearly 260 tril- 
lion barrels, more than a 
quarter of the world’s proven 
crude reserves of around one 
trillion bands. 

Iraq has around 100 billion 


barrels while Kuwait’s re- 
serves are estimated at 92 
trillion bands and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) at 98 
billion bands. 

Gulf officials say they have 
much more oil underneath as 
those reserves can be ex- 
tracted only by present tech- 
nology . 

“There is much more oil in 
in the region. But a 
_ i put of them are still out 
of reach because they are too 
deep and their geological 


structure is very compli- 
cated,” one official said. 

In the UAE for example, 
.official estimates put oil »■ .*■ 
serves ' in place at 216 billion 
barrels bnt only 98 billion 
bonds can be recovered at 
an extraction rate of around 
45 per cent. Extraction rates 
in other Gulf states are also 
above 40 per cent compared 
with 30-35 per cent in other 
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OKAY, I TIED MY OWN 
, SHOES ...NOW WHAT' 


NOU), VOU CAN WALK, OR 
RUN, OR JUMP, OR DO 
ANYTHING YOU WANT.. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Throw your gum away when you 
kiss me-ndon’t just stick it 
behind my ear!” 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
four ordnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
8 by Henri Arnold and MOca ArgMon 
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A LOSING TEAM 
CAN TURN FAN'S 
INTO THIS. 

rtow arrange the cifdod lettare to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's I Jumbtea: QRAJN EVENT GOPHER FIESTA 
I Answer What attracted customers to the mattmu 
shop —"SPRING* FEVER 


parte of the world. 

Most Gulf states have 
embarked on major projects 
to boost their oil production 
capacity to face growing 
world demand. Around eight 
million of the projected 10 
millio n barrels per day i(h/d)> 
increase in demand for /, 
OPEC’s crude will likely 4 
come from the Arab region, 
according to official esti- 
mates. 


DESIGNS 

an exploration of 
craftsmanship and artistry 

A'C DAJANl’S 

Gold & Gems Jewellers 

Amra Hotel Shops, 6th Circle, Amman. 
Amman Rio de Janeiro 

since 1988 since 1975 


Horoscope not received 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Roger Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 House cow 
5 Eats sparingly 
10 Mafor trade pad 

14 Key 

15 Bay 

1 6 Garfield's pal 

17 Diplomas 
IS Lync poems 

20 Having keen 
vision 

21 Employers 

22 Modern Mrs. 

23 Band depositor 
25 Comp. pL 

28 Autocrat 
3i Pee Wee 
33 Amerinds 

35 Cote occupant 

36 Disheveled 
38 Fiber source 


41 Certain dancers 
*2 "Open 
45 Snooze 

47 Snicker — 

48 Large ouck 

49 Curiae 
Si Misjudge 

» Furnishes 
54 Marrow estuary 

56 Author ERzabem 
58 Pranks 

68 Beget 

67 Flayed onea 
more 

60Mane wa$on 
rota 

69 Mason's 
Waughs 

70 Swelling 

71 Preooua 

DOWN 

1 Ascend 

2 Workplace 
watchdog 

3 Fashion man. 
Caaainl 

4 Grapes 

5 Malady 

6 Pet octopus 

name? 

7 NobaUn wiasei 

8 Cares tor 





SRds. 

10 zeroes 

11 Pourous gam 

12 Row 

13 Tracy's woman 
18 Lively 

21 Eye pert 

24 Schedule boot. 

25 Reiacsmenta 

26 Throat affection 
Equivocation 

29 Pointed tool 

MmntutB 
32 WMng 

34 Poor tkee 

throw 

37 One on the 
move 

40 Touch Bghtty 
*3 Stale near Lake 
Superior, abbr. 
Tirmration 
4f Character 
50 Demeanor 
53 Recoiled 
55 Garden 
pest 
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66 Party 

57 Land d the 

Buckeyes 
59 Brute 
GO Drill 


Bl wisdom 

82 — Maw 

83 Cycle ol 


65 Before 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Hong Kong's trade with the 
Middle East grew by nearly 
13 percent in the. first half of 
1994 with the. balance in its 
favour despite' a surge in im- 
ports, an official report- said 
Tuesday. 

. Two-way trade with the 
region stood at S1.63 billion 
compared with $1.44 billion 
in the -first half of 1993, 
according to the report by the 
Hohg’ Kong Trade Develop- 
ment Council office in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), 

Exports increased by seven 
per cent to around S881 mil- 
lion from $823.3 million 
while imports. Soared by 21 
per cent to nearly S748 mil- 
lion from $618.1 million dol- 
lars, the report said. 

.This created a surplus in 
favour of Hong Kong of $133 
million in the. first half of 


3994 compared with $205.2 
million in the same period of 
1993. 

During the whole of 1993. 
trade stood at $3.49 billion, 
an increase of more than 10 
per cent from the previous 
year.- 

Hong Kong said this year it 
'was launching an export blitz 
in the Middle East to lake 
advantage of peace in the 
‘ region. . 

Its exports ‘include mainly 
watches and docks, clothes, 
textiles, footstuffs and elec- 
trical appliances. Its imports 
from the region comprise 
crude oil; domes, foodstuffs 
and reexported cars. 

Hong Kong’s exports to 
the' UAE surged by 18 per 
cent to $387 million in the 
first half of 1994 from around 
$328 million in the first half 
of 1993. 


New Israeli tax sends 
shock waves through market 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israefs announcement 
that it would begin taxing 
share profits shocked players 
on the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change, and one analyst pre- 
dicted a potential mass sell- 
off when trading resumes 
Sunday. 

Traders, economists and 
company chiefs voiced sur- 
mise Tuesday when Finance 
Minister Avraham Sbohat, in 
a sudden reversal of govern- 
ment policy, said be would 
ask parliament to impose a 10 
per cent rax from Jan. 1. 

He ordered the Tel Aviv 
exchange dosed nmfl Sun- 
day, hoping to ease fears in 
the meantime. But many of 
the nearly SO Israeli stocks 
traded in New York fell 
sharply in heavy trading, 
dropping from two to eight 
per cent after his announce- 
ment. 

As for the Tel Aviv ex- 
change, “it will fall,” Israeli 
stock broker Mark Meiras 
said. “There are aU sorts of 
forecasts.” 

“You’ve got the hysterical 
ones who are saying (a drop 
of) SO per cent in the first few 
days, and then you have the 
more clear-headed ones 
saying 10 to IS per cent,” Mr. 
Meiras, managing director of 
Pacific Mediterranean 
Group, an investment house, 


told Reuters. 

Mb'. Meiras was betting on 
something dose to 10 per 
cent in the first day or so. 
once investors realised that 
the tax was not large when 
compared to other Western 
and emerging markets. 

Soil, toe bourse said it 
wonki lift limits on share 
losses and gams Sunday, nor- 
mally held to 10 per cent. Mr. 
Meiras said there was poten- 
tial for an initial mass sell-off. 

Israelis were looking to 
Israeli shares in New York 
for dues to what might hap- 
pen on the Tel Aviv ex- 
change. 

Economist Dan Tkhon, a 
member of parliament from 
the opposition Likud Party, 
called the tax “good for no- 
thing,” saying a similar tax 
initiated in 1964 bad to be 
cancelled after it sent stock 
prices tumbling. 

Tel Aviv investors were 
already depressed by a lack- 
lustre market this year after 
record gains the previous 
two. The benchmark Mish la- 
aim index has fallen by 25 per 
cent — from 240 points at die 
start of the year to around 
180. 

The tax, heartily endorsed 
by Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, evoked a mixed pub- 
lic response. Large numbers 
of Israelis play the market 


and Mr. Rabin said some 
“jitteriness" was to be ex- 
pected. 

A poll for the newspaper 
Yedioth Ahronoth showed 
some 500 Israelis divided on 
the wisdom of the govern- 
ment’s plans and on the trust- 
worthiness of Mr. Rabin, 
who had so completely re- 
sisted a capital gains tax in 
the past. 

"When speaking of a prime 
minister and finance minis- 
ter, don’t expect them to tell 
the whole truth when speak- 
ing of a devaluation or new 
tax policy.” Mr. Rabin said 
brazenly. 

Israeli officials said the tax, 

taken together with other 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 



One sterling 


1.3758/68 

1.5581/91 

1.7496/06 

13086/96 

32.10/14 

5. 3429/79 

1592.1/3.6 

10032/42 

7.8888/88 

6.8590/40 

6.1853/03 

$13370/80 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $377.85/378.15 


WASHINGTON — rtic 
United States and Japan 
signed a long-awaited patent 
deal Tuesday that shoulJ 
help i mentors and take some 
of the sting out oi trans- 
pacific trade frictions. 

While barely a blip in the 
big commercial picture, the 
patent deal is the only one to 
emerge from contentious 
U.S.-Japan trade framework 
talks that were launched with 
fanfare last summer. 

The aim of the talks is to 
cut Japan's record trade sur- 
plus — $12.3 billion in July 
alone — but negotiators have 
failed to make much headway 
and the impasse has instead 
battered the dollar. 

Indeed, officials said it was 
unclear how much the intel- 
lectual property agreement 
would help level the lopsided 
trade imbalance, although 
currency traders took heart at 
some cooling-off in the fric- 
tion between the nations. 

“This is not going to blow 
everyone’s socks off. hut it 
does show there's a new good 
feeling and workable rela- 
tionship between Japan and 
America." said Ruth Ford, a 
spokeswoman in the Patent 
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JOHANNESBURG {Ri j- 
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its Swiss-based ..:.\ha;e ,ir:s;. 
De Beers Centenary A.G.. 
reported a ;’a!' m eo:t:bined 
net aliributuble may, ;o 
S341 null .or. frox S3.v mil- 
lion in the firs! Ital. of i^\-3. 

This ecuiiiled ’AJ i.'.S. eer.is 
per De Beeri-Cvr.tiT..:rs link- 
ed investment u;;:r. versus y? 
cents ir. the corresp\i!:,i.ry 
previous veer peri.v! 

FoWow’ir.i' group testri.^- 
turiny in j'>-v shai.aeiiL.s 
own seeunties :n 
Beers and Centen.-.r. . m :vcl: 
houses the etoup"' toreiyn 
interests. Bu: these frude .; 
twin units comprt-n'. ''Te 1^-- 
Beers share .mi t»:ie Cent-.v. 
ary depositary le.vipi. 

The group r.iwJe '.v.l'ledl.r.e 
comment on l • ■ o:t 
firet halt result, i see;*: .o 
note that its ; e/...r.;_- , ’ 

to $101 mill.":. 
lion. 

it s,!iJ .: ta^.-ji.-nr 

clalvratmg ^ :.■*-• re«-:i 
would be made v* 

pi^ssible. 

It IlldiCJf ;d 
S«roi:g de::i..:u> s'run- 
kei for T.Hi-ih >\iy.v;\ v.oaiJ 
no: be rttiitn d ! :.■ 
second half. 

”CSO i Central Se. 

Organisation • ‘..lies . : .*.c 
second half .*. :h.- -.e:.r iv.il. 
like last yea- . ';■> .se:! r>e:.v.; 
sales fiir the Ur.: !i.?»i . 
wid. 

The groiip':. Lo.tuv'.t-b.i.^i! 
CSO, which O'.’nih'!:. *‘;e 
supply of some ~ ei*::t of 
the world's rough diamonds 
to the market, previously 
announced a i.5 per ce:;t r.^ 
in first-hall «tles to S15S 
billion, compared w-dh the 
same period of 
However. :i:io ’v.rs per 
cent higher thsn in the 
second halt of ‘.Lit >e;tr. 

I: reported that demand 
for rough di. intend-., wrs 
■strong in ii»c frrst halt, pun- 
cularly in the first ouarter. .u. 
u result of increased confi- 
dence in the retail markets, 
leading to increased exports 
from cutting centres. 

The CSO reduced supplies 
to the m.irket in the secvttd 
quarter loILj-.viny ,i build-up 
of stocks in rhc cHltiRs; cen- 
tres 


.siL.-ii.-nr 








a scsnSrCMS'C* fr£P a fii & fc»' 2 8. t 4 


Sports 


Janet Evans wins 40th U.S. title 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 
(R) — Janet Evans, the 
greatest woman distance 
freestyle swimmer in the his- 
tory of the sport, won her 
40th U.S. national title Tues- 
day at the U.S. Swimming 

Champio nshi ps. 

Evans, 22, ted from start to 
finish to win the 400-metre 
freestyle in 4:08.78. The 
world record-holder in the 
event for the past six years, 
Evans tied 200-metre butterf- 
*7 world record holder Mel- 
vin Stewart for most national 
titles with 40. It was also her 
11th national title in the 400 
freestyle. 

r Evaus has won 24 of 25 
major national and interna- 
tional titles in this event since 
the 1986 Goodwill Games. 

JThe seven-day U.S. 
nationals are the selection 
meet for the world cham- 
pionships in Rome and part 
of; the selection process for 
the March 11-26 Pan Amer- 
ican Games in Mar del Plata, 
Argentina. 

The dud expected between 


Evans and 16-year-old 
schoolgirl Cristina Teuscher, 


winner of Monday night’s 
200-metre freestyle event, 
never materialised. Teuscher 
finished a distant second in 
4:11.20. 

“I beard so much about 
this race I was going to have 
and I got to the 200 and no 
one was there,'' Evans said. 
“I just swam to get through 
die race. I think the swim- 
mers are lying in wait for the 
world championships. Is 
three weeks I swim against 
the world.” 

Said Teuscher. “I was just 
so nervous trying to Kve up to 
other people’s expectations 
instead of my own. I was 
really nervous swimming 
against Janet.” 

Evans, a four-time Olym^- 
pic gold medalist, said she 
will determine whether she re- 
mains in the sport through 
the 1996 Olympic Gaines m 
Atlanta after she co m petes in 
the world championships. 

“It would be great to win a 
fifth Olympic gold medal and 


be a little part of history,” 
Evans said. 

A fifth Olympic gold medal 
would tie Evans with speeds- 
kater Bonnie Blair for the 
most in U.S. women's Olym- 
pic history.” 

‘Tve accomplished every- 
thing I can in this sport,” 
Evans sakL “I think right 
now everything I do is icing 
on the cake. I'm trying to 
take rhings with a li g hter 
attitude. I just want to have 
fun with it now. That’s whafs 
keeping me in it.” 

Other winners Tuesday 
night were: Lea Loveless in 
the 100-metre backstroke in 
1.-01.73 Brad Bridgewater in 
(he 200-metre backstroke in 
1:59.21 and Gary Hall in the 
100-metre freestyle in 49.31. 

A maximum of 26 men and 
26 women wifi be selected for 
the U.S. world cham- 
pionships team — first 
through fourth-place 
finish ers in the 100 arid 200- 
metre freestyles and all event 
winners. Top two in aD other 
individual events also qualify. 


Environmentalists happy but 


some Monza trees might still fall 


ROME (AP) — Environ- 
mental groups claimed vic- 
tory Tuesday, but some trees 
might still fall in Monza's 
park to make the running of 
the rescued Italian Grand 
Prix safer. 

To the relief of the Italian 
government and racing fans, 
the Paris-based International 
Automobile Federation 
(FIA) Monday announced 
tht it was scrapping its deci- 
sion to cancel the Formula 
One race and that the grand 
prix would be run Sept. 11 as 
originally scheduled at the 
track on Monza. 

-The cancellation had fol- 
lowed protests over a plan, in 
the name of track safety, to 
fell majestic oaks, chestnuts, 
fir and other trees, some cen- 
turies old — first 500, then 
about 120 were to be chop- 
ped down — in what is one of 
Europe’s largest urban green 
spaces. After the protests, 
local authorities vetoed a 
government-backed plan to 
widen a curve by clearing a 


swath of trees shading it. 

On Sunday, a federation 
spokesman said a new plan 
had been worked up that 
basically sacrifices speed and 
spares trees. The idea calls 
for sharpening the angle of 
the second Lesmo corner on 
the track, cutting speeds from 
approximately 260kph (160 
mph) to 170 kph (IQS mph). 

But Italian state radio re- 
ported Tuesdfay that about a 
dozen trees would still be 
sacrificed. 

The Monza track’s office . 
was closed Tuesday. A track 
custodian said no work had 
started. 

The plan still has to be 
approved by the Lombardy 
region and Milan’s superin- 
tendent of environmental and 
architectural affairs. But 
there was no indication 
approval would be denied. 

“In Monza, the park has 
won,” said a statement by the 
Worldwide Fund for Nature 
and Legambiente, two 
groups which led nearly daily 


protests in front of the trees. 

“We have not seen the new 
plan yet. They say only 10 
trees will be sacrificed, 
among which only one is 
centuries-old. If this is true, 
we could come up with an 
agreement,” said the state- 
ment. Approval by environ- 
mental groups is not neces- 
sary for work to go-ahead^ 

Some were sceptical, like 
Palmina Corso, a woman 
from Milan who had joined 
the protests in the paries. 

“First they said 10 trees, 
now it seems like it could be 
14. If there’s no one there (at 
tiie track) to watch, who 
knows how many they will 
cut down.” she said. 


FIA approved the plan to 
remove the grandstand at the 
second corner and in the 
space put a gravel run-off 
area and new crash barriers. 

The president of the Italian 
Automobile Association, 
Rosario Alessi, was happy 
with the race's rescue. 


: JORDAN VALLEY ARABIAN STUD 

' ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF ENDURANCE AND LONG 
' DISTANCE RIDING ALONG THE HILLS AND PLATEAU OF 
: THE JORDAN VALLEY. KABARDINA HORSES FROM RUSSIA, 
■ PURE ARABIAN, THOROUGHBRED, PONIES FOR CHILDREN 
J ARE AVAILABLE OTHER PROGRAMMES ARE AVAILABLE 
fSUCH AS CAMPING AND RIDING FROM THE VALLEY UP THE 
| ' HILLS TO MOUNT NEBO NEAR MADABA OVERLOOKING 
j THE DEAD SEA. EQUIPMENT AND TACK ARE AVAILABLE AT 
; I THE STUD. PROGRAMMES SUCH AS ENDURANCE RIDING 
. ; UP THE HILLS AND MOUNTAINS AND LONG DISTANCE 
1 COURSES WILL BEGIN SEPTEMBER 15-1994. 

- INTERESTED RIDERS AND GROUPS, PLEASE CONTACT: 

- MR. NASSER MIRZA TEL: 829882 -3 


“Besides satisfying the 
safety needs of drivers, 
mechanics and spectators, 
the solution adopted guaran- 
tees the protection of the 
environment. The legitimate 
interests of the organisers 
and the expectations of Ita- 
lian and foreign fans,” Alessi 
was quoted as saying by the 
Italian news agency ANSA. 

Ferrari said it “received 
with “I received with great 
relief the confirmation of the 
Italian Grand Prix in Mon- 
za.” 

Safety concerns were 
heightened by crashes in the 
San Marino Grand Prix this 
spring that killed Ayrton Sen- 
na and Roland Ratzenberger. 


HAVE YOU EVER CELEBRATED 




OUTDOOR? 


The best OktoberFest at the Marriott. 
German music, lottery, games, 
prizes, authentic German food, 
German beer flown in from Germany 
specially for this occasion 


Thursday August 25th. 1994 
Friday August 26th. 1994 
Time: 7:30 p.m. until 2:00 a.m 

Buy your ticket now at 
Amman Marriott Hotel! 


AMMAN 

Aarnott. 



owjU 


P.O.Box: 926333 Amman - Jordan Tel: 607607 Fax: 670100 
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Mansell is again in focus 
of Formula One rumours 


LONDON (AP) — Depend- 
ing cm whom you believe, 
British driver Nigel Mansell 
is other about to sign one of 
the richest contracts in sports 
history... or be put out to 


Several British news- 
papers Tuesday reported 
that Mansell, the former For- 
mula One and Indy-car 
champion, has agreed to a 
three-year, £30-nrillion ($45 
milli on) deal to drive for the 
WilH ams-Renanlt team start- 
ing in 1995. 

Other papers, however, re- 
ported that team chairman 
Frank W illiams has soared on 
the idea of having Mansell 
rctuml, and that Mansell’s 
current Indy-car team, 
Newman -Haas, is already 
planning on replacing him in 
its driver lineup for next year. 
• That would leave retirement as 
a likely scenario for 
the 41-year-old driver, the 
reports said. 

Hie people most likely in 
the known, at least on this 
side of Atlantic, weren't 
shedding any light on the 
latest rumours. 

“It’s complete and pure 
speculation,” WOfiams 
spokeswoman Barbara Pryz- 
datek said. “We don’t know 
where the stories have pop- 
ped up from.” 

Pryzdatek denied that any 
contract had been signed for 
’vfanseH to return next year, 
s 'though she reaffirmed pre- 
vious comments made by 
Williams that “there is a pos- 
sibility” Mansell will drive 
tiie final three Formula One 
races of the current season. 
Once again, according to 
Pryzdatek, nothing has been 
finalised. 

But such talk was not ab- 




Nigel Mansell 


out to stop the British tab- 
loids from jumping on the 
Mansell bandwagon. 

“Mansell returns,” was the 
headline in the Daily Mail, 
which, like some other pap- 
ers, worked its story around a 
quote from Newman-Haas 
team member Bert Thomas. 

“We believe a deal has 
been done between Carl 
Haas and Formula One and it 
will be left to him to make the 
announcement shortly,” 
Thomas was quoted as 
saying. “We’re dose to fina- 
lising a deal with Carl for 
next year winch would allow 
us to announce the driver 
lineup for 1995.” 


Other papers, 'inducting 
te tabloid Today and the 


the tabloid Today and the 
more sober Guardian, 
painted a Iess-than-rosy pic- 
ture for Mansell’s return. 

“I believe Frank is starting 
to go. cold on the idea of 


having Nigel back per- 
manently,” according to a 
source “dose to the Williams 
team” in Today. 

Such rampant speculation 
surrounding Mansell has be- 
come a familiar fixture of the 
c ur re nt Formula One season 
since die death of Williams 
driver Ayrton Senna at the 
Sian Marino Grand Prix May 
1. 

After two months of 
rumours and amid much 
hype, Mansell eventually 
signed a one-race deal, worth 
a reported $1 mfiKon, to 
drive for WQtiams at tiie 
French Grand Prix July 3, a 
race that did not qualifying, 
but failed to finish the race. 

Mansell drove for the Wil- 
liams team from 1985-88 > and 
again from 1991-92, winning 
the world title in the final 
season before moving to Indy 
cars. 


Vietnam, hopes to see 


more international events 


HO CHI MINH CITY, Viet- 
nam (R) — Vietnam, dis- 
tracted and isolated by war 
for decades, is starting to see 
more international sports 
events now that its economy 
is growing and opening to the 
outside 'World. 

It is a - development that 
most of the 72 million Viet- 
namese welcome. 

“Sport has really touched 
the hearts of the Vietnamese 
people and they want to see 
high class, high performance 
athletes in action,” said Ian 
Biliinigham, whose Hong 
Kong-based International 
Management Group helped 
find sponsors for the recent 
world cup badminton tourna- 
ment staged here. 

The Vietnamese are keen 
on sport. People hit shuttle- 
cocks in the streets and small 
boys play football. 

Vietnamese in their mil- 


lions followed the World Cup 
soccer finals live on television 
for the first time this year. 

But playing facilities and 
cash fin: equipment are li- 
mited in what remains one of 
the world’s poorest countries. 

Following a table -tennis 
World cup fournhmerif Si De- 
cember 1992; the- badmftft&n 
event was only the second in 
which fans could see a sport's 
top players in action in Viet- 
nam. 

Both Vietnamese players 
in the badminton tourna- 
ment, a man and a woman, 
were beaten in the first 
round. For spectator Hoang 
Loc, 60, it was an eye-opener 
which made him realise how" 
far the Vietnamese are be- 
hind the top world players. 

Loc said: “You don't need 
to be physically strong or 
have a lot of equipment to 
play this sport. I can't under- 


stand why the gap is so big.”' 

Pham van Kiet. vice- 
chairman of the Vietnam 


Olympic Committee, pre- 
dicted that in seven to 10 
years, with international 
help, . Vietnam would catch 
up-with its Asian neighbours. 

y^etrfamese; won the" 
uncter-16 "world 1 chess cl iant? 
pionship and three Asian 
chess titles last year. A Viet- 
namese woman won the 


world championship in 
wushu, an Asian martial art. 


wushu, an Asian martial art. 
Neither sport has a high- 
profile. 

Promoters see lack of sta- 
diums and sponsorships as 
big difficulties but predict a 
good future for international 
events. 

Bruce Aitken. says it 
needs more venues such as an 
indoor stadium to hold 
10,000 people. 


accepts from Sunday 21 toThursday 25 August 1994 (3:30 - 6:30 p.m.) 


entries for the Music Theory Examinations- of the Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music scheduled to be held in Amman on 
Saturday, 5 November 1994. % 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Maradona ordered to pay $40,000 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) - ***“■ 

Newells Old Boys The court said the player must pay the 
Neweos um ooys. vr ara doiia plans to appearm 


VmvpHc Old Bovs ine court saju ui& — r ■» .. 

Ba-ssMMsgffitSa 


Zurich Aug. 26 at a bearing ot fir*, 
testing positive for the stimulant ephednne. 


Brazil soccer team pays fraction of duties 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) r It wasn’t the tre^ 
hunt Brazil's Internal Revenue Service 
After searching weeks for 17.4 tonnes of peiwnaJjtems 
^ught^yBrazil’s World Cup ^ *?5!S5 

United States, tax men received only a fraction erf 
million in customs duties on the excess lugg ; 

555,000, to be exact. “At least we minimised our losses^, 
said Sahrio Costa, the federal tax secretary. Airport 
officials said the presidential palace told ffien i to allow the 
baggage to pass through customs whentffe 

players returned from winning Brazil s fourth. World. Cup. 


ftaSolte head of the Brazilian Soccer 
Confederation. The top tax official qmt in disgust. A court 
order in early August allowed tax agente to search %; 

. . . J nn 1 ,n/4 OIIKK (if Die tMIII 1 


homes of the 93 players, staff and guests of the team 
defecation aboard tiie plane. But Costa said the mspectore 

a. - .. ■ * aaj.1i MiAivinnal C mvn 


on aooaru uic piau®. ~ — -- — - * 

naa irate recourse but to accept each individuals mro 
declarations and a list from the Brazilian Soccer Confed- 
eration. Lateral defender Branco paid about $10,000 in 
duties on items that refurbished his entire kitchen. Head 
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira wrote out a ch«* for 54,400 
to cover duties on computer and printer. Brazilian law 
permits citizens to bring up to $500 worth of items 
purchased abroad into the country duty free. 


S. Africa’s Brian Mitchell plans comeback 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Retired South African boxer 
Brian Mitchell, who held two world titles, plans a 


Brian Mitchell, who held two world titles, plans a 
comeback as a welterweight in November, his promoter 
said Tuesday. “Brian has closely followed the fortunes of 
the current crop of welterweight champions and feels. he 
can beat the lot,” promoter Rodney Berman told repor- 
ters. Mitchell, who will turn 33 at the end of the month, has 
a record of 43 victories, three draws and one defeat. He 
captured the WBA junior lightweight title by knocking ont 
Panama’s Alfredo Layne in September 1986 and took IBK 
version off Tony Lopez on points in 1991. Berman said 
Mitchell’s first fight in November would be a warm-up but 
the boxer hoped for an eventual match against WBC 
champion Pemell Whitaker. i 


When preparing to visit or tour Jordan 





Call Tt-riRfl 816690 or 863944 


Hamid Sharaf Sc hool 
Swdfiyih - M 814188 - Fax 824423 

needs the following teachers: 

1. Art for intermediate grades. ' 

2. Math for elementary grades (female). 

Both positions require a minimum of B.S. or B.A., at least' 
two years’ experience and fluent English. y 

Apply in person to the school. :r-J 


A DIPLOMATIC PLATE CAP 


Audio 80, model 1977. 

Price $750. 

Please calf: 628101 


"W« Choose The Best For You” 

1. 3 B/R house, maid room. Located in a hilly area* 
overlooking Amman, European- style furniture, bio Gar- 
den + tel. Must see to appreciate. 

Ani -jal rent JD 15,000. * 

fumiture + telephone, Fourth 

Circle, A/rent JD ^000. 

Contact tel. 815833 - Telefax 662386 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


-L.E-T’.’j h a M . 


Independent 2nd floor of 220m 3 . Consists of. -3 
bedrooms, 2 salons. 2 bathrooms, large kitchen 3 
balconies, centra! heating and a large garden.’" 

Those who are interested, please call 819367 


The National Music Conservatory /Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
Jabal Amman. Atiyat Building. 

P.O. Box 926687, Amman /Jordan 

Tel. 687620 -Fax.687621 ' " f " 


FURNISHED FLAT WITH TELEPHONE 
FOR RENT 


ST? ***£** 'ine hSteSet S ™' ! 

S J0rdan ’ “ 

Call tel.: 698634, 838668- Amman or 981670 Zarqa 


./ ;t.?. 

ft IK 


ASSOCIATED £OAi<D| 


1. 1; v »> i: 1 1 mi -if num vr min 


TO LET 
SEMI-DETACHED VILLA ** 

embassy (Abdoun).-3'be<f 
rooms, o Dainrooms, maid room aardpn 
room, garage, phone, central heating 

Call owner 729820 




:]Kv1 • , “ fT 


z ihf A ST- 


S' Sr v «--> 


iH ti :> 


w. 4 l 4l .... 




















RlEp 


40,000 

ter he quithiA^e 


«ssr***% 

£ion of duties 

hasn't the trctaJ 
« had hopeJ^J 6 : 

iof Pe'W^kr-! 

team f rom ^ : 

* fraction of 
cess luggage j 51 ! 
imised our to *?!! 
secretary. Jr*- 
1 them to allow^ 

fS^orldcS? 

ksb§ 

;ueste of the teE? 
the inspeS: 

“ “SviduaffS 

an Soccer Co n f*- 
1 about S 10.000 in 
tire kitchen. Hear: 

L a check for S4 4 ff ' 
iter. Brazilian V ' 

® w ° nh of item; 
ity free. 

rts comeback 

>uth African bote 1 
Id titles, plam {l 
iber. his promoter I 
ved the fortunes of, 
ipions and feels Ik 
ierman told repor- \ 
d of the month, has ' 
nd one defeat. He ' 
tie by knocking om! 
1986 and took fflF 1 
1991. Berman sad! 

1 be a warm-up bmi 
atch against WBC 


• tour Jordan 


Eleart 


a# School 
Fax 8244S. 


S.'orSA.aMe*' 1 


IVTE CAB 


.8101 


For V®« . 

furniture- hfl 

tetepwH*’ Fl7urf 

JX 662^5^. 


pits 


68 competitors to take 

part in Rumman Climb 


By Aleen Bamtayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The count- 
down has already begun for 
the Kingdom's most popu- 
lar auto sports event — the 
Rumman Hill Climb — 
which will cake place Fri- 
day. Aug. 19 with 68 top- 
level competitors taking 

pa*L 

. Participants have been 
anxiously awaiting and 
.'gearing up for the 3 
ctometre tong course as 
.they will again attempt to 
break the record of 2 im- 
putes' 02.42 seconds set in 
1989 by Ffis Majesty King 
Hussein in bis Mercedes 
190. _ 

. The event, organised by 
the- Royal Automobile 
Club of Jordan (RACJ) is 
spbreored by Pepsi and the 
Forte Grand Hotel. 


Jordan's top drivers as 
■well as participants from 
Lebanon and Egypt make 
up the 71 strong entries 
winch have been divided into 
six classes depending on 
■ the engine capacity of their 
respective care. 

Jordan’s 1993 Drivers 
Open champion Amjad 
Farrah is back in a Toyota 
Corolla; Bashar Bustami 
and Ahmad AJ Daoud will 
be driving a Ford Fiesta 
XRi, while the only Lady in 
the race, Randa Nabulsi, 
will be driving a Seat Ibiza 
SXL 

Other participants in- 
clude Issa Halabi in an 
Open Manta 400, Hassan 
Abu Samra in a Ford Sierra 
Cosworth, Tareq Tabaa in 
a VW Golf G-60, Sin an 
Saudi in a Daihatsu Char- 
ade GTI, Ghaftb Bilbeiri in 


a Toyota Starlet, Omar 
Halabi in a BMW MS, 
Fare Bustami in a Honda 
- Civic CRX, Bishara Quz’or 
in a Nissan 240 RS, Leba- 
non’s Jean Pierre NasraHah 
in a Lancia Delta Integrate 
HF and Adel Memi in a 
Mitsubishi Gallant VR4. 

Seniteneering of the care 
registered to compete was 
h<5d Tuesday at the RACJ 
while controlled practice 
sessions were held Wednes- 
day and Thursday. 

The bill climb, which was 
initiated by His Majesty the 
King back in 1956 is a 
favourite among the sports 
fans. The fa ll day event 
offers competitors . and 
spectators alike a chance to 
witness top level competi- 
tion in one of the most 
scenic parts of the King- 
dom with spectacular views 
of forest areas near Jerash. 


Second round of JSF 
Shield starts Friday 


j By Akea Bamtayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight teams 
have made it to the second 
round of the Jo rdan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) Shield 
competition's second round 
i winch begins Friday when 
Ai Arabl take on A1 
Wifodat and AJ Kannel face 
AI Jazireh. . . . 

The JSF shield competi- 
tion — in which only first 
division teams take part — 
is one of four competitions 
organised annually since 
198L Other competitions 
are tiie first division, the 
Cup Winner’s Cup and the 
Jordan Cup which is open 
for all of the Kingdom's 
teams regardless of their 
classification. 

■ So. far A3 Wihdat, AT 
Faisali and AI Ramtha 
have, all won' the shield 
three times each. There- 
I fore they will this year try 
! to set a record of four wins. 

In other second round 
matches; AI Qadissieh play 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Al Hussein, and' AI 
Ramtha meet Al Faisali 
Saturday, the competition 
will be concluded Aug. 26. 

Al Jazireh qualified to 
tiie second round of the 
knockout competition after 
overco min g AI Jeel 2-1; AI 
Wihdat beat Kufrsoum 1-0; 
Al Hussein defeated Sha- 
bab Al Hussein 3-2, while 
Al Faisali eliminated Al 
Ahli 4-1. 


First division 
kicks off Aug. 31 


The JSF Wednesday 
announced that the 1994 
first division championship 
will commence Aug. 31 
with 12 teams taking pvt. 
- New com ers this year in- 
clude Al Jed, Kufrsoum, 
ALKannel, and Shabab Al 
Hussein who will play 
alongside the Kingdom's 
top eight teams: Titiehol- 
ders Al Faisali, AJ Wihdat, 
Al Hussein, Al Ahli, Al 
Qadissieh, Al Ramtha, Al 


Anti and Al Jazireh. 

Shabab A] Hussein and 
Al Jed will fan* off in the 
opening match at Amman 
Stadium Wednesday Aug. 

This season, the JSF 
have scheduled most 
matches for Thursday and 
Friday at Amman, Irtrid 
and Mafraq stadiums. 

The first leg of the com- 
petition is scheduled to end 
by Nov. 11. 

Al Faisali boast the best 
record of the competition, 
winning the title in eight of 
the past 14 seasons. 

During the 1993 season 
Al Faisali also won the Cup 
Winners Cup, and the Jor- 
dan Cop, in addition to 
retaining their first division 
trophy leaving only the 
Federation Shield for Al 
Ramtha, while striker 
Jiryes Tadros was best scor- 
er. 

Al Faisali had also won 
three titles daring 1992 
leaving only the Cup Win- 
ners Cop for Al Wihdat. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Qj. — East-Wort vulnerable, as 
South' you bold: 

4AJ103 VKQMa , OJ7 4A6 
The bfildmg has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
Paw Pius X S? Pass 
2V-- Pass -? 

What do yon bid now? 

Q-»— Eaxt-Weet vulnerable, aa 

South you bold: 

46788ZVAKQB63 0102 *Vold 
Whit is jraur opening bid? 

W—Both vulnerable, as South 
Von hoJcb 

*98 910987 OKJlOe 41098 
The bidding has p r oceeded: 

8ooth West North East 
Pass 10 2 4 2 NT 


"hn action do you take? 

0-4— As South, vulnerable, you 

k*fc 

*KJ53 9KJ7 08 407662 
Partner opens ihe biddine with one 
taut. What do yen respond? 

Q-5 — 1 As Sooth, vulnerable, yon 

*973 7 AS OKI 04 4QJ864 
ITm bidding ban proceeded: 

Weet North East Sooth 


What actios do you take? 

Q-0 — Neither vulnerable, as South 

ywboitfc ‘ 

*K& 710542 OAfiS 4Q1098 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Waat 


CARS FOR SALE. 

1. Toyota Caniry 1993, full options/standard trans- 
mission, duty unpaid. 

2. Toyota Corona 1992, air-conditioned, duty un- 
paid. 

3. Hyundai Sonata 1993, automatic full options, duty 
unpaid. 

4. Mercedes 280SEL, 1985 model, full options, duty 
paid. 

Please call 810888, 815891 



4 Bedrooms, 2 Connected Living & Dining 
Rooms, 4 Bath, Playroom, Full Kitchen, Tele- 
phone - Beautiful Carden Location-Fardous. 
Fresh Quite Neighbourhood-Total Privacy . 


Please Contact Dr. Naser Tel. No : 823477 i 


MS 


INTERNATIONAL 

^ COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
P.O.BOX 2002, Khilda, Amman 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Now registering for September 1994 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-n 
years and we are the only school in Amman to offer 
fhe full British' Curriculum adapted for the Interna- 
tional Community. 

Our language of instruction is English with special 
support foi non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. 
qualified. Music, P.E. and Drama are taught by 
specialists right through the school. French and 
Arabic are aiso offered. The school provides a 
pleasant stimulating environment - care is laken to 
meet the needs of each individual child. Visits 
^encouraged. 

The school is open every Monday morning, 9 
a,m. - 12 noon, throughout July and August 
tot further details by Tel.: 841070 Fax: 847109 
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sees 

two-way 
radio 
link for 
officials 


ROME (R) — FIFA General 
Secretary Sejpp Blatter has 
told an Italian newspaper 
that coordination between 
match officials most be im- 
proved and be envisaged 
linking them by two-way 
radio. 

“Cooperation between the 
referee and his linesmen 
needs to be improved," Blat- 
ter said in an interview with 
La Stamps Wednesday. 

“I don’t rale out that soon 
we will have a solution like in 
the Swiss league: The three 
officials given sophisticated 
two-way radio gadgets so 
linesmen can pass on every- 
thing they regard as impor- 
tant to a referee . during a 
match," he added. 

Blatter repeated the idea 
of settling a future World 
Cop final with a sudden- 
death “golden goal" rather 
than a penalty shoot-out. 

But be said penalties would 
be required if neither team 
scored at the end of 30 mi- 
nutes of sudden-death extra 
time. 

“1 know that replaying the 
final would be the barest 
solution, but the dangerous 
and the risks (exhausted 
teams, public order) far out- 
weigh the benefits “ Blatter 
said. 

“The solution is sudden- 
death. Who scored wins. At- 
’ways, of coarse, within the 30 
minutes of extra time. After 
that, penalties,” he added. 

The final between Brazil 
and Italy last month was won 
by the Brazilians on penalties 
after 120 minutes of play had 
failed to yield any goals. It 
was the first World Cup final 
to be decided by a shoot-out. 

Blatter added kick-ins may 
replace throw-ins in 1996. 
The. -.Bulgarian and Hunga- 
rian second divisions and an 
English semi-professional 
league wfll test the change 
this season. 

FIFA meets next week to 
decide the sanction to impose 
on Diego Maradona after be 
was expelled from the World 
Cup for failing a dope test. 


Agassi, distracted by music, 
upset at Volvo tennis tourney 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. 
(AFP) — Andre Agassi 
couldn't stop the music or Jan 
Siemerink at the Volvo inter- 
national tournament. 

Agassi, the most radical 
player on tour, became the 
leading advocate against the 
new brand of tennis premier- 
ing at the Connecticut Tennis 
Centre. 

After being upset 6-3, 3-6. 
6-3, by Siemerink of th£ 
Netherlands in a second- 
round match Tuesday night, 
the fourth-seeded Agassi rip- 
ped those responsible for 
turning the Volvo tourna- 
ment -into what he described 
as “a circus." 

For the first time, music is 
being played when players 
enter the stadium court and 
during changeovers, and fans 
are allowed to ask questions 
after matches. 

It seemed ironic that Agas- 
si, the rock star of tennis, 
couldn't stay focused because 
of the music played between 
games. 

But he made it very clear 
that he wouldn't tolerate the 
muse again. 

“To turn the tournament 
into a conceit like that is an 
absolute joke," he said. “If 
any other tournament does 
this I would quit before I 
would go out there. If the 
game doesn't hold its own. 
then it's over.” 

“I can't tell you how dis- 
appointed I was that 1 de- 
cided to come here to pre- 
pare for the U.S. Open in- 
stead of Indianapolis.’.’ Agas- 
si said during a post-match 
news conference devoted 
mostly to the music. 

Agassi wasn't the only seed 
to fail Tuesday. 

Earlier, no. 9 Paul 









Andre Agassi 

Haarhuis and no. 12 Brad 
Gilbert each were upset 
quickly by newcomers. 
Haarhuis was defeated by 
Justin Spadea, and Gilbert by 
rookie Wayne Black. 

No. 6 Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
of Russia, who also received" 
a first-round bye, beat quali- 
fier Robbie Weiss 7-6 (7-1 
6 - 1 . 

In other contests featuring 
seeded players, no. 10 Ivan 
Lendl defeated David Rjki 
6-4, 6-2, and no*. 15 Daniel 


Vacek of the Ck. - ** Republic 
beat Denmark's Kenneth 
Carlsen in a thrcc-sei match 
that lasted two hours. 34 mi- 
nutes. and required two tieb- 
reakers. 

Agassi began complaining 
about the music after Sterner- 
ink broke his serve and went 
ahead 4-2 in the first set. 

“Tehy didn’t tell us they 
were going to play music 
between the games," Agassi 
was heard saying to officials 


during the match, 

Agassi sen led down a bitin 
the second set. breaking 
Siemerink to even the match. 
But, using a radio to talk 
directly lo tour name m chair- 
man Jim WeMhail, Agassi 
asked that the music be stop- 
ped during changeovers. ‘ 

But it kept playing — jjkJ 
so did Siemerink. who wasn’j 
as distracted by the tunes. 

"I had the same problem* 

yesterday." Siemerink said. 
"It's not so easy. I was the 
lucky one. 1 was used to it.” 

He kept the pressure on 
Agassi, taking a 3-11 lead in 
the final set when he broke 
serve for a second time. 
Siemerink then finished the 
seventh ppmc of the set with 
a pair of aces 10 take a 5-2 
lead. 

After Agassi won the next 
game, Siemerink held service- 
for the match. 

"Tennis is a sport (of skill)', 
and you can’t interfere with 
it." Agassi said. “That was a‘ 
circus out the re... All of a 
sudden. 1 was down 5-2. I 
couldn't think straight 
tonight., (the music) drove 
me crazy." 

Like Agassi. Lendl said he 
was a little hit distracted bv. 
the music that was plaved 
during introductions He gor 
off to a slow start, failing 
behind Rikl 3-1 in the first set 
before rallying back with a 
pari of aces to put the match 
awqy. 

"You go out on the court 
and vuc* want to get rhythm." 
Lendl said. "You can’t »hi 
that because you have to be 
able to hear the bait. .1 think 
that's the reason we were 
missing some shots in begin- 
ning. You play by hearing, 
noit just by seeing." 


Malaysia to probe teams after bribery case 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia’s soccer body has 
asked police to investigate all 
14 Malaysian teams in its 
professional league following 
a match-fixing charge involv- 
ing Singapore, the New 
Straite limes newspaper raid 
Wednesday. 

The Football Association 
of Malaysia (FAM) deputy 
president, Tengjcu Abdullah, 
said police and Malaysia’s 
anti-corruption agency have 
already started investigating 
four of the teams — Sabah, 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

Announces Kindergarten Registration 

- Low tuition fees. 

- No capital fund assessment fee until first grade 
-Full day classes, 8:00 am. - 1:30 p.m. 

-Large, new facilities 

- American curriculum: 

• Whole language programme 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers, P.E., and music. 

Reserve a piece In ACS's first grade prog- 
ramme for the following year. For more 
Information, call 813944 or 813946 between 
8:00 ajm. - 4:00 p.m. 


Penang, Perak and Kuala 
Lumpur. 

Tone are 16 twinwc in the 
league, including teams from 
neighbouring Brunei and 
Singapore. 

‘•Previously, we , didn’t 
want to tell the state FAS 
(football associations) as to 
how to ran their teams, but 
the moment the credibility of 
Malaysian soccer is 
threatened, we have to move 
in and take over," Tengku 
Abdullah told die newspap- 
er. 

“The situation has beoonw 
a mess now and if we don't 
posh fra- it, it will get bigger 
and out of everyone's con- 
trol,” said Tengku Abdullah, 
the son of Sultan Ahmad 
Shah, a former Malaysian 
king. 


FAM officials refused to 
comment on the matter, 
raying Tengku Abdullah was 
the only one who could make 
a statement. He was unavail- 
able for comment Wednes- 
day. . . ... 

The soccer bribery scandal 
Mew up when Singapore’s 
corr upt practices investiga- 
tion bureau arrested Singa- 
pore player Michael Vana 
and referee T. Rajaxnanick- 
am on charges of firing sever- 
al matches. 

Czech striker Vana is 
charged with fixing Singa- 
pore’s wins over Sabah. 
Malacca, Brunei and a score- 
less draw against Kedah. He 
has been sacked from the 
Singapore squad after his 
arrest. 


Rajamanickam, an 
internationally-qualified re- 
feree, is alleged to have paid 
a Malaysian referee to fix the 
Kelantan-Singapore match. 

Both are out on bail now. 

Sabah team manager Jahid 
Jahun filed a police report 
earlier this month asking for 
an investigation into his team 
after it was drubbed 74) by 
Singapore. 

Jahid said he received a 
tape “from an unknown per- 
son" that recorded one or his 
players apparently haggling 
with a bookie over money to 
fix the match. 

Asian Football Confedera- 
tion General-Secretary Peter 
Vellapan has described 
match fixing as a "cancer" 
throughout southeast Asia. 


THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY FOR 
THE CONSERVATION 
OF NATURE-JORDAN 


dji 

RSCIM 


The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature is (he only 
non-governmental organisation in Jordan responsible for protect- 
ing midlife and has established an international reputation lor its 
conservation work in connection with its rapidly expanding work 
load, the Society is seeking suitably experienced and/or qualified 
candidate to fill the following vacancy: 

FUNDRAISING Sr PUBLIC RELATIONS ASSISTANT 

Qualifications: 

1- Minimum 3 years experience and/or a University degree in 
publicity and/or fundraising along with marketing research. 

2- Good command of English & Arabic languages is essential. 

3- Experience in dealing with the media and in communication 

Skills. 

4- Knowledge of accounting. 

5- Skills in desktop publishing and data base management will 
be an advantage. 

Applicants are required to submit: 

1. CV in English 

2. Copies ot relevant documents 

3. Two passport size photographs 

For application form please contact The Royal Society 


and Public Relations, Jubeiha - Left to Ministry of 
Higher Education, P.O. Box 6354 Amman-Jordan 
Please Note: Closing date for application is 25 August 1994. 


Senior pharmacies jordan nationality is seeking 
management position, at national or 
international pharmaceutical or pharmaceutical 

interprise 

Has the following qualifications and experiences 
in the pharmaceutical field . 

'Bachelor in pharmacy. 

* M.B.A, In managment of a field for detaitman and salesmen. 

* Pb.D. in executive marketing and saiing in pharma ceuticai 

industry. , 

* 10 years experiences detaiiman . 

* Head of promotion department and sales manager of first 
gti&de and drug store in jordan . 

* 22 years as country manager for a famous German 
pharmaceutical , Saudi Arabia . 

.* Fluent in English and Arabic. ! 

* Keen In promotion in recruiting and training of salesmen. { 

* Team in marketing research , budget f planning and saiing in j 

pharmaceutical . t 


For Jntersted Please Cal! Tel 826494 - Amman 


^bdoun)--^ 
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Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/Sbaron Stone 
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Mahmoud Abed Al Aziz 

4 

KHALTBVT A 

Shorn: 1230, 3 JO. 6:15. &30, l(k30 


Cinema 

CONCORD 


CONCORD *1 
.STRIKING DISTANCE 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15.‘ 8:30, ‘l0:30 

CONCORD *2* 


Tom Hanks — in 

PhOadMphia 1 

Shows: 3 - 6 - 19:30 



Cinema and Theatre 

ABOVE THE LAW 


Td.: 675571 

NaMl AI Mashliil Theatre 


The political play 


J.’r ' i , } i . i • 


Shorn: 1230, 330, 6.-00 


From Aug. 24 the political play "Saftra 
Kamonneyeh" 


At 8:30 every Saturday and Sunday 

Safami Ya play 

At 6:30 every Monday, Wednes- 
day, Thursday and Friday Tuesday 
closed. 


Nabil & Hisham's Td..- 625 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Presem their piay 

WHAT a PEACE! 

(Salar* Ya 'ialam) 

Dally at 8:30 p m. 

The theatre is dosed on Tue 













News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hebron mosque will reopen soon — Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
nas promised to reopen before Sept. 5 the Ibrahimi 
Mosque in Hebron whore more than 30 Arab worshippers 
were shot dead in February, TwH Television said lues- 
day. Mr. Rabin toki an ultra-orthodox Jewish deputy that 
the site would be reopened before the Jewish new year or 
Rosh Hashana, the television said. Jews and Muslims, who 
both worshipped at die complex, have called for its 
reopening for several months but Israeli authorities have 
categorically refused. The Israeli army has been canying 
out work on the site to separate Jewish and Muslim 
worshippers, as recommended by a government commis- 
sion which investigated the massacre. The commission's 
report at the end of June said the Feb. 25 massacre was 
carried out solely by Israeli settler Baruch Goldstein, who 
lived in nearby Kyriat Arba. Jews and Muslims pray in 
separate rooms inside the complex, where Abraham, 'Isaac 

and Jacob are buried. 


Lebanese guerrillas detonate bombs 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas detonated two road- 
side bombs in Israel's self-designated “security zone" in the 
south Wednesday. A pro- Israeli militia reported no casual- 
ties. The explosions were claimed by Hizbolah whose Shiite 
Muslim guerrillas have been waging war to evict Israel from 
the occupied zone. Security sources said the bombs went 
off as two patrols of Israel’s surrogate militia, die South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), were driving separately from the 
village of Kfar Houna to foe town of Jezzine. The SLA’s 
Voice of foe South radio station said there were no 
casualties in the blasts at 1:30 p.m. (1030 GMT) and five 
minutes later. On Tuesday, three SLA militiamen were 
\ killed and two wounded in a similar attack, foe deadliest 
| since U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher last week 


{' wound up his fourth peace mission in the region. 


to charter before withdrawal — Kaddoumi 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) cannot strike ont of its charter articles calling for the 
destruction of Israel as long as it occupies Palestinian 
territory, a senior PLO official said Wednesday. Faruk 
Kaddoumi. who acts as the PLO’s “foreign minister,” told 
Radio Monte-Carlo: “We can only alter the charter if Israel 
withdraws from our lands and a comprehensive peace is 
signed.” Mr. Kaddoumi, who is still based at the old PLO 
headquarters in Tunis, was responding to fro m Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin insisting that the PLO make 


foe changes. “The PLO pledged to remove from its charter 
foe paragraphs calling for the destruction of the State of 


foe paragraphs calling for the destruction of the State of 
Israel almost a year ago,” Mr. Rabin's spokesman Oded 
Bee Ami said Tuesday. When Israel and the PLO 
exchanged otters of recognition on Sept. 9, 1993, PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said in his message to Mr. Rabin 
that foe chapters “denying brad’s right to exist were from 
now on null and void.” But no progress has so for been 
made on modifying the 33-artide charter which was drawn 


up by a PLO congress in 1964 in Jerusalem and revised in 
1968. The letters of recognition opened the way towards 


1968. The letters of recognition opened the way towards 
foe signing of the declaration of principles and the May 4 
autonomy accord launching Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


U.N. probes human rights in southern Iraq 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A U.N. fact-finding team has arrived 
id Iran to investigated reports of human rights violations in 
southern Iraq, an Iraqi opposition group said here Wednes- 
day. Tne Supreme council of foe Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SQRI) said foe U.N. team, which arrived in Tehran on 
Monday, had left early Wednesday for Iraqi refugee camps 
b foe border province of Kbuzestan. Tne team would 


3 uestion witnesses about the human rights situation in Iraq, 
urine visits to the camps of Ban A1 Najar and Motahari. 


during visits to the camps of Ban A1 Najar and Motahari. 
SCIRI has repeatedly accused the Iraqi army of attacking 
villages in Iraq's southern marshlands and committing 
atrocities against foe mainly Shiite Muslim population. 
Baghdad crushed a Shiite rebellion following Iraq’s defeat 
in foe Gulf War in February 1991. There have since been 
pockets of resistance among the Shiites hiding out in foe 
marshes. Camps m Iran’s southwestern province of 
Khuzestan host around 10,000 Iraqi refugees, forced out by 
army offensives. 


Thousands attend Zla memorial 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Thousands of Pakistanis flocked 
Wednesday to the grave of former ruler. General Moham- 
mad Zia U1 Haq, as foe country’s main opposition party 
used the anniversary of his death to denounce Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto. Addressing the emotional crowd, 
opposition leader Nawaz Sharif and Zia’s eldest son, 
j Mohammad Ejaz.Ul Haq, bitterly attacked Ms. Bhutto and 
[ Presiacni Farooq Ahmad Leghari. General Zia, who died 
j six years ago. was responsible for removing Ms. Bhutto’s 
{ father from power and later executing him. Earlier 
I Wednesday, Ejaz UJ Haq led a long motorcade to foe tomb 
I of his father from nearby Rawalpindi. In his hard-hitting 
I speech, Mr. Sharif denounced Mr. Leghari and Ms. Bhutto 
| as corrupt, incompetent and dishonest and said if the 
| present government continued in power, it would bring 
disaster to Pakistan. 


j Sri Lanka opposition wins election 


j COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka’s opposition People’s 
| Alliance won Tuesday’s general election with 105 seats in- 
I die 225-sea: parliament against foe ruling United National 
j Partv's 94. according to official election results. The 
) People's Ailiance ally foe Sri Lanka Muslim Congress won 
■ seven seats, while an independent Tamil group standing in 
foe north and allied to the ruling party pat nine. Two other 
Tamil parties, the Tamil United Liberation Front and the 
Democratic People’s Liberation Front won five and three 
seats respectively. An independent group standing in foe 
Central Hills won one seat and a fringe leftist group won 
one sea: in the southern Hambantota district (see inside for 
earlier story). 


Israel appoints envoy to Taiwan 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The Israeli foreign ministry has for 
the first time named a representative to Taiwan, the 
newspaper Haaretz reported Wednesday. It said the 
appointment was not made public, following the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with China in January 1992 on 
condition that Israel did not set up foe same links with 
Taiwan. The representative, Ilan Maor, will serve as an 
economic expert at the Israeli interests section in Taipei, 
which was created in 1992 under Israel’s centre for exports. 
“The duties of Mr. Maor will cover only economic issues,” 
Haaretz quoted an official as saying. But foe paper added 
that he could take up a diplomatic role at a later date. 


Senior PLO official to visit Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A senior Palestinian economics official 
is to visit Japan later this month for talks with Japan’s 
foreign minister and trade officials, the Foreign Ministry 
said Wednesday. Ahmad Qouriea, a member of the 
Palestinian azii-nrity and director general of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation’s Department of Economic 
Affairs and Planning, is due here between August 21-24, 
the ministry said. He is scheduled to hold talks with Japan s 
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono and exchange views with 
senior officials from the international trade and industry 
ministry. 
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Israel to free 249, agrees on crossings 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt 
(Agencies) — Israel is to 
release 249‘ Palestinian pris- 
oners and has agreed on 
how to share control of 
border crossings and run 
safe passages between foe 
self-rule areas, Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
announced here Wednes- 
day. 

“We have agreed on the 
rules and regulations of 
safe passages between 
Gaza and Jericho,” run- 
ning across Israeli territory, 
he told reporters during a 
break in a meeting of foe 
Israeli-Palestinian liaison 
committee. 

Mr. Peres also said two 
Palestinian police officers 
would be posted at border 
crossings between the Gaza 
Strip and Egypt, and across 
foe King Hussein Bridge 
which links Jordan and foe 
West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

When asked when these 


officers could be deployed, 
he replied:“They can do it 
tomorrow.” 

“We have also agreed on 
foe release of 249 prison- 
ers,” he said, adding that 
none of them would be 
members of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement 


Gaza and Jericho. The Ale- 
xandria talks are expected 
to focus on issues left unre- 
solved from that agreement 
and the transfer of power 
to Palestinians in five 


spheres of life in the rest of 
foe West Bank. 


(Hamas), which is violently 
ODDOsed to the Israel- 


opposed to the Israel- 
Palestme liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
deal. 

Negotiations for the re- 
lease of more prisoners 
would continue next week, 
be said. 

Mr. Peres said foe latest 
points were being com- 
municated over foe tele- 
phone to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat by the 
Palestinian negotiators in 


Egypt’s Mediterranean city 
of Alexandria. 


of Alexandria. 

Under an agreement 
signed in May, Palestinians 
have taken over from Israel 
'in the self-rule areas of 


foe West Bank. 

Chief PLO negotiator 
Nabfl Shaath demanded on 
Tuesday that the. Alexan- 
dria talks be used to set a 
dear date for the transfer, 
known as early empower- 
ment, saying die PLO “will 
not accept any further de- 
lay.” 

Mr. Ptres said Israel ex- 
pected Palestinian author- 
ities in Gaza and Jericho 
“to take all the necessary 
measures to provide full 
security to people.” 

But he denied the 
Palestinian authorities 
were being squeezed on 
one side by militants who 
reject the peace accord and 
Israeli calls for greater 
security on the other. 


“We are not pressing ... 
we do not intend to press 
and we came here with a 
dear aim to negotiate,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

He y>«i in return for 
assnrances of tighter 
Palestinian security control 
Israel “has to contribute 
whate ver we can to im- 
prove the economic story 
to improve foe early 
empowerment in the other 
parts of foe West Bank.” 

The five powers, out- 
fined in an 11-tnoofo-old 
peace deal, are education, 
health, soda! affairs, taxa- 
tion arid to urism . Israel and 
the PLO said they were 
nearing agreement on ex- 
panding self-rule to the 
West Bank. 

Both sides say the main 
obstacle is the handover of 
responsibility for direct 
taxation of the West Bank’s 
nearly one million Palesti- 
nians. The Palestinian au- 
thority needs to raise funds 


for setting a mechanism for 
collecting taxes and hiring 
employees. 

The Gaza Strip could 
erupt into violence if the 
economic situation does 
not improve, a member of 
the Palestinian authority 
warned Wednesday. 

•‘If people do not have 
bread the inhabitants of 
Gaza could kill each 
other,” Jamil Harare, head 
of the authority's invest- 
ment department, told foe 
Jerusalem-based Palesti- 
nian daily A1 Quds. 

“This could lead to 
chaos, riots and tension,” 
he said. 

The International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO) has estimated the 
unemployment rate in 
Gaza at 41 per cent. 

So far the Pa le stin ia n s 
have received only a snail 
portion of foe $720 million 
m aid pledged by interna- 
tional donors 


Iran- Argentina tension mounts 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
diplomatic ensis escalated 
Wednesday after Argentine 
President Carlos Menem re- 
newed allegations of Iranian 
involvement in foe bombing 
of a Jewish charity in Buenos 
Aires. 

The Argentine ambassador 
in Iran. Mario Quadri del 
Castillo, left for home follow- 
ing his second recall since the 
July 18 deadly blast. 

The diplomat, who was 
first recalled on Jnly 27. h 2 S 
again been called home for 
consultations, only days after 
he returned to Iran. 

After weeks of escalating 
tension over the bombing 
allegations and Iranian de- 
nials, Tehran and Buenos 
Aires recalled their top en- 
voys on Tuesday for “politic- 
al consultations.” 

The top Iranian envoy in 
Argentine, Hadi Soleiman- 
Pur, was expected to arrive 
here late Wednesday. 

Foreign diplomats in 
Tehran said the moves were a 
sign of deteriorating relations 
and that foe two countries 
might have decided to scale 
down diplomatic ties. 

“Now everything is possi- 
ble. This is a prelude to a 
serious crisis.'’ a Western di- 
plomat said. “The recallings. 


are a sign that a problem of 
dialogue is surfacing” be- 
tween foe two countries. 

Mr. Menem renewed foe 
charges against Iran on Tues- 
day and said the authorities 
in Argentina bad found “new 
proof' linking Iranians to the 
attack but would await the 
outcome of their investiga- 
tion. 

Judge Juan Jose Galeano 
named seven Iranian officials 
in his report into foe attack 
on the Argentine Jewish 
Mutual Association, which 
killed at least 95 people, left 
10 missing and injured 250. 

He issued international 
warrants for the arrest of four 
officials: three former diplo- 
mats and a member of parlia- 


Three diplomats serving in 
Buenos Aires are also under 
investigation. 

Iran has strongly denied 
any involvement in foe attack 
denouncing foe allegations as 
a “conspiracy.” It has main- 
tain the four wanted Iranians 
were not even in Argentina at 
the time foe attack took 
place. 

A leading Iranian deputy, 
Saeed Rajai-Khorasani, 
charged Wednesday the 
allegations were made under 
pressure from Israel and the 


United States and were 
aimed at forcing Iran to join 
foe Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

“This propaganda is com- 
pletely unfounded and the 
sole aim is to pressure Iran 
politically,” he told Abrar 
newspaper. 

Iran is fiercely opposed to 
the Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
branding foe Middle East 
peace process sponsored by 
the United States and Russia 
as capitulation. 

Mr. Rajai-Khorasani, a 
member of foe Iranian parlia- 
ment’s foreign affairs sub- 
committee, challenged 
Argentina to produce evi- 
dence linking Iran to foe 
attack and for foe main wit- 
ness, Manochehr Motamer, 
to be interviewed. 

Described by Iran as a con 
man and a U.S. agent, Mr. 
Motamer is an Iranian defec- 
tor whose testimony Mr. 
Galeano used in his report 
implicating foe Iranians in 
foe attack. 

An Iranian justice offi- 
cial in foe central cify of 
Esfahan, where Mr. Motam- 
er supposedly lived before 
leaving Iran, said Tuesday 
that foe defector was bring 
sought at home on charges of 
bribery, embezzlement and 


forgery. 

Mr. Motamer was an “un- 
employed charlatan” who 
often poised as a government 
employee, he said, adding 
that numerous suits had been 
filed against him. 

“The appropriate author- 
ities should take legal action 
for his extradition,” it quoted 
foe official identified only as 
Dadvakili. in charge of Mr. 
Mo tamer's case in Isfahan. 

Mr. Dadvakili said in one 
case before the 26th branch 
of the Tehran penal court 
type one, Mr. Motamer was 
freed on bail of 100 million 
rials ($57,000) in July 1992. 

He branded Mr. Motamer 
an impostor who introduced 
himself as a government 
security agent or employee of 
various ministries. 

Iran's Chief Justice Ayatol- 
lah Mohammad Yazdi urged 
Argentine authorities to pay 
“greater attention to justice 
and not be influenced by 
political and economic pow- 
ers.” 

He said foe four Iranian 
officials sought by Argentine 
had filed a libel suit against 
Mr. Galeano for defamation 
.of character. 

Six Lebanese living in Pa- 


Algerian 

group 


warns 


journalists 


(Cootteued on page 3) 


U.S., S. Korea say North must allow all checks 


SEOUL (Agencies) — The 
U.S. and South Korean presi- 
dents reaffirmed Wednesday 
that North Korea must allow 
inspections of all its nuclear 
sites before it can receive 
replacement nuclear reac- 
tors. 

“They fully agreed that 
only when North Korea folly 
guarantees the transparency 
of its nuclear programme will 
it receive a light-water reac- 
tor," presidential spokesman 
Choo Don-Shik said. 

During a 40-minute tele- 
phone conversation with 
President Kim Young-Sam, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
also spoke highly of foe U.S.- 
North Korea talks held in 
Geneva last week, Mr. Choo 
said. 

Mr. Kim said Seoul was 
willing to fund the new reac- 
tor for the North in order to 
encourage isolated North 
Korea to begin reforms, Mr. 
Choo said. 


But foe United States and 
Japan should also help fund 
the reactor, said Vice-Prime 
Minister Lee Hong-Koo. 

“The North Korean nuc- 
lear problem is not just a 
Korean issue, but an interna- 
tional problem,” Mr. Lee 
said at a news briefing in 
calling on foe two countries 
to help pay for the reactor. 

Mr. Lee, who also heads 
foe unification ministry, did 
not say how much he thought 
the two countries should 
fund, saying instead that the 
contributions should “reflect 
their status as interested par- 
ties.” 

On Monday, Mr. Kim 
offered to provide foe north 
with a $2 billion light-water 
reactor if the communist 
country proves that it has not 
been making nuclear 
weapons. 

The light-water reactor 
produces less plutonium, a 
main ingredient in making 


nuclear weapons: North 
Korea has said it will shut off 
its current graphite-based 
reactor, but only if it receives 
a replacement. 


Computer wargame 


The agreement could help 
settle foe 18-nxmfo-old con- 
troversy over die North’s 
nuclear programme. 

While South Korea has 
welcomed foe reactor deal, 
some have become wary that 
South Korea may end up 
paying for a large portion of 
the reactor. 


Pyongyang has denied 
making nuclear weapons, but 
has refused inspections by the 
international watchdog agen- 
cy that could dear up suspi- 
cions. U.S. officials have said 
that North Korea has ex- 
tracted enough plutonium to* 
make one or two bombs. 

The United States and 
North Korea are to resume 
talks next month to iron out 
details of foe accord. 


South Korea and the Un- 
ited States wfll launch an 
annual command post exer- 
cise next week, featuring a 
sophisticated computer- 
simulated war game, military 
authorities announced. 

“The Republic of Korea 
government and (U.S.-South 
Korea) Combined Forces 
Command (CFQ will con- 
duct their annual command 
post exercise, Ulchi Focus 
Lens (UFy, Aug. 22 to Sept. 
4," a CFG statement said. 

A spokesman for foe U.S. 
forces stationed here said the 
exercise would not involve 
sending any troops into the 
field and was aimed at testing 
command post doctrine* __ 
The entire 650, 000- 
member South Korean milit- 
ary and 36,000 U.S. troops 
stationed here under a 
mutual defence treaty plan to 
participate in foe exercises. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS) Wednesday gave a 
“final warning" to journalists 
in Algeria, telling them to 
stop supporting foe military- 
backed government and hint- 
ing they could be targeted 
with violence. 

The warning was in the 
most recent issue of the 
group's clandestine publica- 
tion, transmitted to AFP. 

It said “no excuse will be 
valid after this warning.” 

Hinting that reporters 
might become regular targets 
for violence, the group 
added, “Either you repent or 
.you will have only yourselves 
to blame.” 

The group is the armed 
wing of the Banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS). It 
complained that the media in 
Algeria depict Muslim fun- 
damentalists in Algeria as 
“outlaws.” 

Fifteen journalists have 
been killed since May 1993 in 
Algeria in attacks blamed on 
extremist groups (see page 2). 

One of 25 suspected Alge- 
rian militants interned at a 
disused French army camp 
has gone on hunger strike to 
protest his innocence, foe 
group's spokesman said on 
Wednesday. 

Dijaffar A1 Houari. presi- 
dent of the Algerian Fraterni- 
ty in France (FAF), told Reu- 
ters by telephone from foe 


camp in Folembray northeast 
of Fans that Mr. Mauri. 


of Paris that Mr. Magri, 
28, started his hunger strike 
four days ago. 

Mr. Magri, a shopkeeper, 
has protested he was inno- 
cent ever since he was in- 
terned on Aug. 10. The Alge- 
rians interned are believed by 
police to be members or sym- 
pathisers of Algeria's FIS. 

“This is moral and psycho- 
logical torture, it’s unbear- 
able. I have never gone into 
politics. I'm ? non-believer, I 
have nothing to do with the 
FIS and I don’t know why I'm 
here,”_he said. 

IBs fellow' internees said 
Mr. Magri was lying on his 
bed, chain-smoking and re- 
fusing to speak or attend 
prayers. 


PFLP assails Sudan for handing over Carlos 


DAMASCUS (R) — A 
Palestinian group which 
taught “Carlos foe Jackal” 
his guerrilla trade conde- 
mned Sudan on Wednesday 
for handing him to France. 

The Damascus-based 
Popular Front for foe Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) led 
by George Habasfa praised 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Dlkh Ramirez Sanchez, and 
expressed its solidarity with 
him. 

“Die PFLP condemns the 
handover of Carlos and con- 
siders it as a cheap action 
against an international 
straggler who served libera- 
tion movements,” a spokes- 
man for the group told Reu- 
ters. 

He said Carlos, who 
appeared in court m France 
on Tuesday after his capture 
m Sudan on Monday, had 
joined foe PFLP in foe late 
1960s but ended his ties with 
foe group in foe early 1970s. 

“The Sudanese govern- 
ment could have asked Car- 
los to leave foe country had 
his presence constituted a 
danger or had it faced any 
pressure,” foe PFLP spokes- 
man said. 

PFLP leader Habash him- 
self created a political crisis in 
France in February 1992 


when he was rushed to a Paris 
hospital for treatment after a 
stroke. 

The government was slam- 
med for allowing foe PFLP 
leader to enter France and 
the opposition called for his 
arrest and trial. Dr. Habash 
was deported and several 
high-ranking French officials 
including a presidential advi- 
sor were sacked over foe 
affair. 


“No links or ties have ex- 
isted with Carlos since he left 
the group. But we express 
our solidarity with him,” foe 
PFLP spokesman said. 

Palestinian sources say 
Carlos continued to work 
with the PFLP's military 
commander Wadie Hadad af- 
ter both ended their ties with 
the PFLP in 1973. 


Hadad, who led spectacu- 
lar attacks against Israeli and 
Western targets, was the 
young Carlos's guardian after 
he joined the PFLP. 

Hadad took Carlos with 
him when they left the PFLP 
in 1973 because Hadad re- 
fused to abide by the group’s 
decision to halt attacks out- 
side what it regarded as 
Palestinian territory. 

Hadad was officially sus- 
pended from the PFLP’s cen- 


tral committee in 1977. He 
died in an East German hos- 
pital in the late 70s and was 
buried in Baghdad. His mem- 
bership was posthumously 
restored in 1993. 

The sources said Hadad 
expelled Cartes from his fac- 
tion over differences in the 
handling of Carlos's most 
spectacular operation in 
which he kidnapped 11 
OPEC ministers m Vienna in 
1975. 

“Hadad was unhappy ab- 
out Carlos’ acceptance of 
money to end the operation 
peacefully,” said a Palesti- 
nian source who asked not to 
be named. 

“Both Hadad and Carlos 
agreed orginally that the op- 
eration should have two 
aims. First to force the OPEC 
countries to raise oil prices 
and second to execute the 
Iranian minister (Jamshid) 
Amouzegar) at the time who 
was a member of Iran's secret 
service Savak.” he said. 

A PFLP official said the 
group decided to stop its ex- 
ternal operations against 
Israeli and Western interests 
“after foe bad consequences 
became more than the 
merits.” 

They said the group 
wanted by its external opera- 


community i 
access to c; 


tions to make foe Palestinian took posse: 
cause known to foe world. bus mrcrafi 
One such operation was after buying 
the September 1970 hijacking he termed a 

to Jordan of four Western “At a t 
airliners with over 500 people Sudanese 
aboard- isolated b\ 

PFLP guerrillas hijacked community 
the planes to punish Western access to c; 
governments for supporting . banks to p 
Israel, win foe release of pris- craft,” Mr 
oners and embarrass Jordan. ‘This w. 
Three of foe aircraft were over Carle 
blown up at a desert landing Both F 
strip near Zarqa, and foe have derv 
fourth, a Pan American Jum- struck bet'', 

bo, was destroyed in Cairo, tries for tfc. 

No passengers were involved. Carlos. 

'pie PFLP is part of an But his i; 
alliance of 10 Palestinian betrayed 

groups based in Syria that Sudan’s gc 

oppose the peace accord be- change for 

tween Israel and the Pales- other bene 

tine Liberation Organisation. Mr. Sets! 

The PFLP now confines its been helpi 
attacks to areas within what it Khartoum, 
regards as Palestinian terri- “We be 

tot %- been ttai 

A Sudanese opposition security an 

member said on Wednesday He has aist 

that Khartoum may have tween the 
handed Carlos to France in various othi 
return for financial credit to the region, 
help it buy four civilian air- “He had 
cr “J\ . . with Abu 

Elhgam Seat, a member of Jihad so I b 

foe Umma Party and former help for soi 

governor of Sudan’s western to enter S 

Darfur region, said Sudan added. 


took possess on of four Air- 
bus aircraft rrlier this year 
after buying * ;m under what 


iubious deal.” 
' when the 


Sudanese :c -nment was 
isolated b\ whole world 
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“ *«aged to get 
i .-om French 
” 1 - - (the) air- 
f : said. 
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and Sudan 
.ny deal was 
.1 ‘he two coun- 
ding over of 


But his it. rs say be was 
betrayed France by 
Sudan’s go- -ament in ex- 
change for ' h and possibly 


other benef 
Mr. Seisi 
been helpfe 
Khartoum. 

“We be, 
been trai 


id Carlos had 
authorities in 


Carlos has 
Sudanese 


security am, tlcfence forces. 
He has also 'ten liaising be- 
tween the government and 
various othe r organisations in 
the region," he said. 

“He had strong relations 
with Abu Nidal and Abu 
Jihad so I believe he provided 
help for some of their cadres 
to enter Sudan,” Mr. Seisi 
added. 



Scientists find 
breast cancer 
‘marker’ 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
scientists say they have found 
a breast cancer “marker” 
gene that may allow them to 
predict survival more accur- 
ately and improve drug ther- 
apies. The gene Cychn Di 
causes breast cancer cells to 
multiply more rapidly if it is 
over-abundant io breast tis- 
sue, they say. “This is a gene 
that belongs to a family of 
genes that are important in 
the control of growth in cells 
as primitive as yeasts right 
through to humans.'' Rob 
Sutherland, professor of biol- 
ogy at Sydney’s Garvan Insti- 
tute of Medical Research, 
said in a radio interview 
Wednesday. “What that 
means is that it’s a very im- 


portant gene, or it wouldn't 
have been conserved over 
that tniUenia of evolution,” 
Prof. Sutherland said, “con- 
sequently if something goes 
wrong with such a critical 
gene, it’s likely to be involved 
m the loss of normal growth 
control, which is really foe 
molecular characteristics of 
cancer,” he said. High rates 
of Cydin Di in breast cancer 
patients may make it possible 
to determine the speed of 
development of foe cancer 
and give doctors a better idea 
of how patierits would re- 
spond to drug treatment, the 
scientists say. 


Chinese army 
hits low note 


BEUING (R) — The army in 
one southern Chinese milit- 
ary region has been told to 
prune its growing business 
empire by closing karaoke 
bars, sauna parlours and 
other ventures it owns. The 
Yangcheng Evening News of 
Guangzhou said the Guan- 
gzhou Military Region had 
ordered a withdrawal from 69 
ventures which the army had 
set up with local govern- 
ments. Units had also been 
told to close four futures 
trading companies they had 
set up and withdraw an milit- 
ary manpower and equip- 
ment from them. The region 
has also ordered a crackdown 
on military businesses in- 
volved in tourism and enter- 
tainment in Shenzhen and on 
Hainan Island. Army-run 
karaoke bars, beauty par- 
lours, saunas and other “spe- 
cial” projects were ordered 
to shut, foe paper added, 
saying these had harmed foe 
good name of the military. 


China's 

population 

aging 

dramatically 


BEUING (AFP) — China's 
population is aging at an 
alarming rate, with 250 mil- 
lion people expected to be 
over 65 years old by 2025, 
Xinhua quoted a new report 
as indicating. The number of 
old people in China — where 
the overall population is now 
nearly 1.2 billion — is ex- 
panding faster than in any 
other country in the world 
and will by 2025 account for 
24 per cent of the global 
total, the report by the Beij- 
ing Centre of Gerontology 
was cited as saying. The re- 
port said the proportion of 
the Chinese population over 
65 would increase from 10 
per cent to 20 per cent m just 
21 years, while a simitar pro- 
cess took 85 years in Sweden 
and 32 years in Japan. It 
added that China was the 
only one of foe world's 57 


countries classified as having 
an aged population that did 
not have a per capita gross 
national product of at least 
SI, GOO. Toe report is aimed 
at providing data of policy- 
malting by the government 
which has been seeking ways 
to develop the country’s 
fledgeling social security sys- 
tem amid increasingly con- 
J®™ about the so-called 
“white wave” phenomenon. 


Body of climber 
missing since 
1977 found 


^AMONXX. France (AFP) 
*** e body of an Austrian 
climber who disappeared in 
1977 has been found in a 
crevasse in the Mont Blanc 
region, rescue services said 
Tuesday. Officials said the 
corpse was that of one of two 
climbers thought to have feV- 
ten in the crevasse while 
a glacier. The body 
of the other climber was 
ioundin the region last sum' 
mer. The identity of the dim- 
ber was not released as the 
family^ bad not yet been in- 
formed, the official said. 
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